—SA backs

mercenary
force—>- Nel
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JOHANNESBURG. — The South
African Government is pre?ared to
allow the Electricity Supply Com-
mission (Sscom), in co-operation
with its Mozambique counterpart,
to recruit, equip, train and finance
a4 mercenary force to protect its in-
terests in (kat country,

Mr Louils Nel, former Deputy
Minister of Foreirn Affafrs and
now hcad of the government's
new internal information ma-
chine, confirmed this in a briel
statement today.

Mr Nel was commenting on a
claim by afi"Amerlcan visiting
journalist who said Mr Nel had

told a grcup. of which he was a .

member, on Friday that South Af-
rica was prepared to send a merce-
nary force to help Mozambique in
the fight against the MNR rebel
maoavement.

This was incorrect, Mr Nel said

today.

i
what he had told the journahicts

was that the South African govein-
ment was prepared to allow Fs.
vom, in co-operation with its
counterpart in Mozambique, to re-
«ruit, equip, train and finance a
mercenary force to guard Escom’s
interests in Mozambique.

These interests included the Ca-
fiors Bassa Dam. the power line
from the dam to South Africa and
the power line from Komatipoort
to Maputo.
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