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ANOTHER CLANGER

IF THERE is anything more em-
barrassing than Pretoria at-
lempting lo cover up a bungle, it
1s Pretoria making a clean
breast of it, When that happens,
vou know they've heen caught
with their pants down,

And the exposure could hard-
Iy have been more tota! than it
was at Wednesday's hastily sum.
moned Press briefing at which
the Foreign Minister made an
ahiect confession of South Afri-
can double-dealing with Rena-
mo from the signing of the Nko.
mati Accord with Mozainhique
in March 1984 right up until a
moidi or two ago.

We have some sympathy for
thuse who have to deal in this
shadowy werld of international
intrigue where nobody comes
with clezn hands and everyone,
from the CIA to the KGR, zets
egs on his face sometimes. But
having said that, there are few
redeeming features about the
astonishing and extremely dam-
aging disclosures contained in
Renamo documents captured
when toyal troops overren the
rebel movement's headquarters
in Mozambique recenily.

“The [Mozambican] allega-
tions, in broad terms, are cor-
reet and fhe Nkomati Accord
wax violated. said Mr Pik Botha,
concluding his amazing tale of
seeret radio cemmunication..
supply drons by the SAAF, help
i the coestruction of an air-
strip s ting Renamo offi

cers in a submarine, and three
clandestine visits by Deputy
Foreign Minister Louis Nel to a
rebel base in the bush, one of
which not even Mr Botha him-
self knew about in advance.

The personal risks th: 1ntrop-
id Mr Nel apparently o0k to
promote peace talks between
the rebels and the Frelime gov-
ernment are stirring stuff. But at
the same time one is bound to
question the ‘Lone Ranger' ap-
proach. the strong impilication
that SADF members who sympa-
thised with Renaiwo were not
under proper control, and above
all why all these clandestine
dealings were concealed from
Frelimo, with whom South
Africa had signed a solenin
agreement in which mutual
trust wus paramount.

Once again Gevernanen!'s
credibility lies in tatters, pao-
ticularly in the light of its ad
nission in Parliament earlic-
this year that it had supported
Renamo hefore the Nkomati Ac-
cord but not afterwards,

While attempts to restart top-
level talks with an unders{and-
ably frosty Frelimo continue,
the iinplications of this dehacle.
with ali its James Bond uver-
tones, can only be guessed at
And that goes tor what Prest
dent Machel will be telling
President Reagan in Washing-
ton this week, too.

Pretoria’s word, il seems, is
not as good as its Bopd.



