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mourn
loss of
leader

By Joao Santa Rita

The Mozambique Natiomal Re-
sistance has officially con-
firmed the death of its secre-
t?ry-—feneral, Mr Orlando Cris-
tina,

The confirmation of Mr Cris-
tina's decath was broadeast last
night by the rebels’ Voice of
Free Africa radio station. How-
ever the broadcast did mot say
where and how Mr Cristina had
died.

“The Mozambique National
Resistance president, Mr Afonso
Dblakama, will make a state-
ment on the matter soon,” the
broadcast, monitored in Joban-
nesburg, sald.

ed that a new interim
secretary-general had alteady
been appointed bwt it did not
name him,

The radio described Mr Cris-
tine as & “trie and tireless na-
tionalist whose death is being
meurned by the estire Mozam-
bican people”.

The death of Mr Cristina
would not affect the meve-
ment's operations imside Mo-
tambique and woald serve oaly
to strengthen the will of the
MNR fighters to defest the Fre-
limo Government, it added.

According to informed
sources, Mr Cristina, who was
shat in the Pumh area, had
beest one of the founders of the
Volice of Free Africa when the
MNR was still operating from
Rbaodesia.

Yenerday the Soutk African

lice issued a2 statement say-

g they were investigating a
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