- commander, ‘Major-Gene. .
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out of builets

Acceﬂg to water fs thus:

MA.PUTO
'I'I-IE band.its of the Mo-.

zambique National Resis= -

tance in the soythern pro-

.vince of Inhambane have

lost their most important

"basey, and Show signg of

running out of ammuni-
tion,

mbane provincial military

ral Domlngos Fondo, the
banditsz1 now move at
night ahd use axes, knivey
and machetes to kill de-
fenceless_civilians, He. de-
scribed the inurders a<
“acts of despair”

- Explaining the military

strategy of the Mozambi-
can armed forces in the

| province, Gen. Fondo said
‘that “basie to our attacks

against kandit camps. hagy
been the seizure of thei~

| water supplies

Inhambane ie an  ex-
tremely dry province, with
very few - watercourses.

According to the Tnha- |

.crucial for the MNR,
. Gen, Fondo sald the si-
tuation in the province
had improved dramatical-
- 1y- -thanks to ‘successive
army offensives. In 1982
- Inhambane wag the pro-
. vince worst. anected by
banditry,
*" The mmtary situation
.turned in the‘ govern:
ment’s favour from mid-
1983 -when the major:
-South African base at T~ -
- me in northern Inhambane .
‘was destroyed, Thisg was
used to comtrol MNR ac-
tivities over the-whole of
gouthern Mozambique,
Nosw the province is
‘calin angd it is possible -to
travel safely along all the -
main - Inhambane - roads.
Communal villages have
sprung up in areas ‘such .
as. ‘Malaica ~ whicly were
earlier-. dominated - by |
MNR activitv — Zlana-
AIM. . .




