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THE 15 000-strong Mo-
zambijcan Natlonal Resis-
tance guerrilla army
(Renamo) has become
such a threat to the belea-
guered Mozambican gov-
ernment since the Nko-
mati Accord that South
Africa has been forced to
act as broker between the
two factions.

After the signing of the ac-
cord in March the Mozambi-
can and South African gov-
ernments expected the eight-

ear-old war to wind down.

ut Renamo have stepped up
attacks on strategic targets,
and claim its troops have iso-
lated the capltal, Maputo.

Renamo's media officer
Mr Jorge Correia threatened
this week that unless the Fre-
limo fovemment submitted
to its latest peace proposals,
Renamo would take control
of the country by military
coup in October,

Correia, speakin
the Sunda Exprm om
*Lisbon, claimed Renamo
troops were prepared for
their most determined on-
slaught on Maputo. He said:
® Renamo troops were sta-
gnned Skm from the city cen-
e.

Own Comcpondcnt

LISBON — An outline peace agreement be-

tween Mozambique’s xigt government

and the rebel Renamo movement may have

been hammered out in Pretoria, according

to re%oru published In Lisbon this week.
no independent confirmation

was available, the reﬁ) luggen that the

tentative peace deal includ

@ An end to guerrilla fighting.

@ A liberalisation of the economic system,

[ I:(lare flexibility in the nation’s constitu-

on.

@ A division of ministries between the guer-

rillas and the government.

@ The integration of rebel soldiers into the

conntry's armed forces.

One Ll.nbon report said the guerriilas’
secretary-general, Mr Evo Fernandes, had
conducted talks ic Pretoria last week with
Mozambique government officials under the
aospices of Soath Africa,

ozambique’s £conomic Minister, Mr Ja-
cinto Veloso, and a government delegation
were in Pretoria recently to discuss the
internal security problems caused by the
guerrillas.

A Renamo delegation was also present for
what South African officlals described as
bllateral talks with Pretoria. No official
confirmation of any three-way discussion
has yet emerged although observers here
belleve it very likely that they did take
place.

@ They controlled all access
roads into the city. No traffic

ambushes on the main roads ple’s Assembly and form a
Into the city. But, he said, the

‘democratic government

was allowed to enter or leave
Maputo and water and elec-
tricity supplies were at the
mercy of the guerrillas,

® Renamo controlled towns
and villages {n all 10 prov-
inces and had isola the
port of Beira.

Colonel Sergio Veira, the
Moumbican airman of the
Joint security commission set
up under the Nkomatl Ac-
cord, and a senior member of
the Mozambican delegation
in Pretoria last week, con-
firrned there were sporadic

toads were generally safe.

Mr Correia sald three
Western European countries
had sup dp‘.led arms to Ren-
amo and were still supplyin
them. The arms were ship;
into Mozambique.

He said a five-man Ren-
amo delegation, headed by
secretary-general Mr Evo
Fernandes, met senior Fre-
limo officials in Pretoria last
week to exchange proposals
on conditions for a cease-fire.

Renamo insisted that Fre-
limo resign, dissolve the Peo-

based on free enterprise.” A
coalition government with
Frelimo could be worked out
only after they had resigued,
Mr Correia said.

He said Frelimo had
offered to integrate Renamo
into the country’s eximng
political system.

The end of August was set
as a deadline for the Mozam-
blcan government's iy,
and the Renamo delega?
was staying in Pretoria unt.u
that time. In the meantime
Renamo would continue the
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war.

Colonel Veira denied meet-
ing Renamo. He said the Mo-
zambican government had
had no officlal communica-

on with Renamo and had
never considered negotiating
with them.

He aliso denied Mozam-
bique had asked South Africa
to act as peacemaker, and
dismissed Renamo's coup
threat as a “hollow boast.”

The Mozambican gover-
ment had repeatedly olfered
ablanket amnesty to all peo-
ple who had “committed
acts of banditry”, and this
was still in force. Frelimo

" would hold a general elec-
tion next year whether Ren-
amo accepted the amuoesty
or not, he said.

Unaware -

The Mozau;bléau Mlmskr
of the Economy, General Ja-
cinto Veloso, said at a Press

the government officials in
Pretoria last week, that he
was unaware the Renamo
delegation was }n &:e coun-

try. !

This week a spokesman for
the Department of Foreign
Affairs in Pretoria would not
comment on the whereabouts
of such a delegation.

He refe to Mr Pik
Botha's statement that South
Africa and Mozambique

. would undertake no negotia-
tions without the prior know-
ledge of the other.

Correia, who is also
Renamo’s Euro repre-
sentative, said South Africa
had never supplied the rebels
with arms or trained any of
its troops.

But the Mozambican gov-
ernment remains convinced
the rebels are being supplied
with military hardware from
within South Africa, although
they have not npecmcally ac-

cused the government.

Mg Correla sald Rename
were 80 confident of victol
that the organisation had al-
ready begun negotiating with
Western European countries
on possible joint economic
ventures in Mozambique.

conference, after talks with®
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