LAST week’s sabotage of the
ol p‘pel'x e which links Mozam-
bigue’s second biggest port
Beira and the Zimbabwean
border town of Mutare con-
firms the emergence of a new

zspect to the South African
strategy of destabilising the
frontline  states in  southern
Africa, '

Coming barely a menth after a
Souta  African sezborne  com-
mando syua d de%’ro”ed the ¥

owned 011 depot at Belra, plunging
Z.mbabw %nlo an ”‘!ic peu'oi
iow'ng of a six foot

Lole in '}‘c
J,»immrv & bv ihe Pretoria backed -

cline a2t Meforga on

IANR ‘rebels in Mozambique is
evidently intended to serve several
related O)jL tives.

The f1fth attack in a litile over a
1t wiil turn the screw even
r'st Zi mb and by

1t will‘ push» prime
Mugabc’s government
10 accepting Vouh Africa’s
:ands for a three year contract
for fucl supplies from: South Alrica
to be negotiated at ministerial level
— something which it has been
holding out against despite tremen-
dous di fx;ull 1S,

The attack was mounted at a
poin: which was guarded by some

£ the mei:ahwc:n troops (gen-

1”) nm'vax d at 2,{90) that were
suat mto M omm'm ue late fast
vear at president Machel's 'nv‘:a-
tion, specifically to help proteci th
pipeline, whichras the main al(er-
native route to road and raii links
with South Africa for Zimbabwe's
fuzl imports i & key tarpet for the

p melme
minister
clozer

“betwesen the two countrizs is
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MNR and African
masterminds.

“The message is clear: Pretoria is
signalting 1o Mozambique and
Zimbabwe that thvv vill not bene-
{it but rather suffer more, by rely-

ing on "thua‘ solidarity instead of
submitting to the superior scono-
aic and mili!a‘y power of.their
South African neighbour.

The attempt to drive a wedge
m'
iikely to succeed. Frelimo gave
crucizl support to Zanu and its
gLerl ila army Zaala-in the period

the armed struggle before inde-
peruence, and relations between
the two governments are close and
corcial.

Both are active members of the
Southern Africa Development Co-
ordination Confcrence ‘.»ﬁiosn aim
of assisting the front line states o
reduce their economic dependance:
on South Africa is viewed with
hostility by the apartheid regume,
Instead, Pretoria pushes s own
pidn for a con%tellatiu‘ of satellite
states which would be economic-
ady dependant and politicaily

aligned with the Bot‘n regime

painst the liberaiion mmv-rrums

? Namibia, Swapo and South
Africa itself, the ANC.

The past year has seen a pro-
nounced and highl y dangerous in-
crease in the level of South African
ageression and destavilisation.

While Arngola remains, the prin-
cipal sufferer, with a substantial
porttion of the scuthern part of the
country occupu@ and devastated
by Pretoria’s forces, there s

its  South

-daily it is Mozambique

no end in C'Ol t to the long struggle
of mdcpendeﬁcc in Nannbiz, But

the brutal raid in December on
Maseru, capital of Lesotho, signi-
fied that even a country belonging
to the commonwealth, one which
has no military forces of its own, is
not . immune to the parth“d
regime’s st to do*mmh the
entire regt on and make it safe for
the continuation of the apartheid
system.

- On the eastern flank of this in-
creasingly  embattled  system,
whose 1nternal crisis is mounting
which is
bearing the brent of Pretoria’s reg-
tonal ambitions.

In November the Maputo gov-
ernment drew world attention {0 a
build up of South African troops
on the ‘common border near
Kemaiipoort in the eastern Trans-
vaal, and expressed fears of a cross
border incursion. But the main
prub lem bclm: pose ed for Mozam-
bique by Pretona is the self styled
Mozambique National Resistance,
which was taken over by the South
African Defence Force after Zim-
babwe’s independence.

The SADFE has been providing
training at bises in the Transvaal,
and full i(,glsnc support, in terms
of equipment, meport by heli-
cop'"r and other means, and doing

the planning for oncmuom With
this help the MNR has been attack-’

ing conimunication lines, terroris-
ing villagers, and secking to dis-
rupt }laf)YZ.]}‘:”U\,‘S ambiious
development pro t of overcom-
mg backwa rcr.c< thin & decade

Mozambique's ae.cnce fo.g
have, however, scored some not-
ablg successes in eliminating major

bases of the MNR recently.

For its part, the British govern-
‘ment has remained curiously sijent
about the destrection of the BP
owned fuel depot, a silnnce which
reflects Thaicher’s d ire .to work

with rather than cc'sfrom the South
Africen regime, 12 common with
tk ‘Reagan administration whose

clared support for Preto rig has
cmbo'dencd it in its aggressive
actions. .



