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THE United States, in a *made

considered statement,
says the Mozambique Re-
sistance
(MNR), which is engaged
on 4 campaigr of vinlence
and sabotage against the
government of Mozambi-
que, “receives the bulk of
its support from South
frica™. ‘

Ihe US disclosure was
~nde to the American
puablication, Africa Re-
port. and is likely to
cause a stir in political
and diplomatic circles in
view of South African
denials that It is destabi-
lizin% governments in
‘neighbouring territories.
A full text of the article
‘wag received in Cape
Town yesterday. An ex-
tract i5 published on this
page.

‘New swear word’

As recently as Thurs-
‘day, the Minister of De-
fence, General Magnus
Malan, described “desta-
bilization as a new
swear word used by com-
munist countries to hide
their attempts to enslave
the sub-continent.

For months authorita-
tive Western newspapers
have reported that the
South African Govern-
ment has been covertly
destabilizing neighbour.
ing states, such as Zim-
habwe., Mozambique,
fasotho and Angola, by
engaging in or associating
itself with acts of violence
and sabotage. The sugges-
tion is that this goes be-
yond the overt South
African activity of secur-
ing its Interests hy, for in-
stance, wiping out
- African National Con.
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Governments of neigh-
bouring countries have
more direct
charges. The foreign min-
' ister of Mozambique, Mr
Chissano, said at the

United Nations in Oclo-
ber that the MNR gueril-
las had been recruited.
truined, financed,
cquipped. fransported,
supplied and commanced
by Suvuth Africa,

SA denials

The South African Gov
ernment has responded
with derials of destabili-
zation and (as General
Malan said in Cape Town
oh Thursday) statements
that South Africa is mere-
ly ensuring its territorial
safety. The allegation that
it is behind the MNR,
howeve:, suggests not
only activity against the
ANC but involvement in a
eivil conflict in a neigh-
bouring state, which lies
at the base of the destabi-
lization charge.

The Africa Report rrti-
cle said: "The questions
in this report were pre-
pared by Africa Repout
editor, Mr Anthony J
Hughes, and put verbally
to officials of the Bureau
of African Affairs of the
US Department of State,
The bureau coliated its
responses into the fo.m in
which they are putiished
here."

A State Department
spokesman, approached
by our Washington corre-
spondent yesterday, said
the department stood hy
this. Our correspondent
added: “The article con-

tains a highly-considered
expression of US poliey.”

US

Message to Pretoria

Observers in Washing-
ton point out ‘hat the
State Department i gen-
erally surgically carvtul
about what it savs, and
the message tu Pretoria o
¢lear.

The jssue cropped up
when Africa Report a:ked
ahout the MNR und @
much support it received
from South Africa, The
reply was: “"the MNR z2p-
pears to have had some

SUCCESS In carrving opu:
disruptive pueriii Jac-
fions in some areas of
Mozambique. 1! appears
to be busicaliy a military
organvization with ...ne
bui the most general po
litical programme. Gapan
from tryving to replace the
government of Mozambi-
que. It receives the bulk
of its support from South
Africa.”

The State Department
went on 1o say the US rec-
ognized and cnjoyed im-
proving diplomatic
relations with the govern-
ment of Mozambigue, and
had provided no support
to the MNR. nor would
any US interost be served
by doing so.

MNR activities

Reported MNR activi-
ties since mid-1982 in-
clude;

December 29: Blowing
up of the power station in
the port of Nacala and
selting off a bomb in the
city's paratroop barracks.

December 11: Sabotaje
of Shell and BP fue' de-
pot oulside Beira which
serves Mozambyjue and
fandlocked Zimbabwe
and Malawi,

_November 25: Six Catho-

lic missionaries who had
been held by the MNR
were refeased.

October: Blowing up of
water mains outside
Beira.

October 11: 0Qil pipeline
between Reira and Mu-
tare in Zimbabwe serious.
ly damaged, and (hr:e
Portuguese technicians
abducted.

September: Power sup-
plies to Beira cul.

August 9: Fourteen
people Kkilled and 50
wounded in a train am-
bush.

_July 18: Beira electric.
i1y supply cut.

July: 20 civilians killed
when two buses were am-
bushed.
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