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MR ORLANDO Cristina,
secretacy-general of the
Mozambigue National
Resistance Movement
(MNR) who was mur-

dered at a secret farm

near Pretoria last week-
end, died the vietim of a
power struggle within the
ranks of the nrganisation

he created 20 years ago.

Now the head of the
MNR'’s European mission in
Listhon. Dr Evo Fernandes, is
expected to come to South
Africs in an attempt to sort
out the problems which may
well nause a bloodbath withs
in the ranks of the MNR
movement,

A well-known leader of
the exiled Mozambican Por-
tuvese commusity in Jo-
bs .uesburg described the
death of Mr Cristina a: “the
Joss of a father”™

“We are a very close-knit
commupity, a family al-
piost, and now wé have lost
our father,” he said.

Mr Cristina, 46, the
{ounde: of the MNR whose
pody wis found in his bed on
& ‘safe’ farm about 50km
from Pretoris, had been
killed with a single gunshot
in the neck. Police, still in-
vestigating the killing, have
opened a murder docket,

“He died for what he moxt
believed in,” sald a friend,

Sources close tv the MNR
said they believed Mr Cris-
tina had been awsre that he
was a Hkely target for rebel
elements within the organi-
sation,

This was why, they said,
b had sent his wife of three
years and their baby soa to

stuy with her parcms on the
East Rand shortly before the
attack.

1t {s thonght Mr Cristina
roay have been assagsinated
by membhers of
M’Lhanga foction of the
MNR — “otherwise they

would pever bave reached |

him”,

“Orlando was exiremely
security consclous and a su-
perior weapons expert. Who-

ever killed bim would have |
had to be very close to bim,”

sald a source,

Mr Lucas M'Lhanga, a
former faction leader of the

MNR, died in 2 gun battie
between his supporters and
followers of the present
leader of the organigation,
Mr Alfonso Dhlakbama, in
Zimbahwe in 1960,

And although Mr Dhlak-

bama is now officially re-

cognised as leader of the |
MNR, Mr Cristina was the
true power behind the |

throne,

To kill him would be to
strike deep into the heart

and strength of the MNR.
Mr Cristina was a former

member of PIDE, the Portu-

guese Secret Police, why in-

filtrated Frelimo in Dar Es |

Salaam in 1964.

He subsequently became '
private secretary to the Mo- |

zambican nillionaire Mr
Jorge Jardime, who organ-
ised and funded (lite black
military units to fight
against Frelimo during the

10-year war of indepen-

dence.
rily before indepen-
ce Mr Cristina fled
Mozambique to Rbodesia

carrylng with him all the

files on the special nnlts



