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Inha l ln ra t  a  rhor t  town wt th  paop le
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l fhen  l {a l I  l l nnoch ,  l cadar  o f  thc  Br l t l rh  Labour  par ty ,  v l r i t ed
tbe  to Ín  o f  Inhan lngr ,  l n  thc  ccn t ra l  Mozanb ican  p rov ince  o f  So fa la
ln  r ld -Ju ly ,  a l l  thc  ava l lab lc  vah ic l c t  wcrc  rob l Ì l r cd  in  h lc  honour .

Therc  ïe r .  two  o f  thc l .  Onc  x r .  an  ex t raord lnar t l y  b l t te red  open
landrovc r  rhc rc  tho ra  t ravc l l l n Í  tn  thc  back  had  to  beware  o f  gap ing
ho lc r  ln  thc  f loor ,  I t ,  r l te l r r  nocdcd a  puah f rou  gcvcr l l  üoze lb ican
ro ld ie r r  to  Í . t  l t  r ta r t rd .

K lnnock  h ln rc l f  t rava l l cd  on  thc  back  o f  q .  ru l t i ng  o ld  fo rd  lo r ry
tha t  had  oncc  bc longcd  to  Moza lb lquc  Ra l lwaye .  Th l r  t ruck  raa  n la r in6
i t r  w lndrc rccn  and  onc  o f  Í t r  door r ,  and  th lck ,  ev l l - r r c l l l ng  fuucs
pourcd  ou t  o f  Í t r  cxhaur t .

l í hcn  rhc  t ru  th t r  Du .GuD p lacc ,  one  uc rbc r  o f  I ( i nnock 'e
dc lcga t lon  Í l l cd ie t r l y  tu Í Í . . t cd  rc  wa lk  f ro r  the  a l rc t r ip  ln to  town.

In  fac t ,  the  lebour  l rader  war  rcc lcv Íng  a  conr ldc rab lc  honour  in
th i r  war - to rn  par t  o f  thc  coun t ry ,  whcrc  rhor tage t  o f  cvc ry th lnú  q r .

a  rây  o f  l l f e ,  Thc  la r t  t l ue  I  v l r l t cd  Inhau in Ía ,  l n  Í cb ruary ,  we  d ld
havo  to  wa lk ,  fo r  th rac  k l l o rc t rc r  undcr  a  rco rch lng  run , .  i n to  the

' to rn .  Íhcn  tharo  wa l  no t  a  d rop  o f  fue l  l n  Inhar lnga  (o r  poca ib ly
thc  Ioca l  eu thor l t l c r  dcc idcd  I t  wa !  no t  wor th  wa l t l ng  p rcc lour
pe t ro l  on  a  bunch  o f  v { r l t l ng  Journa l i r t c ) .

The  t ldc  o f  war  har  rwcp !  back  and  fo r th  ac ro re  Inha l lnSa  ovc r
thc  pa . t  . l x  yê ! r . .  B r twGcn 1982  and  1986  Sou th  A f r l ca 'e  MNR band l t s
occup ied  tho  town b r ta f l y  on  f l vc  occar ion r .  As  !  r csu l t ,  Inhan inga
i r  l a rge ly  Ín  ru ln r ,  and  mot t  o f  the  o r íg lna l  popu la t lon  has  e i the r
f l sd  rou thward l  to  thc  Bc l ra  co r r ldo r ,  o r  ha r  bccn  abduc ted  by  the
l í Ì {R ,  to  rc rvc  the  band l t r  a r  fo rccd  labour .

S incc  l td -1986 ,  tha  Mozan f tcan  a rnad  fo rcc r  ( fp tM)  have
er tab l í rhcd  rn  o f f cc t l vc  de fcnca  rys ten  whích  the  MNR havc  no t  been
ab le  to  pênGt ra t . .  Hor {6var ,  thcy  have  con t lnucd  to  launch
gubr tan t la l  a tüackr  6 ía ln r t  thc  town,  ühe  roe t  rcccn t  o f  wh ich  were
o !  26  Dcccrber  and  I  January .  Pc rhapr  on  thecc  ho Ì ldaya ,  they
ar lu led  tha t  tha  a ruy  wou ld  bc  l c r l  v ig l l an t l  bu t ,  i n  fac t  boüh  these
a t tacke  wcrc  d r l i cn  baok .
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S ince  t hen  t he re  have  been  a  se r i eg  o f  wha t  Ì oca l  o f f i ce r s

desc r i be  aa  " r lDo r  a t t acks " ,  cone i s t i ng  o f  up  t o  ha l f  an  hou r  o f

exchang ie  o f  f í r e .  t he  l ae t  such  occas ion  v raa  on  g  Ju l y .

Âny  cu l t i va t l on  nus t  t ake  p Ìace  ve ry  c Ìose  t o  t he  t own ,  so  t ha t

t he  chances  o f  I nhan inga  p roduc ing  su f f i c l en t  f ood  f o r  i t se Ì f  a re

reno te .  The  FPLM can  6ua ran tee  secu r i t y  f o r  a  r ad ius  o f  e i gh t

k i l o re t r es  a round  t he  t own ,  bu t  beyond  t ha t ,  peasan t  f a rne rs  can  on l y

cu ì t i va te  a t  t he i r  own  r i s k .

The  econony  o f  t he  t own  once  r s ! t sd  on  t he  ra i lway  wo rk rhopa

se rv i c i ng  t r a i ns  t ha t  t r ave l l ed  f r ou  Be i ra  t o  Ma law i ,  and  on  t he  r i ch

t i l be r  r esou rces  o f  t he  f o res t s  o f  Che r i ngona ,  t he  d i s t r i c t  o f  wh i ch

Inha l i nga  i s  t he  cap i f a l .  Bu t  t he  t r a i ns  B topp6d  runn ing  i n  Ì 984 ,

and  t he  MNR has  w recked  nos t  o f  t he  sawn i l Ì s .

The  Be i ra -Ma law i  r a l l r ay  has  been  repea fed l y  sabo taged ,  and  t hc

coup  de  5 race  was  t he  des t ruc t i on  i n  t gb6  o f  two  spans  o f  t he  nass i ve

b r i dge  ove r  t he  Zanbez i  r i ve r .  A t  I nhan inga ,  dozeu t  o f  wa6ona  rua t

i n  t h e  g i d i n g s . I n  t h e  h , o r k s h o p s  t h e r e  a r e  e  Ì  e v e n  w r e c k e d

l o co lo t i ves ,  one  o f  t heu  s tean  and  t he  res t  d l ese l .  The  nach ine ry  i s

s i l en t ,  bu t  t o  i t s  c red i t  t he  ra i lway  co t l pany  has  coa ted  l t  w i t h
g rease  t o  p reven t  i t  f r on  rus t i ng .  Ì n  t he  l oná l  t e rn ,  Mozanb ique

ce r ta i n Ì y  i n t ends  t o  r ev i ve  t h i s  r a i Ìway .

Bu t  cu r ren t l y ,  t he re  i s  p re t t y  we Ì l  no  p roduc t i on  o f  any th i ng  i n

Inha r i nga .  The  9 ,000  peop le  l i v i ng  he re  a re  dependen t  on  f ood  a i d

fo r  su rv i vaL  Moza lb i que ' s  r e l i e f  body ,  t he  D i sac t c r s '  Con t ro l

O f Í l ce  (DPCCN) ,  and  t he  I n te rna t i ona l  Red  C rogs ,  r egu la r l y  f l y  f ood

in to  t he  t own ' s  g ra3s  a l r s t r i p ,  Bu t  t he re  a re  seve ra Ì  o the r

s i n i l a r l y  i eo la ted  t owns  i n  So fa l a  t o  be  f ed :  r e l i e f  no rke rs  i n  Be i ra

have  t o  j ugg le  t he  f l y i n6  schedu Ìes  so  t ha t  enough  f ood  can  be  cen t

t o  eve ryone  i n  need  i n  t he  p rov ince .

I f  t h ree  days  paaa  w i t hou t  a  r e l i e f  p l ane  appea r i ng ,  t hen  t he

au tho r i t i e s  i n  I nhan inga  beg in  t o  wo r r y :  f o r  a  DC-3  i an  on l y  ca r r y

th ree  t onnes  o f  f ood .  Th i s  nakes  i t  ex t r ene l y  d i f f t cu l t  t o  bu i l d  up

any  s i gn i f i can t  l eve l  o f  l t ocks .

The  f ood  i s  l a rge l y  na i ze ,  beans  and  cook ing  o i Ì ,  w i t h  sone  n i l k

and  suga r ,  na in l y  f o r  ch i l d ren .  Du r i ng  a  b r i e f i ng  g i ven  by  l oca l
o f f i c i a l s ,  one  o f  t he  B r i t i sh  j ou rna l i s t s  acconpeny ing  K innock  asked
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Í f  aDy  rea t  wa5  ava i l ab le .  Po l i ce  connande r  and  i n te r i n  d i s t r i c t

rd r lD l . t ra to r  Gu i l he r re  Chauque  began  to  l audh r  " l f e l Ì ,  occas iona l Ì y

r c  r i gh t  úo  and  hun t  an  an te Ìope " ,  he  sa id .

S ta r va t i on  i r  on l y  ev l dên t  i n  t he  t o í { n  aDon Ísü  t he  roa t  r ôcen t

a r r i va l s ,  f l ee i ng  f r ou  MNR- in fes ted  a reaa  i n  t he  Che r l n6ona

coua t r ys i de .  So re  o f  t he  ch i l d reu  whon  we  saw  en te r l ng  t he  t o tn  t ha t

Sunday ,  pa the t i c  bu r : d l es  o f  sk i n  and  bones ,  I ooked  as  i f  t hey  wou ld

l o t  gu rv  i ve .

Â  g roup  o f  20  peop le  had  j u r t  a r r i ved  a f te r  ra Ì k iB Í :  f o r  t h ree

days ,  f l ee l l g  f ro r  an  t r l lR  con t ro l l ed  a rea .  They 'were  exÈaur ted ,  t he

ch l l d ren  c l ea r l y  su f f e r i ng  f r o l  Beve re  na lnu t r i t l on ,  t he  adu Ì t s

rhoned  s igne  o f  sk in  d i reases  such  ae  scab ië í ;  En i l  Boüe  bea r lng  ug l y
. o P e n  s o r e s .

B u t  i  t  w a s t h e i r  c l o t h e s  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  m o s t  a t t e n t i o n .  S e v e r a l

ro re  s t r i ps  o f  a t ron l l  g reen  na te r i a Ì  t ha t  t hey  desc r ibed

unhee i ta t i ng l y  w i th  the  eng Ì i sh  word  "pa rachu te " .  These  were  the

ronDan to  o f  Sou th  A f r i can  pa rachu tea ,  used  to  d rop  eupp l i es  to  MÌ {R

Íangs  i n  cen t ra l  Mozarb ique .  So re  o f  t hese  d i sp Ìaced  peop le  had  been

used  as  o Ìave  Ìabour  by  the  l , l Ì {R  to  ca r ry  the  c ra tes  o f  an lun i t i on

d ropped  by  pa rachu te ,  o r  l anded  by  sea  a long  the  Cher in5ona  òoas t .

They  t o td  uB  t ha t  t he  band i t s  had  s t r l pped  t hen  o f  a l l  t he i r

c l o thee ,  and  had  t hen  p rov ided  t hen  w i t h  t he  pa rachu te  na te r i a l ,  bu t

i n  exchange  f o r  f ood .  O the rs  a rong  t he  M t {R ' s  cap t l v c  popu la t i on

faah loned  rough  c l o thes  ou t  o f  f l a t t ened  t r ee  ba rk .

I n  t he  '  M ì {R -he ld  zone  t he  cap t i ves  bu i l t  hu t s  and  p l an ted  c rops ,

bu t  t he  MNR wou ld  regu la r l y  cone  round ,  o r  send  t he i r  co l l abo ra to r s ,

a  k i nd  o f  band i t  po Ì i ce  f o r ce  re fe r red  t o  as  "na j i basn ,  t o  deuand

food .  " I f  we  d i ò  no t  6 i ve  t hen  wha t  t hey  wan ted ,  we  wou ld  be

bea ten " ,  r eca l l ed  one  o f  t hen .

l l hen  peop le  such  aa  t hege  a r r i ve  a t  I nhan inga  f r on  t he  bueh ,  t hey

a re  i n i t i a l l y  housed  i n  a  r ecep ' t i on  cen t re ,  whe re  t hey  a re  g i ven

the i r  f i r s t  nea l s .  A f t e r  ned i ca Ì  pe rsonne l  have  i nspec ted  t hen ,  t hey

.a r€  houged  in  one  o f  t he  e i6h t  ne i5hbourhooda  in  wh ich  fnhan inga  i e

d l v i ded ,  w i t h  r e l a t i ves  l f  poss ib l e .

The  t o Í í n  has  a  f eed ing  cen t re  f o r  na lnou r i shod  ch i l d ren ,

p rov id i ng  a  p ro . t e i n - r i ch  d i e t ,  bu t  t he  nu rse  i n ' cha rge  adu i t s  t ha t

t he  cen t re  canno t  save  eve ryone  who  cones  t he re .
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The  f eed lng  cen t re  used  t o  be  a  p r i na ry  echoo Ì ,  bu t  du r i ng  t he

H I {R  occupa t i ons  o f  I nha l i nÉa ,  l i ke  nos t  o f  t h r  o the r  bu i l d i nús ,  i t

was  vanda Ì i sed .  Today  i t  i s  a  ba re  she Ì I .  t he  no the rs  w i t h  t he i r

s i ck  ch i Ì d ren  s l eep  on  t he  f l oo r .  The  Ì uck ie r  ones  have  s t r a rd  ra t s .

The  on l y  f u rn i t u re  i n  s i gh t  a re  two  ne ta Ì  beds .  The re  a re  no

r ra t t r esees ,  I e t  a l one  shee ts  o r  b l anke t s .

H e a I  t h  s e r v  i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e - e s  t a b  Ì  i s h e d  i n  I n h a n i n g a . T h e

hea Ì t h  poa t  can  dea l  w i t h  .  vacc ina t i ons ,  r n i no r  i n j u r i es ,  and

d i s t r i bu tea  o ra l  r ehyd ra t i on  sa l t s  f o r  d i a r rhoea l  d l seaseg .  I t  has  a

t i ny  r a te rn i t y  wa rd ,  bu t  t he  two  ne ta l  beds  t he re  bave  no  na t t r esses

o r  b l anke t s .  Peop le  whó  a re  se r i ous l y  i l l  uus t  b ' e  evacua . t ed  t o  Be i ra

i f  t hey  a re  t o  su rv i ve .

So  I nhan inga  f i gh t s  f o r  l i f e ,  and  Ì oca f  [ i l i t a r y  o f f i ce ro  seen

cbee r fu l  abou t  t he  s i t ua t i on  (wh i ch  i s - i ndeed  nuch  be t t e r  t han  i n

Ì986 ) .  Ì { one the less ,  t he  i np ress ion  a  v i s i t o r  r ece i ves  i e ,  i n  t he

words  o f  one  o f  t he  v i s i t i nú  B r i t ons ,  o f  " a  ghoe t  t own  w i t h  peop le " .
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