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[Text]  Claims by South Afr ica's MNR bandi ts that  the
Mozambican armed forces have ki l led hundreds of  c iv i l -
ians gathered to receive rel ief  shipments of  a id f rom the
Internat ional  Red Cross are fa lse.  The claims put out th is
month f rom Lisbon say the people had gathered at
specific points in the provinces of Manica and Zambezia
to receive suppl ies of  a id,  which had been announced by
the Red Cross. The incidents,  the latest  of  which rvas
reported by' the bandi ts,  were al l  said to have taken place
this month.  However,  a spokesperson in Maputo for  the
International Red Cross reports that the Red Cross is not
operat ing in Manica and Zambezia Provinces. Since
Apri l  th is 1 'ear,  Red Cross operat ions in Mozambique
have been l imi ted to the province of  Sofala.

South Africa and the MNR have stepped up their pro-
paganda against Mozambique in recent weeks. This
fol lows the publ ict ion by the United States State Depart-
ment that  the bandi ts had murdered more than 100.000
c iv i l ians  in  Mozambique.


