Rebels offer truce to Mozam bique,
challenge Zimbabwe
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Boosted by recent militaly victo-.
riu.Mmmbicanrebelgoﬂ'eredn

wean Prime Minister Robert
Mugabe oa Sunday that his country

would fight 10 the last mag o prevest .
; RENAMO from teking power in Mo--

2ambique. '

An estimated 12,000 Zimbabwean
troops are helping the Mozambican
army in its war against RENAMO.

Reuters said the rebel spokesman
read a statement from RENAMO
leader Afonso Dhlakama that said,
“We have declared war against Zim-
babwe"

The spokesman said the rebels
would attack military and economic
targets.

A spokesman for the RENAMO of -
fice in Washington could not verify
the Lisbon statement.

At a Capitol Hill press conference
earlier, RENAMO proposed its
peace plan in another statement

avoid total military defeat,” Mr.
Dhlakama warned in a letter read by
his Washington representative, Luis
B. Serapiac, a professor at Howard
University. “If Frelimo rejects these
reasonable conditicns, RENAMO
mmopﬁmbutmpmsmwimme

RENAMO also launched an all-out

emment and recognize RENAMO as
a democratic freedom-fighting
group.

“Mozambique will be the first
country to defect from the camp of
Soviet slave states and take her place
among the free nations of the world”
Mr. Dhlakama said in the letter:

“But where is America at this his-
toric turning point? As the Frelimo
regime is toppling to its knees, this

imini A . S,

tion is being caught with

the pants of its Mozambique poli
around its knees.” e po cy‘
. RENAMO, which receives no U.S.
aid, recently has scored impressive
victories against the embattled
Frelimo forces, exerting control
over much of the countryside. The
;I:els ml': mo;le than 3,000 Frelimo
iers have fled into neighborin,
st -
mo is supported by an esti-
mated 2,500 Soviet-bloc military and
security advisers and up to 13,000
Zimbabwean and Thnzanian troops.
Mr. Dhlakama appealed for non-
lethal aid such as medicine, text
' books and clothing.
Mr. Dhlakama asked President
~Reagyn wo dispatch a special eqvoy -

to “liberated Mozambique™ to make
an indcpendent assessment, and to
visit communist Mozambique as
well.

He assured the Reagan adminis-
tration that RENAMO is preparing
to establish a democratic govern-
ment. He said RENAMO has set up
an internal national council com-
posed of 12 members, a military
council composed of 10 provincial
generals and two headquarters staff
generals and a civil cabinet with po-
sitions for agriculture, education
and other public concerna.

“RENAMO as a military entity is
winning the war> the letter says.
“RENAMO as a political entity is in-
creasing its legitimacy. RENAMO is
the de facto government of free Mo-
zambique. For this reason, I find it
difficult to understand why certain
American officials with responsibil-
ity for Mozambique policy will not
recognize RENAMO as a national re-
sistance in Mozambique.™

Instead, Mr. Dhlakama said in the
letter, the United States government
“has dealt exclusively with the un-
elected, Soviet-backed, communist

jected out of hand democratic alter-
natives from Mozambique.”

“1 therecfore call upon the author
of the Reagan Doctrine to repudiate
this travesty of administration in his
own house and that he remove ob-
structionist bureaucrats with an in-
terest in propping up the Marxist
status quo.”

Conservative groups such as the
Heritage Foundation and the Con-
servative Caucus have been urging
the Reagan administration to aid the
guerrillas as it has the anti-
communist rebels of the National
Union for the Total Independence of
Angola.

“Without direct combat support
from the Soviet bloc, the |Frelimo]
regime will be forced to negotiate
with the rebels,” according toa Heri-
tage Foundation report released at
the press conference.

The Heritage Foundation has
asked President Reagan to warn the
Mozambique government and other
Marxist regimes in the region that
the introduction of Cuban, Ethiopian
or other East bloc combat forces into
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likely force an invasion by South Af-
rican” forces.

If Frelimo ignores such ower-
tures, the Heritage Foundation said,
the United States should consider
providing direct military aid ®
RENAMO.

The United States has been trying
to woo the Marxist government away
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