BANDITS LEAVE THOUSANDS HOMELESS
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era in
Monmban OP t%ﬁrsl
Zambezia ptovlnee since
1982 have driven at leasat
840 000 people Trom their
homes, wreaking havoc on
the area’s economy, the
official AIM news agency
reporta& on Friday.
were
\maue to produce food,
destitute and threatened

vby famine, the agency
sald, adding efforts were
under way %o establish
agricutural and other
productive enterprises.
AIM said MNR bandits
had destroyed 68 schools
and damaged more than
600 others, forcing 135 000
children out of school in
the province over the past
five years,
More than half of the
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280 health centres in the
province, which has a
of three mil-
Hon, were reduced to rub-
tle by MNR insurgen
during the same pe
ATM said

The agency wag quoting
a spokeaman for Mozam-
bique’s Emergency Na-
tional Executive Oommit-
tee, responsible for co-
ordinating relief aid

1t said the bandits, who
have been fighting to top-
ple the government since
independence in 1975, also
destroyed a sugar mill at
Luabo, on the north hank
of the Zambemi Rlver. four
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The bandits destroyed
three cotton plantations,
slaughtered 000 cattle
and razed 503 out of 1 700

bandits has forceg about

"7000 Mozambican men,

bordering Mozambique),
the displaced Mozambi-
cans wtarted arviving at
Chiponde on the Malawi
cglde of the border with
Mozambi que on July 13.:
By July 17 about 7000

port that they fled Ma-

“ndimba distiict in Niassa

Province when fighting
flared up between govern-
ment forces and MNR
bandits on July 13.
Relief food

were being
Chiumbangame village, in
Chief Jalasi, where the
displayed people have been
Mana-Pana.
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