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Mozambique bombing:

tutuputo,  Mozambique
Mozambican author i t ies have arrestecl  a t r^  . ish c i t iz-en

suspected of  involvement in last  month 's guerr i l la  ra id on
the oi l  depot in the port  ot '  Beira.

Off ic ia ls here blame South Afr ican conrmandos Íor
the at(ack.  which caused sorne $3,5 nt i l l ion u,of lh of  dam-
age. And pol ice now apparent ly  bel ieve that  detai led in-
l ì r rmat ion about the faci l i ty ,  rvas passed to the South Afr i -
cans by lan Hami l ton,  ç 'ho heads Manica Freight  Ser-
v ices.  a shipping concern headquarterecl  in Beira.

Man ica  F re i - sh t  Serv i ces  i s  one  o f  the  na t ion ' s  b igges t
sh ipp ing  f i rms .  I t  i s  owned  by  thc  Angk r -Amer i can  Cor -
porat ion of  South Afr ica,  and i t  p layed a major  ro le in
Rhodes ia ' s  sanc t ions -bus t ing  opera t ions .

Hami l ton,  the company's managing di rector ,  has l ived
in Mozambique for  more than 20 years.  A pr ivate pi lot
and parachute jumping enthusiast ,  Hami l ton also recent ly
t ra ined a pr ize-winning parachute team that  inc luded sev-
eral  members of  the Mozambican secur i ty  serv ice.

Author i t ies have yet  to issue formal  charges against
Hamilton, who was arrested as he was preparing to leave
on a t r ip to South Atnca.

The Beira attack took place Dec. 9. For days afterward
fires raged at the depot, where petroleum and diesel fuel
is  stored before t ransshipment to neighbor ing countr ies or
other parts of  Mozambique.

The main target  in the Beira ra id appears to have been
the  Br i t i sh  Pe t ro leunr  (BP)  ho ld ing  tanks  wh ich  con ta in
oi l  dest ined to be punrped to Zimbabwe by way of  the
Be i ra -Muta rc  p ipe l i ne .

Ca l tex  and  Mob i l  t anks  ho ld ing  fue l  l b r  buyers  i n
N' la larv i  and lVíozarnbique * 'ere also danrased.


