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Rebel leader’'s death ‘a blow

(s /(. {/ {ﬂ6 )
to MNR guerrillas’ .. 24/
[\,k,v\h
MAPUTO. — The death of a Mozam- Mo Cristina’s death ironicatly
Biean resistance leader in Fretoria come at o4 time when Frelimo off-

had deslt a maior blow to guerrillas
trving {0 overthrow Mozambigue's
Marxist government, it wuas claimed
here today,

sSources  ciose to the govern-
ment said Orlando Cstina, a4 Pors
tuguese nationsl, was the mam or
winixer of tne dav-today aetnaties
ol thie Mozambique National Roesists
ance (MNR).

One source who has studied the
orgavisation said: “This 1s an vnatc-
mous blow for the yebels. He was
the b'g mun, He was the man who
heiped create the orgapisation and
the man behind the contuct  be-
tween the MNR ond Soutr Alrica”

Itoas bodleved Mro Cnstiing e
tipped  as o fatare President  of

Muzambigue f theMNR ever dccederd
10 power — diced on hinoown
farm. north of Pretoria, from which
he had spearhcaded must of the
organisution's resistance aguinst the
Trelimo government,

Sources close 10 the MNR said
he had been hwing in South Afr.ea
for several years and often used his
home as a headguarters for other
MNR exiles in the country, of whom
there were reported to be many.

He evidently also. offered count-
less Mozambican dissidents refuge
on the farm, which was said to be
well-guarded,

The MNR said in a2 broadcast
last night on it¢ Voice af Free
Africe radio station that its presi-
dent, Afonso Dhlakama wouid make
a statement on the matter soof.

retals were reported to be planning
an important meeling to diseuss what
sUteuy to adopt asainst the MNR
i roaponse to o the movement’s ese
cdutnge guerrilia activity,

Uro Cristing reportedly plaved
A crucial tole mooreeruiting black
Vloyembicans for the  febol move
nwonl whnse foal b was to replsee
cocigtism with g pro-business regime
[evonrine  close  ties  with  South

Afriee,

Niozainbigqne has accused South
Alfric. of training  and  equipping
the MNE us part of & campaion of
Gentonilisation amed &t kw‘pin” s
hoack neighbours ceonomiealiy  de-
perdent, South Africd denies  Lhe
oharae.

The Mozambicans claim the MNH
was  formied In 14974 by the taen
Rhocesian wovernment in a4 bud to
¢isrupt  neichbouricg  Mozambique,
bas.e for the Zanla cuerrilla army of
Mr Rnlwrt Mugabe, noo Proime Min-
istor of Zimbuabwe,

My Cristing punt ponp venvs an
Rhedesia, On i o o of andepen.
deney, he was aleguily \p."h | to
South  Africa thnugzh the  Sonth
African mission in what was tnen
Selishury,

@ Mo Cristina’s wife s resting
at her pagents Bast Rand home.

Mrs Cristina's sister, who a~ked
nt to he named, confirmed  that
the coupic harl heen marrmed about
three years, They have a vound son
named Richard, — Sapa-Renter



