By ARLENE GETZ -

JOUTH Africa’s secret-sup-
rors for the Motambican re-
lstance movement, MNR, is
«lf-destructive and couwu
'nd in a Ruvslan victory in
he region, says a United
States expert on Afvica.

Mrs Helen Xitchen, a ¢i-
‘ector at Georgetown Uni-
versity's Center for Strate-
gic and Iaternational Studies
and nne of the foremost US
authorities on Africa, be.
lieves it would he in both
South African and Americab
Interests to prevent the des-
tabilisation of President Sa-
mncra Machel's Marxist gov-
ernment in Mozambique.

Fallure to do so, she suid,
could;
® Change Pretoria’s 'total
onslaught Ideology' from fic-
tion to fact.

@ Decrease he chances of
American pulinymakers in
playing a constructive role
on the suh-continent,

® ‘Gravely hamper’ pros-
pects for reformist change
in South Africa If African
leaders believed the US had
supported South African ac.
tivities,

Mrs Kitchen, who has
vigited South Africa many
times in the last 30 years,
reached these conclusions in
& recently-published study,
‘US Interests in Afeica’.

“However Ironic it may
seem to argue that US inter-
ests in Alrica wiil suffer if
Mozambique's Marxist gov-
ernment is overthrown, the

“‘Secret support
for MNR could
backfire on SA’

reality is that viewing South
Africa’s problems in East-
West terms could be as cost-
Iy as the no-win rituation in
which the US found itself
when it viewed Angola
through those lenses in the
mid-1970s," she said.

“The question here is not
nne of supporting a 'sncialist
regime’ as such, hut rather
of firding ways of alleviat-
ing the ingecurity of the
leaders of all states of South-
ern Africa and thus reducing
the pressure on them to turn
to the Soviet Union as the
‘natural ally’ against South
Africap hegemony.”

However, she was sceptl-
cal about whether the US —
with its flawed and some-
times incoherent Africa
policy — had enough lever-
age to persuade the South
African Government of the
altimate self-destructive-
ness of its reglonal actions.

Describing South Africa's
growing covert support of
the MNR an "one of the
world's least-kept secrets”,

Mrs Kitehen argued that the
Saviet Union would find it
hard to refuse a request for
assistance from a belea-
gured President Machel if ft
wanted to retain Third
World credibility.

In these clrcumstances
tbe majority of African na-
tions -~ who supported Sovi-
et aid for the MPLA against
South African military inter-
ventlon in Argola in 1375 -~
would also fauvour Russian
and/or Cuban assistan~e in
Mozambigue.

“It has not escaped Soviet
notice that two subfects on
which all member states of
the Organisation for African
Unity can find common
ground are opposition (o
South Africa and to efforts
by fellow members to
change African horders.”

She also rejected Pretor-
ia’s claims that the Soviet
Union was mobilising a
‘total onslaught’ against
South Africa.

While the Kremlin's ‘gen-
eralised desires’ included
furthering ‘he radicalisatinn
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of black politics, vbtaining
access (o Alrica's minerals
and raw materials and oudg-
ing the US into closer identi-
fication with the wtite rul-
ers of South Africa, these
alms were hardly amaong So-
viet priorities.

The idea shat there was u
Snviet masterplan to
achieve these goals was in-
creasingly discounted, she
sald.

The recurd shows that
“Africa alls somew hiere be-
low Europe, East Asia, the
southern rimlands of the
USSR and the Middle Fiast in
the hierarchy of Soviet geo-
political and resouree ally-
cation privrities”.

Within Africa. contrary to
the view from Pretoria, the
Horn reglon seemed “to con-
tinue 10 be oi more xirategic
importance to Moscow”,

Mrs Kitchen also rejected
the argument that the Cape
sea route -~ along which
more than half of Western
Europe’s and a fifth of US oil
supplies pass — must re-
main in anti-Commuaist
hands.

“"Nowhere has a close re-
lationship with Moscow re.
sulted in Soviet pressure for
a cut-of( of economic rela-
tions with the Wast,”

She discounted the fear of
a blockade of the Cape route
by hostile forves on the
grounds thai the real “choke
points” for Western oil sup-
plics were at their source
and destination,



