
MNR strongholds captured 4€D
ï he  j o i n t  Mozamb ique -Z imbabwe  o f f en -
s r ve  aga ins t  Mozamb ique  Na t i ona l  Res t s t -
ance (MNÊ) rebels  has been extended 

,4from the central provinces of Sofala .>
Manica and Zambezia  to  a  "second 

'  
L

f ront "  in  Maputo prov ince in  the south,
government  and mi l i ta ry  o f Í ic ia ls  in  d .<
Maputo conf i rmed on 1 1  September .  , '

The jo in t  o f fens ive,  a imed at  f  ina l ly
dest roy ing the rebels ,  began on 

' l  
Ju ly ,

accord ing to  Maputo rad io  repor ts .  How-
ever ,  the par t ic ipat ion o f  Z imbabwe
troops in  act ive combat  in  Mozambique
- rather than their previous defensive
du t i es  on  road ,  r a i l  and  p ipe l i ne  l i nks
to  Malawi  and Bei ra  por t  -  was on ly
of f ic ia l ly  acknowledged by the wo
governments  on 7 September ,  dur ing
the announcement  o f  the capture o f  the
MNR's 'Casa 

Banana '  headquar ters  in
the  f oo th i l l s  o f  Go rongoza  moun ta in ,
nor thern Sofa la  prov ince.

Casa Banana was caotured in a f ive-
hour  bat t le  on 28 August  in  which
Mozambican in fant ry  were suppor ted
by an est imated 2,500 Z imbabwean
pa ra t roope rs  (AE  D  7  : 9 :85 ) .  The  sup -
p l ies  and weapons captured were suf f  i -
c ient  to  keep the rebels  -  es t imated in
1984  to  number  abou t  2 ,000  -  qo inq
for  a t  least  three years ,  Mozamblcan"
mi l  i ta ry  author i t ies  say.

MNR commanderA fonso  D lakama  i s
reported to have escaped to northern
Sofa la  prov ince.  S ince the Casa
Banana at tack,  the mi l i ta ry  author i t ies
have c la imed the capture o f  a  number
of  major  bases in  the Gorongoza
nat iona l  park  area and in  Sofa la  and
Manica provínces.  However ,  an a t tack
on  t he  MN R ' s  ma in  t r a i n i ng  camp ,  a t
Gogogo in  Gorongoza park ,  was repor ted
st ì l l  to  be in  progress on 10 September ,
w i t h  t he  rebe l s  suppo r ted  by  UK ,  US ,
ls rae l i ,  West  German and Por tuguese
mercenar ies ,  mi Ì i tary  o f f ic ia ls  say.  They
c la im over  500 rebels  have been k i l led
in  t he  a t t acks ,  w i t h  a  f u r t he r  100  k i l l ed
in  successfu i  a t tacks on camps in
Manh i ca  and  Magude  d i s t r i c t s  i n  Mapu to
prov ince s ince the second f ront  was
launched  i n  l a te  Augus t .

Despi  te  recent  successes,  Mozambican
mi l i t a r y  and  o f f  i c i a l s  wa rn  t ha t  t he  o f f en -
s ive wi l l  cont inue f  or  severa l  months.
Th is  was echoed by Pres ident  Machel ,
du r i ng  a  v i s i t  t o  Casa  Banana  on  6
September .  "We have broken the back
o f  t he  snake ,  bu t  t he  t a i l  w i l l  s t i l l  wag
f o r  a  w h i l e . "

Z imbabwe  has  kep t  a  ve ry  l ow  p ro f i l e
abou t  i t s  i nvo l vemen t  i n  t he  o f f ens i ve ,
wi th  the on ly  o f f  ic ia l  s ta tement  made by
Pr ime  M in i s te r  Fobe r r  Mugabe  on  7
September .  "We have a duW ro go to  the
rescue  o f  Mozamb ique  when  ( i t )  i s  i n
t rouble , "  he to ld  a  press conference,  add-
ing "we dec ided ra ther  than mere lv  warr
to  be at tacked by the MNR we would go
on the of fens ive and wi th  Mozambique
t r y  and  e l im ina te  t he  band i t s . "

The size of  the Zimbabwe force in
Mozambique has not been publ ic ised, but
local observers estimated that up to
10,000 troops are now involved, compared
with the 3,400 who have been guarding
the pipel ine,  road and rai l  routes s ince
1982. In part, observers say, Zimbabwe's
decis ion to increase i ts involvement is a
response to requests for assistance made
by Machel  ear l ier  th is year.  l t  is  a lso
indicative, however, of growìng concern
in Harare about the possibi l i ty  of  South
Afr ica imposing trade and other sanct ions
against  i ts  neighbours (AED 7:9;85, page
6).  Because of  MNR actÍv i ty the routes
through Beira at  present account for  only
10 per  cent  o f  Z imbabwe 's  t rade -  w i th
the rest  going through South Afr ica -
but would be vital ' f or Zimbabwe's sur-
v ival  i f  the republ ic took reprísal  sanc-
t ions .  ln  August  Mugabe to ld  par l iament
that "whatever it costs us to safeguard
those routes is money wel l  spent."


