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Mozambique feels the pain of war.;,

AN HOUR'S dnive out of
Maputo, past citrus orchards,
a model stule dairy farm, a
wvim military base, and manl
miles of ecmply pin

grasslands, lies a large,
almost flaished, dam which
nexl Year will secure the
capital's water supply and
uTigate 17,000 acres of new
farmland. The $160 million
Pequenos Libombos site,
‘where MW heavily guarded
ltalisns work and play wilh
be aid of badminton, lennis,
switnming, aud a restaurasnt

tuey »ay 18 lhe best in
Moiambique, 15 pant of
three am scheme of

electricily and irrgation ia
Soulhern Mozambigue. Al the
same Lwe, 10 the nurth, the
coualry's moslt ambitious
hydro-electric plant al
Cabors  bassa teelers, like
much ¢lae 1o the counlry, on
tbe verge of complele
cullapse under lhe pressure
of South African-backed
sabolage. Meanwhile,
Mozsmbique 13 payiug $4m a
year to Soulb Africa for
imported electricity although
the scheme waus designed lo
saport W South Afnica.

The coalraal illusirates Lhe
gap between Muzambique's
upes sld ils achicvements.
The greal turbiaes of Lhe new
dams, like the crowds of
leughing childrea i1a any
aeighbourhood creche, the
vacciuslivn cards which wir-
tually every child 10 lbe
counlry hes, or the gencral
electiona fyr the People’'s
Asseubly Detng lheld this
muald, src sowe of the coun-
uUy's exauvrdinary umphs
ovct the W possible.
WXohunt i vEAGs &

balionhood have been built
up in an economic aad social
desert bequeathed by the
Portuguese and further laid

‘wasle by Soulh Africa's

undeclared war  and
economic sanctions.
Portugal's colonial rule was
Africa’s most grotesque
experience of exploitation —
buman and material
resources were sucked out Lo
Portugal and South Africa,
leaving a country which
South Africa delermined lo
make a-bantustan after
Poun‘?um colonial sociely
o away. The brulalising
lefu:y - el Portuguese
colouialism plus the lerrible
economic deprivation and
dislocation of recenl years
explains why South Africa
cab fund tens of thousands of
Mozambicans 1o (ight their
fellows, ageals of a terror
they do nol evea try to
uaderstand.

Caplured MNR guerrillas
usually say they were fighting
against Russians, bul “they
bave no concepts of nalion-
hood or patriotlism,” accord-
mg o one pruviace governor
who has lalked to many
furmer bandils now being re-
inlegrated into Frelimo vi)-
lages and organisatlional
structures. “Education — (o
combat fatalism, s0 our citi-
3ens are no loager circum-
acribed by their village, but
understand its place in our
oation and Mozawmbique's
place in the wider world — is
a Modumental part of our
huge battle,” explains Mario
de Graca Machungo, Planning
Minister and a member of the
ll-man Political Bureau.

Toup officials readily con-
cede Lhat the creation of a

Mozambique which is non-
racial, oon-aligned, socialist,
and economically viable has

faltered against even greater

obstacles than were expec-
led. Oql{ the end of apart-
heid will allow development
to be put back on the agenda,
they say. The Nkomati peace
pact, signed with South
Africa two years ago and now
acknowledged only to have
bought a modest breathing
space, is over.

“Oualy 10 years ago 90 per
cent of us were illiterate —
we had no middle managers,
or indeed managers oa any
ievel, no organlsers,” said
Machungo explaini;l‘g the
recenl welcome by Mozam-
bique of some foreign multi-
nationals such as Lonhro.

“The capital they are pul-
ting in is management which
means know-how and the
beginpings of a transfer of
technology." Western
observers refer triumrhumly
1o Loohro's successful farms
a3 “the garden of Eden.”

Bul the investments from '

the West, hoped for as part of
the Nkomali peace pacl, are
still barely perceptible. A
few peevish South Afrjcan
businesamen stay al the
beautiful old Polana Helel
overlooking Mapulo's bay and
talk about “éeuing in here at
thyq start” Cenainly Mozam-
bique's economy has never
been s0 deeYly vuluerable.
In the sar (Jﬁ““ of inde-
peundence sanctions
agaiost lan Smith’'s Rhodesia
cost Mozumbigue $510m over
four years. Drought, floods,
fumine, and war followed
without a breathing space.
The fragile Mozambican
economy suffered Africa’s

.

continent-wide collapse of
the terms of trade afler the
world oil price rise and went
into “sharp decline' from
1982, according to (he
minister.

To illustrate 1he serious-
ness of the current siluation
he cited export figures of 16
million tons per annum from
1880-82, now down lo 2 mil-
lion tons for last year, and
international rail freight
down from 11 million tons to
2 million in the last decade.
South Africa attracts freight
(rom the landlocked hinter-
land by slashing prices.
South Africa has spent mil-
liuns on sabotaging the ruil-
ways. Today repair teams are
al work constantly — one
train carrying soldiers, slecp-
ers, and ruils creeps in front
of the goods trains still
penetrating Mozambique's
vast under-populated
interior.

South Africa has reduced

tbe number of migrant
mineworkers, once an impor-

taat cushion for the economirt-

ta 50,000 men — less than ha
the number at independence.
It is now threatening to send
even these home — which
would increuse the already
serious unemployment in
urban areas.

Laust year President Samora
Machel declared a war econ-
omy. Sabotage has slashed

roduction figures in key
ndustries. Coal waus down
from 240,000 tons in 1975 o
less than half that figure in
1982, and this year is “in-
significaat,” according to
Machungo. Cement dropped
similarly from 120,000 tons at
independence to half by 1982,
“and today we are import-
ing.” ‘BPhe pattern in almost
every other industry is
similar. (There are excep-
tions such as the cashew nut
factories in Inhaumbane which
this year are working double
shifts and commandeering
extra slorage s?ace after a
bumper crop following a sus-
tained government eflort.)

The country is dependent
on food aid. Agriculture has
been destroyed much more

‘ by the bandiw’ terrorising of
* villagers and semi-paralysing

transport than by Frelimo's
openly acknowledged early
errors in agricultural policy.
In some rural areps pcople
are literally naked, shops are
“-‘,“R'V- and communication
with stule structures com-
pletely broken down. Esti-
matos of 1.8 million people in
need of food and other essen-
tials for displaced people are
approximations. There is
neither the administration
nor the runsport tu cure for

them beyond the coast and
the province capitals.

Since the famine crises of
1883/4 aid agencies have
mushroomed in Maputo and
thousands of lives were saved
by emergency tood distribu-
tion programmes. But loday
the impact of high-spending
international bodies on a
weak administration is less

ositive. Doaors now

equently use their aid to try
to enforce policy changes. say
officials. The US, for
instance, has put a small
amount of high profile aid
behind successful larFe
private farmers — a symbolic
contradiction of Frelimo's
commitment to poor peas-
ants. And, with a 170 per cent
debt service ratio, Mozam-
bique i3 unlikely to be able to
resist the usual IMF J)nckqge
of privatisation and social
welfure cuts which have
recently been imposed in
other African countries with
similar economic crises such
as in Tanzania and Ghana.

Mozambique's primar
health progrumme, whic
indepoendent health experls
describe as the most impres-
sive in Africa, may be the
first noticeable casualty. I so
it will be a serious political
blow to Frelimo which uses
Erevenuve health care as a
ey plank in community or-
ganising in both urban and
rural aroas.

Today, in spile of the war,
vaccigations are still being
done even in areas where a
kerosene shortage means ne
refrigeratlors work and a 12-
duy cool bag is the only pos-
sible recourse. This week, in
# typical gesture lowards the

future all fipal year student
doctors are going into rural
areas for a month’s practical
work.

Aid donors, particularly
the EEC and the Scandina-
are also deeply

vians, .
involved in long-term
economic  development

schemes across the country.
Most important is the SADCC
network of communications
and other projects aimed at
reducing the nine Southern
African counlries’ economic
dependence on South Africa.
These aid officials say that
“the best counter to MNR is
economic development,” but
senior Mozambican officials
such us Machungo see the
opposite. “Economic initia-
Lives, large, medium, or small
are prec selr the targels for
destructlion.’

To visil a factory at random
in Mapulo and talk to work-
ers who have become manag-
ers, or Lhe children of peas-
ants from remote villages
who are doing advanced
courses in high quqlng{ art-
work, or formerly illilerate
women who are organised
through Frelimo structures
into access lo a wider world
than husbands and homes, is
to see the real threat from
Mozambique 1o South Africa
and its allies. A mythical
base for a few ANC guerrillas
was never as dangerous us
the example of an organised
black workers’ und peasants’
state. As the Chief of Staff,
Colonel-General Sebastiao
Mabote, put it for the region
“the class struggle is boun

to continue . . . not everyone
might like our
conatitution . . .”



