Wife is left to her fate .
lozambique
‘soldiers flee

‘rebel

BLANTYRE. ~-Some
1 500 Mozambican s0l-
diers fled into Malawi
from recem
with Right-wing rebels
of the Mozambican
National  Resistance
(MNR), Malawi’s of-
ficial news  agency
Mana reported.
Civilians, including the
familics of the Mozambi.
can soldicrs, also fled

across the border, the

agency said.

It quoted a soldicr as
saying: "I managed to es-
cape into Malawi with
only my 18-month-old
son, Antonin,

1 left his cxhausted
mother behind to her fate
tecause she could not
keep up with my pace.”

Mana said  Malawi
handed 330 of the soldiers
back to Mozambigue
Qctober 1, about 700 on
October Y and another
416 on Thursday,

- guns,

fighting

with

It said the Mozambi-
cans catered Malawi still
armed  with  machine
rocket launchers
and amniunition.

The MNR has been
fighting the Maputo Gov-
crnment since indepen-
dence in 1975, and Mo-
zambique charged last
month that the rebels op-
crate from bases in Mal-
awi.

Malawi denies it and
recently  established  a
joint security commission
Mozambique to
probe border pioblems.

The small Mozambican
town of Zumbo, close to
the border with Zambia
and Zimbubwe, was re-
ported to be virtually de-
seried following an on-
slaught by hundreds of
Renamo rebels recently
expelled from Malawi, o
i farare report said.

The Herald says the fall
of the town on Monda,
follows President Kamu-

o CGhzen ttio|eb

10YCes

2u Banda’s order to rebels
to leave cross-horder
hide-outs in Maliwi,

At o summit iy Blan.
tyre lost month with the
leaders of Mozambigue.
Zambia and Zimbabwe,
life  President  Banda
faced demands to curb
the use by Renamo of
Malawizn soil, or face a
possible blockade by his
Black nerghbours.

Situated near the water
of Lake Cabora Bassa,
Zumbo, with a popula.
tion of about 3 0K}, had 2
garrison of just 38 troops
when  several * hundred
weil-armed  rebels  at.
tacked on Monday, says
the Herald.

About 1S5 of the &
fenders reached anotlier
border village along with
fleeing civilians,

More than S00 civilians
from the arca are report-
cd to have fled into the
Zambian border  distiict
of Luangwa. but only se-
ven families had crossed
the Zambezi to make
their way to Zimbabwe,
All had relatives by mar-
riage in this county.

‘The Herald again ques.
tions the extent of Presi-
dent Banda's compliance
with the demands of the
Front Line lcaders, The
expulsion of the rebels,
who left  with  their
weapons, took place de-
spite tie establishment of
a  Mozambique-Malawi
joint security commis-
sion. the report says, —

Sapa.



