
( tk7 ,,í- Ì-1r: ' i  l Ì i  t:: "! ' ' '  
'{L')

i , * 1
t Õ l \ r  0  -  

' t(tvt, r t^f MOZAMBTQL}II LL' |  1  l \ , ' ,  a ,

Learlers Stress Defense as íTop Friority' y,

4t
Gen Mabote on Economic f.osses o'^ 

tIí
M B24l 235 Mdputo in English to Sourhern Afr ica I '"
I  100 G i{T 24 Aus 85

[Text] Mozambique's government and mil i tary leaders have
declared that the defense of the country must be given top
priori ty.

Speaking at one of several meetings held in factories in Maputo
yesterday, the Mozambican Armed Forces chief of staff ,  Gencral
Sebastiao Mabote, said that the war being waged against
Mozambique was not a civi l  war. FIe said the war was dirccted
from outside by pcoplc who losi their wealth in lVÍozambique
after independence. Gen Mabote said the real leatlcrs of the
MN R terrorist movement are those whosc property rvas national-
iz -ed in  1975 and 1976.

He out l ined in  br ie f  the wars  fought  by Mozambique against
Por tuguese co lon ia l is ts ,  aga inst  the Rhodes ia  reg ime of  Ian
Smith, and against South Afr ican aggression, result ing in enor-
mous economic losses. Gen Mabote said Mozambican exports
rvere va lued at  $225 mi l l ion in  1980.  but  fc l l  to  bekrw $ l9  mi l l ion
in  1984.  In  I  981 Mozambique expor ted cot ton but  had to  impor t
the commodi ty  th is  year  due to  sabotage by the bandi ts  backed
by outs idc forccs.  Hc sa id  Mozambique 's  devc lopment  p l ; rns  wcre
corrcc l ,  but  thc  coÌ rn t ry  has not  bcen ab lc  to  í 'u l f  i l l  lhcrn bcc l r r rsc
of  l0  ycars  o f  war .  ( icn  Mabote c l l le t l  on thc  pcoplc  to  cont r ibr t tc
to  the war  e f for t  aga inst  thc  bandi ts .


