Zimbabwean forces In Mmambnque

ZIMBABWE forces in Mozambique's cen-
tral province of Manica have carried out a
nuinber of operations in recent weeks aimed

at beating back the threat of the anti-Frelimo

Mozambigue National Resistance (MNR)
against Lhe foresiry complex, floma.

The complex is focated ar Messica, bet-
ween the town of Manica and the pravincial
capital of Chimolo. 1t includes a saw mill
and a panel factory pluy a town of about 700
families,

When Swedish technicians were working
at Hioma in 1982, they fled the area when
MNR rebels came too close, Sone of the re-
planting units, Hke those at Bandula, near
Messica, and at Gafumbe, cast of Chirnoio,
have also been rebel tarpets.

in May, Ifloma vehicles were shot at and
two workers died, There are also thousands
of hectares of timber stands both north and
south of the main highway connecting the
Zimbabwe border 1o the port of Beira. The
farests bave become increasingly vulnerable
1o MNR activity. i Mozambigque manages 1o
ke any more wood oul of those areas in the
near future, it will probably have to be done
through Zimbabwe,

in Manica province, neither government
nor Frelimo parry officials will say that Zim-
habwean forces are carrying out operations
in Mozambigue. The loma complex is pro-
tected by & permanent force of Mozambican
soldiers, including arillery units and trained
worker-mikitia,

But Jocally people ialk of a Zimmbabwean
offensive againsi an MNR base froms which
attacks against Jfloma have been Taunched,
Messica is backed by a ridee behind which
Ahe base was located. It was apparently once
used by ZANU-PF during the siruggle for
Zimbabwe. On separate occasions both Zim-
babwean and Mozambican forces have over-
run the rebel hide-out, but the MNR later
moved back in.

About six weeks ago- the Zimbabweans
once more overwhelmed the rebels and this
time left behind a contingent to hold the ter-
riory.

According to a Zimbabwean army officer,
Zimbabwean soldiers have also been operal-
ing northwest of Messica, neay Mavonde,
which is north of Penhalonga where timber

stands su*}})l) ziw sawmill at Messica. Penha-
longa will soan be exhausted of usable
timber and Ratanda area, southwest of
Messica, iz supposed to supply the mill for
the next 15 to 20 years.

Access to the Ratanda Timber Stands is

cut off because of MNR gctivity and # can-

only be reached by using a route throggh
Zimbabwe. Aceording to [floma workers, 11
is planoed 1o use the Zimbabwean route 1o
take timber put over the next couple of
VEArS,

The operaticns in the Mavonde area, said
to Bave 1aken place in a three week period
that covered early July, corresponds to other
reports of an influx of dead Zimbabwean
soldiers inlo the Muiare morgue. Zimbabwe
has alsy reportedly suffered 2 number of
minor incidents of MNR rebel attacks
against food stores on Zimbabwean ter-
ritory.

The aid that Zimbabwe s now giving
Mazambigue may end up being very cosily,
But as Prime Minister Mugabe suaid in a re-
cent statement, if is in Zimbabwe's interest
o help. :

Mutare businessman, J Sanhanga, said,
“there are plenty of businessmen interested
i going into Mozambigue and we have quite
a lot of commodities here that wounid interest
Mozambicans — ioothpaste, soap, but also
construction materials like cement, wheel-
barrows, wripation materials. We can supply
them st a better price than eisewhere. We
wani timber. They've got beautiful tmbers
there and it would be far cheaper for ns,' he
continued. *‘If something could be done to
have the port of Beira apen, it woulkl make

Hife easier for this comptry,”

At the moment most imports are coming
vig South Africa, and the South Afrcans
“are plaving defaying tricks,” said Sanba-
nga. “"We pay storage charges for no other
reason than (g make things very expensive,”
e said,

“Certain PTA (Prefereatial Trade Area}
countries —— Seychelles and Bumndi for in-
stance — want 10 buy our pine and stop their
trade with South Africa. | have gat an order
now from the Seychelles. But from Mistare
1o them, through South Africa, ii's going (o
cosi three (imes more money to ship, We
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could <o a lot more export business but
transport is our biggest killer,” he said.

Regarding Zimbabwe-Mozambigue trade,
Mr Sanhanga said that 1t is Zimbabwe's
Trade and Commerce Ministry that is the
l‘d!!'it‘
' he said,
gt Mumz‘nhlquc has been '.-fn.ry interesied
i increasing trade.” Sanhanga said he
believes that the security situation is what
has made Il‘.c*ministry reluctant to facilitate
more business between the two countries.

Others are of the opinion that it is a form
of tradé protectionism. In terms of fruit like
oranges, which Zimbabwe also produces,
Muozambigue wmfid easily be able to under-
price Zimbabwe's product.

But there is a vasi amount of unofficial
irade in vegetables, fruit, special crops like
ginger and lychees, plus fish and cattle.

There are a lot of straight business deal
ings in Zimbabwe by the Ifloma coniplex
which does much of its purchasing in the
country. So do aid agencies — like the Red
Cross — who have been involved in relief
and development work for Manica and
Sofala provinces.

David Lameira, the head of Mozambi-
gue's Red Cross in Manica Province, said
that ihe general situation in the provinge is
*“beiter than in the pasi™

L

The *‘grave problems' of bupger in all
districts have eased off somewhat but recent
reports Irom the town Machaze in.
Southern Manica indicaie that grphaned
children are once again at risk.

The milltary sitwation is still serious
enough that the area can anly be reached by
aly ;mm and rthe craft used by the Red Cross
league has been withdrawn, The children are
being cared for by local families, Lanieira
said, but *“it’s pot enough. Food production
was good but not sufficient for everyone
because seeds arrived late and in small guan-
tities.””
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All alang the border of Manica provinee,
Mozambique relief workers are using Zim-
babwean routes to get [0 arcas othcm:sc
inaccessible because of the war. =
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