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s i tuat ion in Southern Afr ica is  de-
ter iorat ing very fast .  Af ter  years of  des-
tab i l i sa t i on  p rac t i sed  by  Pre to r ia  bo th
direct ly  and through i ts  surrogate force,
the  Mozamb ique  Na t iona l  Res is tance ,
and af ter  a severe drought which has
brought starvat ion and economic disrup-
t ion,  Mozambique is  barely able to resist
the present assaul t  i t  is  receiv ing

Sergio Vie i ra,  Mozambique's secur i ty
minister ,  has warned that  Pretor ia may
be planning an invasion wi th the aim of
instal l ing a puppet regime. Even i f  mat-
ters do not  go that  far  th is t ime, the
mi l i tary p icture is  st i l l  ser ious.  The rebel
forces who have been shel tered by Mala-
wi  and recrui ted,  funded and t ra ined by
South Afr ica,  are now contro l l ing br id-ees
that  cross the Zambesi  r iver ,  as they ar-
r ive f rom the north.  I f  they cross to the
south,  they wi l l  ser icusly threaten other
e c o n o m i e s  t h a n  M o z a m b i q u e ' s ,  Z i m -
babwe's for  one,  ancl  thc threat  to Mapu-
to wi l l  in  any case have movcd c: loser.

Z i m b a b w e  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  i t s e l f  t o
w ide - rang ing  m i l i t a ry  ass i s tance .  P res i -
dent  Machel  recent ly  to lc l  a press confcr-
ence  tha t  Mozamb ique  wou ld  tu rn  to  the
Soviet  Union for  mi l i tary a ic l  i f  South
Afr ica di rect ly  at tacked Mozambique. In-
d ia ' s  P r i rne  lV l i n i s te r  Ra j i v  Gandh i  sa id  i n
Harare that  India u,ould consider sup-
p l y ing  a rms  i f  F ron t l i ne  S ta tes  reques ted
such aid and ment ion was ntai le of  an
Indian ai r  force cover for  the l le i ra cor-
r i do r .

Bu t  sho r t - te rm a id  i s  no t  an  answer  to
a  long- te rm p rob lem.  Thc re  i s  i ronv  in
the  fac t  tha t  the  EEC h ls  q i vcn  iuch
large f inancia l  assistance to the Southern
Afr ican Development Coordinat ion Con-
ference and yet  is  now completely fa i l rng
to speak wi th one voice ancl  impose ef fec-
t ive economic sanct ions on South Afr ica.
The  b i cke r ing  in  B russe ls  has  made  c lea r
to South Afr ica that  i t  can act  wi th i rn-
pun i t y  and  no  consequences  w i l l  f o l l ow .
T'hose innocent c iv i l ians that  Mrs Thatch-
er is  so anxious to pr() tcct  f rom sanct ions
are  p resen t l v  be ing  k i l l ed  anc l  mu t i l a ted
in  the i r  hundreds  in  N lozamb ique ;  Wes t -
e rn  vac i l l a t i on  and  in t rans igence  bears  a
la rge  po r t i on  o f  the  b lame.

News that  tsr i t ish business is  poised to
leap  in to  the  b reach  opencc l  up  by  the
LjS ( iongress sanct ions vote adds rnsul t  to
rn lu rv .  And  Br i t i sh  govc rnment  pe rsonne l
a r e  a r d i n g  t h c m ,  u n r e p e n t a n t .

Mozamb ique- ' s  need  t s  u rgen t .  ( l oun -
t r i es  who  re jec t  p la t i t udes  and  accep t
the i r  respons ib i l i t y  to  hc lp  the  f ron t l i ne
w i ths tand  Sou th  A f r i ca  shou ld  now come
forward and jo in the f ight  for  quickly-
rmposed  an r t  c r i pp l i ng  sanc t ions  aga ins t
thc  reg ime  .  T 'hose  who  w l l l  no t  w i l l  come
to  res re t  i t .
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