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Defector Bomba is dead, says MNR

Joao Santa Rita
Lieutenant Adriano Francisco
Bombsa, the Morambican
fighter pilot who defected to
South Africa in an MIG fight-
er plane ia 1981, is dead, say
Mozambique National Resis-
tance sources.

He was executed in Mo-

zambique by the anti-govern-
ment rebels whom he joined
afier fleelng to South Africe,
the sources said.

They added that Lieutenant
Bomba's brother, Boaventura,
who also fled to South Africa
in 1981, had aleo been killed.

Relating a bizarre tale of
political intrigue, the sources

said Lientenant Bomba was
sent to rebel bases inside Mo-
zambique in February 1983
after falllag out of favour
with the MN over
a radio programme broadcast
on the rebels’ radio station,
“The Voice of Free Africa”.
He jolned the Mozambique
National Resistance in Ap
1982 after working for the
South African Defence Force,
which he joined in a civilian
capacity whenp his request for
political asylum was granted.
When be jolned the he
was quickly promoted to the
post of secretary of the De-
partmeat of Information. His
brother Boaventurs was ap-
pointed peliticel
at x pol iy commigsar
sources said that short-
ty after Liewteanat Bomba
Was sent to the Gorongoza
mountaing in central Mozam-
'ﬁ Boaventara was in-
v in & political row with

Mr Orlando Cristina, the then
secretary-general of the MNR
who was murdered in myste-
riogs circamstances outside
Pretoria in 1983.

“Boaventara accused Cris-
tina, who was & white man, of
being totally under South
African control. The row
reached such a level that the
MNR president, Mr Afonso
Dhlakama, wanted Boaven-
tura to be executed for trea-
son,” the sources s.ild.

“lronically, Cristina con-
vipced Dilakama thai the
row wasn't all that serious
and Boaventura was spared.”

A few weeks later, in April
1983, Mr Cristina was shot
dead near Pretoria in a crime
for which there has been no
offivial explanation.

However the MNR sources
sald the four-man group ihat
killed Mr Cristina was headed
by a guerilla leader, John Ma-
cacola, who hac been troining
a guerilla hand to perform
acts of sebotage oear the Mo-
zambican border with Swazl-
land.

“Macacola was detained
after being spotted leaving
the murder scene. When be

was arrested the gun that shoi
Cristina, a 9mm Parabellum.
was found with bim. His sabo-
tage gueriila group bad al-
ready left for Mozambigue.

“It is now feared that Ma-
cacola was a Mozambican
government agent,” the
sources sald.

Macacola then coofessed
that Boaventura Bomba bad
been involved in the plot
against Mr Cristina.

“Boaveniura Bomba was
arrested on April 19. Official-
ly speaking, we can say that
he has 'disappeared’.’” the
sources said,

The Mozambique National
Resistance has officially said
through spokesmen in Lisbon
that the murder of Mr Cris-
tina was carried out by a
four man Frelimo hit team.
The rebel movement said that
the obyer names of the agents
were “vaboteur™ and “politi-
ca) commissar”, The latter
had been sentenced to desth a
few months hefore for instill-
ing “racist, anti-white ideas”.
This is an obvious refercnce

officially further
says that the agents who
Hﬂ Mr Cristinn had
the movement in 1982, the
same year the Bomba hroth-



