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Mozambican rebel leader r Oriando Cris-
tina was a soldier of the shadows who
played a kéy role in two tortured decades
of his ccuntry’s history.

News of his deaih in Pretoria at the hands oi
anunknown gunman was greeted with delight in
Maputo on Thursday and with shock by Mozambi-
can exiles who see him as the embodiment
of their dream of a Mozambique without Presi-
dent Samora Mache].

In a grim echo of his life of intrigue, Mr Cris-
tina was shot on Sunday on a farm just outside
Pretoria, Friends say he was shot through the
neck as he Jay in bed.

As secrctary-general of the Mozambique Na-
tional Resistance he was officially deputy to the
antx Fr6=1=mo meveraent’s commander, Mr Al-
forso Dhlakama.

Hos&evu, sources close ¢ the MNR describe
him as the fathér of e rmovement, and say
he masterminded most of its activities.

The fofmer 'big game hunter and agent, of the
Portuguese secret police (PIDE) infilirated the
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young Frelimo movernent in Tanzania in 1963

He was sent to Algeria for military iraining
by a Frelimo ceniral comraiitez member, Leo
Milas — a black Americar who N’as:»cto officials
now claim was a CIA zgent. ’

On Mr Cristina’s retura to Mozambaue PIDE
had to protect him from the wrath of the Mo-
zambican Army, which wasnted 10 charge him
with dosertion.

He then became secretary and confidante
to millionaire industrialist Mr Jorge Jardim,
one of the'raost poweriul figures in colonial Mo-
zambique and a god$on of the Portuguese dicta-
tor, Mr Antonio Salazar.

They worked together on the mm‘at*srz of the
so-called “speeial groups” to fight Frelimo on
its own ground. .

Mr Cristina then played a major role in the
establishment of two more elite units, the spe-
cial paratroop groups and the Flechas {(Arrows)
— both of which were made up large;y of black
men. The Flechas.have been blamed by Fralime

for some of the worst atrocities of the war.

Frelimo claims Mr €risuna was present dur-
ing the massacre of villagers a: Inhaminga in
1973.



