Pretoria News, 21 April 1983

Top MNR rebel
shot dead in city

Military Correspondent
MYSTERY surrounds the death
of a senior member of the
Mozambique National Resis-
tance Movement (MNR), Mr
Orlando Cristina, who was shot
dead in Pretorfa this week.

The head ofs the media liaison
section of the South African
Police in Pretoria, Lieutenant-Colonel
Chris Coetzee, today confirmed an
investigation had been launched
into a shooting incident in which
Mr Cristina, a white man, was killed
in Pretoria this week,

No, ‘arrests had heen wmade yet,
he said,

No further detalls about the
shooting were available, he said.

" The Pretoria News Foreign Ser-
vice reports that the Mozambique
government was today making ur.
gent inguirles about reports of the
killing of the general secret. - and
secend-in«command  of the anti-
Frelimo movement who had heen
shot dead in Pretoria.

Suceessor

Inttialiv  Pretoria Maeder and
Raobhery Cayad Palice elar oo nn
knowledge of the death of Mr Cris.
tina.

Sources in Johanneshure who
have contact with the MAR say
they ate so certain he is dead they
are already discussing a successor,

Mr Cristina was found dead
in e« Pretoria fiat and friends sayv
they do not know if it was case of
sweide, murder or accident,

The former hig gume hunter
was one of Frelimo's most Dhitter
oppurents for more than 20 vears

Ile was one of the first azents
of the former Portuguese soernt
pulice in Mozambique to {nfiltrato
the movement in Dar es Salaam in
1064.

_After the Lisbon coup he is
believed to have fled to Rhodesia
taking with him files helonging to
right-wing millionaire Mr Jorge
Jardim on the special paratroop
force the GEPS.

He then worked with the Rlio-
desian Central Intellizence Organisa-
tion in forming the MNR from mein-
ly black members of the Partusnese
special forees,

Mozambican officials clann that
efter Zimbabwean independence he
crogsed intu South Africa with a
group of his guerrilias,

Mr Christina was long consider-
ed the “father" of the MNR.

Though his lack of personal
regources prevented him hecoming
nominal leader of the movement he
was believed (o have hecome the
ariving force behind il after the

Geath of its militury commander.
Andre Matsangaiza. during Fres

Hmo offensive in Novembher 1979,

Mr Christina’s death is a major

low to the MNR which has military
reserves jn Mozambigue.

Fiesident Machel has persistently
claimed the anti-Frelimo JMNR is
South African-hacked.

In recent months Frelimo have
stepped up their campaign against
the guerrillas who operate mainly
in the country's Gaza province,



