
Band i ts  Force  Schoo l  C losure-s  in  N iassa '  \  ' /

f flto Nc'' Ao-, (t3í) 7/p
Band i ts  o f  the  Sout .h  A f r i can  backed Ì ' {N l 'R  have fo rced the  c losure , r f  a lmost  Vg
300 schoo ls  in  the  nor thernmost  Mozambican prov ince  o f  N iassa over  the  pas t
f o u r  y e a r s ,  a c c o r d í n g  È o  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  T e l e s  M a l a t e ,
in te rv iewed by  the  da i l y  paper  tD iá r io  de  Ì ' Íogambiques .

I n  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  p e a c e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  6 5 1 0 0 0  p u p i l s  i n  N i a s s a  l r e r e
a t t e n d i n g  5 0 8  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  B y  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  1 9 8 8 ,  s a i d  M r  M a l a t e ,
t h e r e  w e r e  j u s t  2 2 4  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  l e f t ,  c a t e r i n g  f o r  4 2 r 0 A 0  p u p i l s .  W e r e
iE  no t  fo r  l , ÍNR band i t ry ,  there  wou ld  be  about  90r000 pup i ls  a t tend ing  pr imary
s c h o o l s  i n  N i a s s a .

A s  f o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  s i x  o u t  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  t e a c h  f i f t h
and s ix th  g rades  have been c losed.  Three o thers  have moved,  w i th  the i r  teachers
and pup i ls ,  to  more  secure  areas .  The t rvo  schoo ls  tha t  teach the  f ina l  th ree
g r a d e s  o f  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  t w o  t e c h n i c a l  s c h o o l s ,  a r e  l e s s  a f f e c t e d
because they  are  loca ted  in  the  prov ince 's  two main  t ,owns o f  L ich inga and Cuamba.
Mr  Mala te  sa id  tha t  16  teachers  had been murdered by  t i ie  band i ts  in  N iassa,
whi le 9 were known to have been kidnappet.  , ; . .  

'

M r  M a l a t e  t o l d  t h e  p a p e r  t h a t  N i a s s a t s  o n l y  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e ,  i n  t h e
d i s t r i c t  o f  S a n g a ,  n o w  f a c e d  " e Í Ì o r m o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s "  d u e  t o  a  b a n d i t  r a i d
t h i s  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  w a s  s t o l e n  -  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  s t u d e a L s f  f o o d ,  b e d d i n g  a n d  c l o t h e s .  D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,
l o c a l  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  r e b u i l d i n g  w r e c k e d  s c h o o l s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e .  M Í  M a l a t e
s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  N i p e p e ,  w h e r e  s i x  s c h o o l s  h a d  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d ,
t h r e e  h a v e  b e e n  r e b u i l t .  I n  M u e m b e ,  s i x  o u t  o f  e i g h t  d e s t . r o y e d  s c h o o l s  h a v e
b e e n  r e b u i l t  a n d  i n  M a j u n e ,  f i v e  o u t  o f  s e v e Í Ì e
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