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POLICE investigations
are continving into the
death this wee!. »f Mr Or-
lando Cristina, y2pc:tedly
a senior member o. thn
Mozambique Nation."
‘Resistance Movemen.
(MNR‘) who died in a
shooting incident near
Pretoria.

The shooting i believed to
have happened last weekend,
but police headquarters in
vretoria withheld Informa-
tion from the Press until yes-
terday when a report on Mr
Cristina's death appeared in
a Lisbon newspaper.

A police statement issued
esterday sald Kolice were
nvestigating a shooting inci-

dent in which a person
name of Mr Orlando Cristina
whs shot dead.

No arrest had been made.

The police statement made
ne mention of where or when
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the shooting had occurred, al-
though it is belleved to have
been at the weekend on a
farm near Pretoria.

The police also made no
mention of Mr Cristina’s
MNR connectiohs. Defence
Force spokesmen yesterday
denied any knowledge of him,

In spite of Mr Cristina’s
connections with a revolu-
tionar movement in
Mozambique, it s believed
police are at thi: .tage inves-
tigating murder.

Any suggestion of a politi-
cal assassination is discount-
ed at this juncture.

In Lisbon Dr Artur Vilan-
kulu, MNR dcirector for ex-
ternal affairs, Initially said a
Mozambican “government
agent” killed Mr Cristina “in-
side Mozambique” while he
sle&t, UPI reports.

hen told of the newepa-

r report, Dr Vilankulu said
is information was 'limi-
ted” and the “assassination
might well have taken place”
in Pretoria. He said he had no

further details.

Friends of the dead man
were reported to have said it
was not known whether he
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was ' .irdered, committed |

suici -, or died in a

accident. ‘
Sources closc to the MNR,

however, did not rule out the

possibility that Mr Cristina’s -

death was the work of the
Mozambican Government, .

which I3 said to have regard-
ed the resistance leader as a
“big thorn in their side”,

MNR sources said Mr Cris-
tina's death was the worst
set-back the MNR had suf.
fered since 1976.

In Maputo yesterday the
State-run Mozambique News
Agency AIM described Chris-
tina as "an adventurer and
failed blg gan » hunter” who
became “the number-two"” in
the MNR.

"“He masterminded the
operation,” AIM said, “first

in collaboration with the

Rhodesians, and later with
South Africa



