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From David Beresford T
in Maputo N

A CRITICAL stage has been
reached in the anti-apartheid
struggle — both for the in-
community and
“black Africa " — in Mozam-
bique’s war with the rebel
forces of the MNR.

The Frelimo Government,
under the new leadership of
President Joaquim Chissano.
is engaged in a military and
diplomatic offcnsive against
the South African-backed
rebels. which threastens to
precipitate a new escalation
in the conflict.

Senior governmenl sources
confirmed at the weekend
that Tanzanian troops were
being brought into the cdun-
trv as part of the countor-
offensive, joining several
thousand Zimbabwean troops
already stationed herc.

The Chief of Staff. Sebas-
tiano Mabote, has already
been replaced by the paliti-
cal commissar of the armned
forces, Mr Armando Pan-

guene, who is conducting the

3

new initistive. The appoint-
ment, which has not been
publicly announced. is ox-
rected to have a considerahle
mpact on the org:nisation of
the army.

The counter offensive is in
response to incursions into
Mozambique's northern pro-
vinces by MNR farces from
neighbouring Malawi. It is
being coupled with_heavy
prossure by  the Frelimo
Government on Malawi to
shut down MNR bases on
their territory as well as to
start  using _ Mozambique,
rather than South African
transport routes.

Weekend reports in Map-
uto clzimed that Malawi hed
azreed to coperate with Moz
ambique. at a meeting of a
Jjoint security commission set
up by the two countries.

This follows disclosures hy
Sauth Africa—based on state

documents recovercd from the

Machel air crash — that the
Frontline states were consid-
ering drastic steps against
Malawi, including closure of

' MNR war reachhébs'l critigél

its borders and possible mili-
tary action to destroy bridzes
on its transport routes o
Zambia wnd Tanzania.

The  concerted  actinn
against the MNR and Malawi
now raices questians  al aut
the South Africans’ respen-,
which enald be crucial to that
country’s survival in the face
ot the international sanctions
drive.

The Mozambique Govern-
ment belicves that Pretovia is
now airlifting supplics to
rebels in the north. Reported
sightings of submarines in
the Mozambique channel hos
alsa given some support to
speculation that they may be
landing weapons by sca.

Fears in Maputo are that
the MNR. with South African
encouragement, is now goinz
for the overthrow of the Fic-
limo Government in an effort
to secure the country's sup-
port for sanction bustinz
operations. The fears are
cncouraged by an apparent
switch in MNR tactics—trom
mere destabilisation of the
economy, to opcrations de-
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stage

signed to establish control
over territory——in their incur-
sions  from  Malawi, which
;l‘:n-lopfd irom late Septem.

t
The MNR offensive  has
been concentratd on the pro-
vinee of Zambesia and, to a
lesser extent. an Tote pro-
vince, whicit are 2cograpitic-
aliy divided by Mulawi, Al
thoush information on the
development of the confiict
is searce — partly because of
poor  communications  in
Aozambique - it is believed
that the rebels eontrol most
ol the towns in Zumhosis,
with the exceptions of (he
provincial capital. Quelimane,
the provincisl military heod.
quarters at Mocuba. and the
small port of Chinde which is
packed with refugees,

The war has had a devast-
ating impact on Zambhosia
vhich was once responsible —
with its tea. coconut. and
olier plantaiions — for more
than half the eountry’s for-
cizn earninzs, s destabilis-
ation hy the MNR has made
a major contribution to the
collapse in the country's for-
ecizn  earnings. from abou:
2230 million in 1980 to lese
then S€0 million last year.

[t is expected that the MR
will try 1o drive on south to
attack the = Beira corridor.”
tire road and rail link betwe-n
Mutare and Ziaahabwe and
the port of Leira, Eforts to
koep this eorvidor open huive
become a symal of collab.
aration betwccn the Frontlioe
states in whet they see as a
diresct struuzle with Seuth
Miica,

Maost of Zuvhabue's troaps
in Morambicue «— now b
licved to number aver 10,070
- are deploved alens thae
corridor. Tt is assuimed hin
the Tenzanian rrinfarecments
will be nta>d azainst the MXR
further norti. :

The stakes for the Frant
line states in the Mozembiae
struzgle are estremele hith
For landlocked Zimbabwe in

particular. the enilapse of
thr  Frelimo  Government
would make it entirl

reliant on South Africa for
furvival. The close identi-

fication of internsts hetwern
the two countries explair.
Presidont  Chissano’s  vasy~
references  recenily to  the
nrospect of sonic  political
union eventually developinz
betwoen thenr.

But despite the erucial
nature of the struggle. and
tite  Mazambigque  Govern-

< eommitinent to
ist-Leninisin_ and pro-
ian internstionalism.”
there is no sugzestion that
the could ;
Anzola’s exampie and bring
m Soviet blor. eor Cuban
troaps for suppert.

There are Savier and Eo-t

Y mL vogdvisers m

rem b
ment anpears determined ta
linsit  the use aof foreizn
forces to African states. or
at least members of the non
aliancd  movement.  There
are roports  circulatinz in
govermnent circles hore that
India may he sendinT fi:.
zates to patrol the Mozamn.
hique channel,
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