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And if the rebels DID win they

wouldn’t know what to do

'HE war In Mozamblqu~ has taken on & dramatically

“diffurent character with the capture by the MNR rebels of
five towns and a key bridge over the Zambesi River.

The taking of the towns rc

ts a radical departure from

the classical hit-and-run guerilla tactica used by the MNR up to

oW,

If the rebels hold the town of Mimun, which cammands one of only

two bridgea over the river, thuy will be in a pusition to cut much of the
beiwean northern und scithern Mozambique. '
The cnly other bridge over thy river, which bisects the country, is to

the northwest at Tete, But uven
‘roadl traffic crossing at Tete has
to doudble back to Mutaraza or go
through Malawl to reach northern
Muozambique. :

If the vebels can hold the other
towng they will enormously in-
‘crease their ability to furce the Fre-
limo Government to 2 their de-
mand for negotiations aimed at a
political solution to the war. .

Few [{ any reputable analysts
belleve there can be & military solu-

ton without outside Intervention,
and that appe..rs unlikely,
" Mozambique, in effect, Is being
destroyed by a war nobody can win.

The Frellmo government has
proved itself unable to defeat the
rebels, who have progressively
strengthened thefr position until
they now deny the government ef-
fective control of as much ay two-
thicds of Mozambique.

By all accounts Frelimo's army,
the FPLM, is poorly trained and
equipped, badly pald and lacgely
dermoralived, The MNR's successes
are axcribed net so much to its own
sirength as to the FPLM's weak-
ness.

1f the Frelimo government were
onsted it would very likely go back
{o the hush and fight the kind of
guerillc war it weged against the
Portuguese. And this time it might
be even more effective, for it would
probably hayve safe bases In Z2im-
babwe,

The rebels, however, are consid-
ered incapable of forming a viable
goverment even if they were able to
topple Frelimo. The, have shown
no abllity to seize and hold large
areas and administer them.

Untll their capture last Decem-
ber of Caia, another town further
down the Zambesi from Mu-
tavara, they had never made a se-

,Hious. attempt to occupy an urban

" Much will now depend on whett-

¢t they can hoid the towns they now

m‘ . R
Frelimo's chances of gotting out-

‘side assistance from Cubx\, the So-.
viet: Union or any other of its Com-
munist zllies are considered poor. It
-was because they had declined to

come tu his rescue against the
South African-backed MNR that
President Machel was obliged to
sign the Nkomati Accord..
Expert analysts believe he hoped
the signing of the accord would cnd
the war by cutting off the MNR's
South African support. When these
hopes were dashed and the MNR
grew even stronger, President Ma-

chel was leftoutona imb. - -
"+ He accused South Africa of con-

tinuing to supply them in violation
of the accord, but the rebels said
they could capture all the arins
they needed from government
troops.

Subsequently the African Nation-
al Congress stepped up insurgent ai-
tacks in South Africa and Pretoria
claimed these were again being
isunched from Mozambique in con-
{ravention of the accord.

It is not clear whether Presj-

.dent Machel has permitted a re-

sumption of these atlacks from his
country in an atterapt to force Pre-
toria to stop ils alleged aid fov
the MNR.

But the harsh South African re-
sponse — stopping the recruitment
of migrant workers in Mozambique
and threaiening lo attack again
ANC targets across the border —
has left Frelimo in an even worse’
position than before, for Mozambi-:

Gerald L’Ange of the Africa News Service reports on the situation inside Mozambique

que relies heavily on income. from
the migrant workers.

The rebel forces that captured
the central towns almost certain-
ly came from Malawl, where Fre-
lme claims they had bases, They
were apparently ejected by Malawi
iafter tline States threatened to
close its landlocked borders if it
didn't. : _

Whether the lack of Malawian
hases will make the rebels less ef-
fective remains to be seen. But past
performance indicates the Frelimo
forces will be unable to take advan-
tage of the situation on their own

Mozambican and Zimbabwean
defence chiefs met this week to
discuss improving joint security.
Zimbabwe has ccmmitted severa)
thousand troops to *=» defence of
the Beira corridor along which run
its rail and pipeline links to the sea.

It is also guarding convoys run-
ning through Mozambique's Tete
provinze between Malawi and Zim-
babwe,

But there has been no strong in-
dication that Zimbabwe is willing
to get dragged into a probably un-
winnable guerilla war.

Continued military advances by
the MNR and continued setbacks
for Frelimo must increase the pros-
pects of a negctiated compromise
hetween them, but analysts do not
rule out the possibility of the war
simply going on and dragging 1Mo
zambique even deeper into ruin.



