Mozambique to
tough

A

By JOSE CAETANO

PHESIDENT Samora
Machel of Mozambique
iid this wesk that a
najor military offensive,
ed by veteran Frelimo
yuerrilla veterans, will
won be launcned against
e go-called Morambique
National Resistance
MMNR) in the strategical-

y-important province of

tambezia.

The Mozambican Presi-
{:nt made the announcement
1t a mass rally in Quelimane,
:apital of Zambezia pro-
since, on Monday. He also
gave details of a shake-up of
:he eal military leadership.

The new provincial mili-
'y commander and the
man who will lead the offen-
sive announced by President
Machel is Brigadier José
Ajape, who commanded Fre-
limo forces that fought
alongside Zanla guerrillas in
the Rhodesia war.

His second-in-command is
'naquim Maquiavale, who is
political commissur for the
province,

The third senior military
ligure 1n the province is Colo-
nel Antonio Chicusse, He was
the commander of the Mo-
tambican artillery unit
which fought with the Tanza-
yan troops during the war
yetween Tanzania and the idi
Amin-led Ugandan Army,

.

which resulled in the overth.
row of th ' Ugandan dictator
in 1979.

The strategically impor-
tant Zamberia province
which, with nearly 3000000
inhabitants, is the most popu-
lous in Mozambique, has been
badly affected by the activi-
ties of MNR rebels,

Zambezia is a major pro-
ducer of tea, sugar and coco-
nuts and generates about half
of all the foreign exchange
earned by Mozambique.

It is also through that pro-
vince that the powerline runs
carrying electricity from the
Cabora Bassa Dam to South
Africa. The vitally important
highway linking the southern
provinces to the north of the
country, at present under
construction, also runs
through the province.

In his speech President
Machel said the military situ-
ation in Zambezia was delay-
ing the major industrial pro-
ject in the province, the con-
struction of a giant textiie
mill at Mocuba.

The largest textile tactory
in the country, it should have
come into oncration this
year, but will now not only be
completed in 1985,

Prerident Machel said
MNF activities had also en-
dangered transport in the
province, making it difficult
to move consumer goods
from Quelimane. And with-
out those consumer goods.

PRESIDENT MACHEL
launches major offensive

peasants in the fertile dis-
trict of Gurue were unwilling
2 parl with theit surplus
«rops, and food was simply
rotting. ‘

He said the ne'y command
was formesd “beciuse Zam
bezia is currently the pro.
vince most seriously affecled
by banditry, causing great
Hainage to our economy,

“I came here Lo understind
the phenomenon of banditry
in Zamhezia, to see with tny
own eves how the bandits
act.”

President Machel also al-
tacked several young officers
sent from Maputo te Zambe-
zia last year to head oper:
ations and (o train local
soldiers.

Some of these officers had
not participated in a single
action against the reb s

They were “ovtu, vioy
houses  ilesally  rece g
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get

ofheg |65 2
with rebels

their wages and being fod by
the army"

He said the officers had
been demoted and were he.
ing handed nyer to Frelimao's
Polivical Bureav in tne
province

They would be sent to 4.
productive work in agricul-
ture and industry.

The President also ordered
that members of the army
and police forces should va-
cate apartment blocks in
Quelitnane which they had
taken over for
accommodation. :

Instead, they should re-
store the ol Porwguese |
military installations ~that |
had fallen into derav and use
thern as quarters for troops
and policermen. This shoule
he done by Soptenbar 3i

He aiso rcilied for the
weeding oul o ‘the neali-
gent. the corrupt and the in-
competent”™ from the state
Apparatus. and atiacked
“nepotism and favouritism”
in govcrnmem departments,

Prestdent Machel said the
army’s guns should b2 turned
not just against the bandits,
but alsu against “these reac-
tionary chiefs who rob the
population and give food to |
the handits”.

He added: "We shall turn
this situation on its head. As |
from now, the consolidation |
nf -he revolution i Mozam-
tique will be made: with the
bleod -of the reactinnaries.”




