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" SECURITY FORCES
STEP UP PATROLS
IN MANY AREAS—

* DEFENCE MINISTRY

Crime Reporter
SECURITY forces have
intensified their opera-
tions. in mil bandit-
affected areas and the
Ministry of Defence has
reassured the magion
that it will enjoy the
festive season in
and happiness. .

The Secretary for
Defence, Cas Willard
Chiwewe, told a Press
briefing in Harare yes-
terday on the security
situation in bandit-
affected areas, tha¢ in
recent months Zimba-
bwe had experienced
some border violations
perpetrated by MNR
bandits, especially along
the north-eastern, east-
ern and south-eastern
border with Mozam-

ue.

He maid it was regret-
ted thag such border vio-
latlons had resuited in
some brutal and grue-
some murders of inno-
cent civilians, including
schoolchildren and in-
fants by t¢he bandits.

Accordingly, the Zi-
mbabwe Defence Forces
hag intensified its opera-
tions along the border
and had been orderegd to
be ruthless with the
bandits.

The defence forces
woutld remain in this
State until the MNR
bandit menace was
ellminated and peace
refurned to the affected
border areas,

Cde Chiwewe added
that the bandits had
been on the rum since
the offensive started re-
auliing in fewer incur-
sions acrose the border.

On the situation in-
side the ocountry, he
said the nation had'been
shocked and horrified by
the murder and mutila-
tion of defencelesg civil-
ians including mission-
aries, farmers, oivil
servantg and supporters
of the Govermment by
bandits in Matabeleland
and the Midlands.

A few districte in
Mashonaland Wes¢ and
Masvingo provinces
were aiso affected, but
the defence and secu-
rity forces had account.
ed for most of the
bandits’ leaders and
their gangs.

The present offensive
by the security forces
in the affected areas had
been “quite pleasing” as
evidenced by the kiliing
of notorious bandif
leader Richard Gwesela
and some members of
his 3

Cg:n %hlwawe added
that the public was be-
ing urged toiabl? l::g
vigilant, especially
the coming of the rains
and ¢he festive season.

“People are advised
to avoid employing
aliens whose life his-
tory they cannot easily
establish,

“We are under in-
structions from the
Prime Minister to try
and reduce ghe inflow of!
aliens through opr bor-
ders,” he said.

Also at the Press con-
ference was the acting
army, commander,
Major ~ General Sheba
Gava, and the deputy
secretary for defeace,
Cde Charles Kuwazsa.





