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josepn Hanlon looks at thoe

resulis of the ‘ceasefire tnilig’
with South Africa

FIGHTING ccatinues in Mozambique,
despite claims thres weeks ago of s coasefire. At
first, it seemed that South Af.n:'1 had {inally
agreed to abide by the Nkomati non-agression
pact oxgncd on 16 March. But even Io.cv’n
Minister Pik Rotha, who at first trumpeted
South African ‘peacemeking’, later sdmittad
that the agreement was only that there shorid be

a ceasefire, and that there would bz three way

“'s (uwolvmg South Africa, Mozambigue,
and the MNR, the forces fighting the
Mozambique government) to try to 23cce on
one.

So South Africa has used its successful
destabilisation to extract yet another concession
from Mozambique’s Frelimo, giving little in
return. The news concession is talking face to
face with the MNR for the first time, cnd
possibly allowing South African trcops into
Mozambique, Concc sions in March includad
expelling nearly all of the African Mationcl
Congress (ANC) nd allowing in South Afiican
business people and tourists. Clearly further
concessions will be demanded balore South
Africa finally backs down.

The netire of further demands was shown by
the presence of Evo Fernandes as head of the
MIR delegation at the Pretoria telks three
weeks ago. Fernandes is white and Portuguese,
one of the hundreds of thousands of right-wing

retornados who fled Mozambique and Jingela at

independence in 1975 and have railed against
the victorious guerrilles ever since. In coloninl
times, Fernandes worked in Beira and had clese
links to the PIDE secret police.

One of the central demands of Scuth Africa

(with Portugal putting pressure on-

Mozambique to agree) is thot the reforn
should be allewed to come back and reci:
their abandoned properties. /‘lthcv"ﬂ
MNT has iavelved the rerornados, it is lar
creature of Rhodesian and then South Au

ccurity services. However, the West now
ccems to have accepted the Adozamb
government’s leng-standing claim that 2
MNR (Mozambique N.monzl Resistance o
"?‘cmrﬂo) is not a political opposition. The only
choice, then, is to create onc, and the reroria dcs
form onz component.

Another section of the ovpositi
18,000 MINIR men still in trei
South Africa. The demand is th
not simply be returned to Mozamb
general amanesty, but be given semz soit of
privileged position, with places in the amry
civil service, and perhaps cven one
ministerships in the gevernment, The Ui
States has offered to fund showeoe
recettiement ceatres,

Together, the referiados and returned
men could form the basis cf the
political oppozition to Frcl
country. Members of the middl: class, &
life riyles have come under inc 73
and who have high hopes that the 1
Accord will bring them luzury ¢
south Africa, moy well jein the opp

The final group would be privars
mix cf Portuguese who did not feo
1 1-be kulaks (larger pen:

alya

ited States has olr

su pp ort n»knnu this g oup, announcing that
altura! assistance wnder its aew
2mme wzll goonly tothis group, and not to
itate fwrm" co-operatives, of cven to ordinary
peasant farmers.

UrIBOUBTEDLY the most insidious past of
the process s been the way the United States
has vsed its emargency aid to re-cstablish itself
in Mozambique. As previous), y shown (NS 3

TFebruary), M ozambigue’s fomine was more 2
result of South-Afiicen destabilisation than of
the drought. The US held back until it wes

convinced that Mozambique ‘turning
toward the West’, then forced Mozambique to
accept tae presence of a serizs of risht-wing
Non-Government  Organisations (INGQs),
including Werld Vision,

One of tiie bxggcst problems for the US h=
teen thal, cince the expulsion of the CIA in
1981, it has had pgoor intellincace sbout the
C:cxr“xqu: Under the new ai
feal, sr::f‘f frcmm the US ‘disaster relief
orgunisction CARE will bc in effices in cach
provi capital — ideal watching and
listening posts, with Icwiti'nate reasons to travel
througtiout the country to look at the progress
of the war and any growing opposition.

Tha ﬁnal step is to undermine the credibility
. A priest in Nicaragua, who had
1in £,h 1«' D"f()'f:, said that the US realised it
hedmadeamistake and overthrown Allende teo
scon, while there was. still a dream of what
socizlism could ba. In Nicaragua they?rc uying
to desiroy the dream first. That is clearly the
ideain .\“ozgmbmue, 100.

Destabilisation has been aimed  almost
cuiirely at cconomic targets: burning shops,
mining roads, and attacking trains and lorrics.
The goal has been to make life impossiblc for
the poasants who form the backbone cf
Frelimo’s suppert. Frelimo’s own agricultural
policias did not always help.

vas

THEMOST subtle twist, how»v‘.r, hasbeento
prevent Frejimo correcting its m 5. At its

Tourth Party Congress last year, it :cccptcd its
foilure to support the peasants. It 2

greed on a
now programine of mlore consumer goods for
rurel arens, higher rloducer prices, and more
for small private business. It seemed
sort of thing being urged by the \“"'csr,
"nr‘ 2 shift toward pessant capitalism it would
= boen happy to support. Iustcnd the West
t a virtual ccenamic bo,lwt* on
Meozambique.
e ewcuse was that Mozambique, like many
- daveloping countrizs, admitted it could
hat pey s debts and a
ed. The response was to freeze all

T Mozembique agreed to a
cornrenensive pa,lzﬂ,yc inclnding joining tic
TRAL and negoticiing a sc’.ncm:::t vith South
A In particuler, the freese preveared
i ibique from i xml,o.tmg consumer geods
t nort peasaat fariners, and 1o resiart the
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y. O:zly the USSR, China, and France
anks with other Western creditors)
,ml COnSumer gonds ond
backed Frelime’s ehilt to peasant
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