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The tovrn of  I ' {orrumbaLa, in the western part  of  the central  Mozambican
prov ince  q f  Zambez ia  was one o f  the  areas  bu f fe ted  by  cyc lone tF i lao t

on  1  March .  But  i t  was  no  cyc lone tha t  was  respons ib le  fo r  the  d isappearance
of  a l l  the  z i ,nc  and f ib re -cement  roo f ing  f rom the  tovrnrs  houses .  The
band i ts  o f  the  South  Af r i can  backed m{R car r ied  the  roo f ing  in to  Ma lawi ,
a s  w e l l  a s  m u c h  e l s e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  l o o t e d ,  d u r i t r g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t
Mor rumbala  was i -n  the i r  hands ,  f rom Ju ly  1985 un t i l  Apr i l  L987,  when
the  l " lozambican armed fo rces  l ibera ted  the  tovrn .

As  peop le  moved back  in to  the  shat te red  tovrn  they  found houses  w i thout  roo fs .
T h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  s t r a n g e  c o m b i n a t i o n
m o d e r n  b r i c k  a n d  c o n c r e t e  h o u s e s  t h a t  a r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  t h a t c h e d  r o o f s .
Th is  i s  jus t .  one example  o f  the  search  fo r  loca l  so lu t ions  under taken by
t h e  2 8 r 0 0 0  p e o p l e  n o w  l i v i n g  i n  M o r r u m b a l a .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  h a v e
been d isp laced by  the  I " lNRfs  war ,  and tak ing  th is  in to  account ,  the i r
e f f o r t s  a t  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  r e m a r k a b l e .

T h e  D i s L r i c t  D i r e c t o r  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  i n t e r i m  l o c a l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,
Anton io  E l ias ,  to ld  A IM tha t  a round Mor rumbala  there  were  no \^ /  4  1095
h e c t a r e s  o f  c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d ,  w h e r e  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  c r o p s /  p e a s a n t  f a r m e r s

w e r e  g r o r v i n g  m a i z e ,  r i c e ,  m i l l e t ,  p e a n u t s ,  b e a n s r c a s s a v a  a n d  v e g e L a b l e s .
T h i s  i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  l a t e  s t a r t  t o  t h i s  y e a r t s  r a i n y  s e a s o n ,  a n d  c y c l o n e
d a m a g e  t o  c r o p s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c e .  W h e n  A I M  v i s i t e d  M o r r u m b " l r ,  t h e
r e s i d e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  L h e  l o n g e s t  c o u l d  a d d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f
t h e i r  f i e l d s  s o m e  e m e r g e n c y  f o o d  a i d .  T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  o f
b e a n s  t h e  o n l y  p r o d u c t  l e f t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  w a r e h o u s e  o f  l l o z a m b i q u e t s
r e l i e f  b o d y ,  t h e  D i s a s t e r s  C o n t r o l  O f f i c e  ( D P C C N ) .

T h e  e f f o r t s  o f  M o r r u m b a l a t s  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n ,

b u t  e x t e n d  t o  s o c i a l  a r e a s .  T h e  t o m  n o w  p o s s e s s e s  t w o  s c h o o l s
i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  n e i g h b o u r h o o d s  i n t o  w h i c h  I - t  i s  d i v i d e d .  A  t o t a l
o f  2 , 6 0 5  c h i l d r e n  a r e  s t u d y i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n .
T h e  L o u r n  a l s o  h a s  f o u r  b o r e h o l e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  o p e n e d ,  w h i c h
w i l l  p r o v i d e  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e .

T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  M o r r u m b a l a  t o  p r o d u c e  a n d  t o
r e b u i l d ,  p l u s  t h e  n a t u r a l  f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  1 a n d ,  a r e  f a c t s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e
h o r v  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  g i v e n  g r e a t e r  s e c u r i t y  a n d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  s u p p o r t ,  c o u l d
c e , a s p  f  o  d e o e n d  o n  f  o o d  a i d  -  a n d  r e s a i n  i t s  F o r m e r  s t a t u s  a s  a  f  o o d
s u r p l u s  a r e a
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