
lO{R Massacre at  Maragra.  } Íaputo province

Band i ts  o f  the  South  Af r i can  backed MNR massacred 2L  peop le  in  an  a t tack
on 9  August  aga ins t  the  sugar  cent re  o f  Maragra ,  about  75  k i lomet res
nor th  o f  Maputo .  Accord ing  to  eye  w i tnesses ,  the  ra id  took  p lace  in
the  smal l  hours  o f  the  morn ing  when a  fo rce  o f  band i ts ,  ês t imated  a t
abcut  300,  a t tacked the  Maragra  workers r  quar te rs .  Many o f  Ehem were
young boys ,  whom surv ivors  es t imated  \^ /e re  no  m\ore  than L2  years  o ld .

The band i ts  began by  burn ing  the  hu ts  o f  peasants  l i v ing  c lose  to  Maragra .
They  then bursË in to  the  workers l  quar te rs ,  and accord ing  to  a  26  year
o l r i  Maragra  techn ic ian ,  Anton j -o  Meque,  t t they  jus t  went  f rom door  to  door
k i l l i n g  p e o p l e o o o o T h e y  j u s t  b r o k e  d o w n  t h e  d o o r s ,  s h o t  a t  p e o p l e  a n d
s t o l e  t h e i r  b e l o n g i r g s r "  M r .  M e q u e  t o l d  A ï M  o n  1 0  A u g u s t  f r o m  h i s
Maputó  hosp i ta l  bed.  He v /as  one o f  22  peop le  wounded in  the  a t tack ,
and he  \ i ras  opera ted  on  to  remove a  bu l le t  f  rom h is  leg .  I t  i s  f  eared
t h a t  t h e  d e a t h  t o l l  c o u l d  r i s e  a s  m o r e  b o d i e s  a r e  d i s c o v e r e d .

The same bandi t  group burnt ,  down houses on 8 August near the tornrn of
-Manh iga ,  a  few k i lomet res  nor th  o f  Maragra .  Ear l ie r  in  the  day  they
had a t tacked c iv i l ian  veh j .c les  t rave l l ing  on  the  main  road nor th  f rom
MapuEo,  wh ich  passes  th rough Manh ica ,  and very  c lose  to  Maragra .

Mr"  Ìu Íeque thought  the  band i ts  \ ,üere  tak ing  revenge fo r  a  fa i led  a t tack
tr . ro weeks ago in whieh they had lost  f ive o. f  their  men. But the bandi ts
themse lves  shouted  to  pan ic -s t r i cken Maragra  workers  "Th is  i s  our  rep ly
to  the  Conferencet '  a  re fe rence to  the  na t iona l  Fre l imo Par ty  Conference
h e l d  i n  M a p u t o  1 9  2 3  J u l y ,  w h i c h  d i s c u s s e d  í n  d e t a i l  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f
the Ìíâr o
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