
Just poaching?
When l\ ,{ozambican coastguarcls
ar res ted  a  South  A l r i can  f i sh i r re
vcsscl. rhe Pluntsteatl, inside
IVlozainbican terr i tor ial warers.
i t  u,as close to the islanti  of
Inhaca, just across t l te bay
i 'rom I\ ' laputo. I t  was
registcred in Durban ancl v,,as
the_ property of a company
ca l led  B.H. 'Pr igge.

The log made the
Plumstead's route euite clear.
Capta in  Jan Smi r  and h is
lB-man c rew had made
straight for the Monte Belo
f isl i ing grounds near the
rnouth  01 ' the  L impopo R iver ,
rvel l  insidc Mozambicarr
lvaters. . - It was apparently
a very slmple case of
poaching; the case was heard
Ia te  las r  year  and the  canta in
i,ras f ined $27,000 (whicir ivi i l
presumably be paid by the
boat-orvners). The plumstead
itself  was confiscated.

.But  one iu r r igu ing  de ta i l
ra rses  awkward  ques t ions .
There wcre only 30 ki los of
f ish on board the shio

So maybe the-Plumstead
was not f ishing, after al l .

In recent months the
Mozambican authorities have
insistentiy claimed that the
rebeis of the Mozambioue
National R.esistance (vrun) arc
being supplied by South Afr ica
not only by air,  but also by
sea. Submarines have been
spotted oft the Mozambican
coast occasional ly - but
f ishing boats are much cireaper
and much less suspect o
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