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IFrom the "Focus on Afr ica"  program] p i ,

[Tcxt ]  Mozambique's  MNR rebcls  s t i l l  have thc abi l i ry
to launch major  at tacks on c iv i l ians.  They dcmonstrated
th i s  i n  g r im  fash ion  i n  t hc  sccond  c i t y ' o f  Bc i ra  on  the
weckcnd.  Icaving a large number of  dcad and in jured.
Jul io  Bica cablcd th is  rcpor t  on thc rnc ide nt :

IB ica]  At  lcas l  I5  people wcrc k i l lcd and 79 wounded
whcn a large group of  armcd bandi ts  at tackcd a crowd of
people at tending a popular  fa i r  on Saturday n ight  in  a
Bci ra suburb of  Inhamassura.  According 1o the DIARIO
DE MOCAMBIQUE, a dai ly  newspaper publ ished in thc
regional  capi ta l ,  the a l tack began af ter  midnight  when
hundreds of  pcoplc were dancing and dr ink ing at  the
fa i r .  In  thei r  exc i lemcnt .  the rcvelers onl )  unders lood
they were being at tacked when the f i rs t  explos ions
occurred.  Thc fa i r  becamc a l iv ine hel l  as in  the ear lv
hours of  Sunday morning rhe par ty-gocrs panicked.

The bandits managed to steal goods as well as kil l  and infl ict
injuries. After their attack. they escaped under cover of
darkness. kidnapping a number of civil ians in order lo carry
their booty away. Wounded people received immediatc first
aid assistance. Doctors in Beira's Central Hospital operated
the following morning and succeeded in saving the l ives of
nine of the se riously wounded. t E ft ! r7r\


