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- As! seperate’ talks bebween
.}auth “Africa, the Tozambican
Government and the Mozar-
Liq e. National Resistance con-
tinue in Ireteria, .the war ia
lozambigue  has  intensificd,
ind menbers of 1,11L ]'.‘mopern
community in I\.L..puto met last
week tv discuss a revised jeint
evacuation” plan for  their
ciiizens.

The - TTozombican armed
forces have carried out a ra-
jor sweep in the I‘JAEL[]“ and
hioamba districts of l‘"{ﬂuo
province in the mast &wo
weeks. The ighth Brigadc, de-
ployed from Gaza Provincs,
has been hitting rebel bases ia
an arca close to the Cerumana
Dam site, where last month
‘two Itzlian engineecrs were Lid-
napped and iilled.

The army claims to have de-

tablin

stroyed several bases, kilied
more than - 60 rebels, and

seized light arms, and ammuni-

tion, some of P‘ortuguesw~ 34N
ufacture. Helicaopters hiave

been used in rocket uua‘"m c1
the bases and an ammy spb
man clmmcu intercepted 1"-d
messages  showed  that re
mornlc was low
. In the Lichinga district of
Niassa province, close fo the
Malawi border, the MNLR has
attacked a number {
communial villages and staie
farms. The state farm  of
Matama, an important food
produccr, about eight riles
from lemwn was altacked, as
was Lu«m*imndo praised at
Irelimo’s ;ovxrth congress last
year as o model communal vil-
lage. It is about 10 miles from
memm the provincial capi-
tal. Rebols told villagers th“t
they had te abandon the. cow
munal villages and retur to
living in the bush. ¥oreign
said workers in the regicn have
been withdrawn from ouilying
villages into Lichinga, but \"*11
conlinue their work and are
not being pulled cut of the
(uJI‘lC'L

‘The killing of the
ians, said 1o have bee
tated, has caused

CONeery

ameong emhassies h"v Aoacte
from the Italian Govc rnment

crpressing  its  anxiely was

handed to the Minister of ihe
Interior, Coleael Osear

Iionteiro.

Couitrics belonging to the
Luropcan- Commumty will re-
vise their cvacuation plans, Al
thoug‘x it was stressed that pe-
riodic revision of such plans
was routine, a spokesman said
that the deaths of the Italians
gave “added relevance” to the

-exercise.

The wnew plan would bo

J;E;C(. on evacuating 1}1011 na-
nals in the event of civil
digorder, including frem the
main »revineial centres. Previ-
ous plans had been based on
the possibility of a Scuth Afri-
can militory invasion.
While:  few details have
novged here concerning
‘ess in the .talks in Pro-
toria, speculation has centered
cn the possible 1role to he
played by  South  African
troops. In a briefing given to
IMozambican information work-
ers, it was stated that Mozam-
Lique was not “in principle”
cpposed to the use of South
Alrican troops. But the matier
had not been discussed, it sres
soud.

The Lichinga offensivé has
also  drawn
again to the MNVa

attention  ecnen
Talavd

comu,ctwd There have bden
charges that the rebels con-
tmw* to be supplicd by air

rem Malawi, althoush it 1s not

Qurgcwcd that these ¢ “.hon“
hdve ihie support cf "rc sidex
ITastings Benda’s Go*»'crnmcnt.

General  Sebastia Iiabote,
Deputy J)cfmce Minister and
chief of the Mozambican gen-
cral staff, has made several
visits to DMalawi rccently, A
visit to Lilongwe by President
If{achel, the first simce Mo
'f&nﬂncan maopcndcnw, wWas to
have taken p_l ace this month
but was postponed. It is now
expected to take place at b2
end of this week.

The visit may bhe the cces-
sion for puiting the flmal seal
on whatever has. accn agreca
in Pretoria, and Mr Dloe
may also have a meeting
‘.ﬂnlawi with the South Africor
President, br P. W, Dotlu
some sources sugzest.




