
Zimbabwean and Mozambican troops recapture towns (Text) Conrbined Zimbabwean
gd Mglambique defence forces have recaptured the towns of Sena, Mutara. Vila Nova.
_B-uut [phoneticl and Vila Caia, which fefl in the hands bf the MNR bandits last year.
More than 100 bancl i ts have been ki l led c lur ing the conrbat.  A sel f -sty led general  forMNR
!t-e1at9, Antonio, has been kil led and the battalion comrnander in charge of the base at
Vila Caia has been captured. The Arrny Contmander, Lt-Gen Rex Nhongo. who visited
the Iword indist inct l  in Moz.arnbique this week. saic l  that  he *as sai isf ied that the
operations are goin_g on well. Vila Caia situated alonq tlre Zarnbezi valley, through which
passes the.rai lway l ine to Beira,  was recaptured on Tuesday morning by airbornõ troops.
Sorne of  the equipment recovered dur ing the operat ions ìnclude ÃD-r i f les,  B-85 radio
communicat ion set of  South Afr ican or ig in,  nrortars and several  rounds of  arnmunit ion.
Br ig Mutambara of  the Zirnbabwe Defence Forces has told the [word indist inct l  at  Vi la
Nova r t rany bandi ts f led to Malawi.  t {e said the conrbined forceì could not nrake fol low-
upjperations because they would have violated Malawi's territory. (Harare honre service
in English IT45 gtnt l4 Feb 87)


