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MNR murders strain

SA-Malawi link®

By a Special Correspondent in Mapute
MALAWI'S normally warm rel:,gons
with South Africa have sharply dete-
rlorated ag a result of the deaths of a
number of Malawian. soldiers and civi-

lian railway workers inside Mozam-

bique. .

On May 25 a group of over 100 .

South African - backed Mozambique
Nationa)l Resistance bandits attacked
a gang of Malawian railway workers
and theid

of Malema 150 kilometres

Mozambique.

In the battle, four Malawian and -
seven Mozambican soldiers were killed. !

In addition, five Malawian railway
workers, including three engineers, died
and 17 were wounded, An unknown
number of MNR
and wounded.

+ These are the first Malawlan mili-

tarv deaths inside Mozambique since
Malawi committed troops in April to
nrotecting the strategic railway to the
Moczambican Indian Ocean port
cala. The number of Malawlan troops
now iInside Mozambique is put at be-
tween 400 ang 500. ,

Malawi, the only African country to
have diplomatic relations with South
Airlea, called in the South African
military attache at the embassy in
i.ilongwe to make a strongly-worded
formal protest over the incident, diplo-

matié ‘soi‘xrcesmsfa;v.
The railwav to the deepwater port
of Nacala is by far Malawl’s shortest

and cheapest route to the sea. But it

“has heen closed for over three years
ag a result of MNR sabotage. Malawi,
in common with other landlocked coun.

trieg in the region, has been forced to

suend manv milliong of extra pounds on
freisht bills putting its trade through
Sonth Africa’s ports and railways.

In a~ddition -to the Malawian com-

mitment to  nrotecting the Nacala
rovite, Mozambhican officials sav that
Inet ves» L.onrho’s chief executive, Mr
“Tiny” Rowland, loaned the governmeny
over US$4 million, ty train ang eouin
n )-strone special force to protect

combined Malawi and Mozam-
bique army guard force near the town |
inside

bandits were killed

Na-

TR e . }

the route, They are being' trained in

Mozambiaue by former memberg of the

Rritian Rnecin} Ajr Service (SAS) re-
hag extensive businesy -

giment. Lonrho
Interests in Malawd.

Diplomatic sources poj ' o
. , nt :
fronv of Malawi's commitment oil:: l?::’

zamblque todav and th 1 Mo- |
deterioration e resulting |
South Afrigg, " 8 relations with |

_ Malawi's octogenarian leade;'.‘

he has supporteq a n
t umbe :
opposed t3 Mozambique's ru{mgﬁ::?ilrlx?:

party. '
Last year, just before his death in
a mysterious plane crash In South
Africa, Mozambique’'s late presicent,
Samora Machel, threatened to put mis-

‘ ‘siles on his border with Malawi and

economically blockade that country if
it did not cease providing a rear base
for the MNR.:

Malawi responded by ejecting thous-

ands of MNR bandits into Mozambique
m an invasion which for some weeks
threatened the centre-north of the

country. This resulted in Tanzanis
committing troops to the centre-morth.
Zimbabwe had earlier committed seve- -

ral thousand troops further south.
Since those traumatic events late

last year the military situation has -

greatly improved, ag have relations be-
tween Malawi and Mozambique, who
have signed a joint security pact.

. Given Malawi’s vulnerability, many
of Dr Banda’s senior officials- have
long argueq that the only sensible
policy was to improve relations with
Mozambique and other countries in the

region and rehabilitate and secure the

Nacala route,

The deaths of the Malawian soldiers
and railway workers inside Mozambique

is likely, to be only the first in a serles

of incidentg on the Nacala route lead-
ing to further deterioration in rela-
tions between Lilongwe and Pretoria.
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