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It’s now seven years since Moramhique goined its
independence from FPortugal. .In. that:time President
Samora Machel and his Frelimo,Government hove had to
grapple with severe economic:problems, in whot is one of
the poorest countries in Africa, while attempting to
crush the Mozambhique National’ ‘Resistance Movement -
the MNR - which is opposed. to, theqmarxlqt polic;es of
the regime. Now it seems thotiin recent - ueeks, the
MNR guerrillas have stepped up their compaign against -
the Government and Fresident ' Muchel huﬁ cancelled his
planned visit to EBritain next month hecause of the

deteriorating security sltuaf;anu He has alsg: ANNouN: ad

at a rally that gund are heing. diﬁtributed to various

local councils, militias and former guerril]as. Andrew

Torchia 1s a Sauth African hosed Journalisnt, who has

recently returned from a visit to Mozamhique. Miéhoel

Knvnnogh called ham in his Johanmeshurg office and
sked him how active and «urrorcfu] hod the MNR

guerrlllas heen rﬁréntlg,

The answer to thot depends on who you talk to. The

MNR cloims thot 1t 3¢ octive an seven out of Mozamhigque’s
ten provinces ond thot at as oreroting successfully, -
decrnite renpented Morombicon ar My attempte to wipe at
out. While you can prohably discount some of this

cleam, T- thank 1t 18 foir to soy that the. Morambican
authorities themasglves are ﬂnmewhnt,wnrraed ohoul a
racent anotnné canpaign and fho‘oppnranb ohality of

the gnefr:l]oq to operate freely in a lot of areasd,

ine ‘udangl very clase to Rerro, the port ond Momambique's
s2: nd catir. Mochel coame hoclk from o trop te Cuba and

ware «chaduled to viert Furope asply next month,
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When he returned he was told.that the thUOtan was

a Jot more serious than had. been. 1moglned. And he
cancelled his trlp; syummoned all ten nrovancanl military
commanders and took rerconnl darection of the fightang

agninqtrth& MNR .
hAvANACH- How affective have these recent goboingéerJdé heen?

TDRCHIA- Most observaers an Monutoiogrea: that ~theMNR ‘does not
poss o significant militory: threat’ to the government
and that the pomularity- of the gov#rnmnnt‘rﬂmnlnq
unimntiaivred and 1ts abrlity to:survive the. nttocks‘is
also unimnaired. Ryt a1t’x clear that the government
is toking the «ituation serzoucly-ond 1t’s olso clear
that any sort of disruption 1n Morambique which is a
very poor country - can have an exoggerated effect.
Relioble sources say that along the main north/south
highway For example. in-somearens traffic coan move
now only under military convoy. :Some' foreign embassies
have told thiir aid workers thatithey should not
travel beyond the suburhs of"Reira for fear of a possible

MNR attack.

Uhen you get that kind offdisruptioh,'gou.huveho
serious situation andded to other problems. facing
Mozambirgue, problems of inefficiehcg and climate and
natural disasters, you have a verg serlous situation.

NARRATOR:2 One man who has had first hnnd a>perinnce of 1he
way MNR guerrillas operate is John Burlison, the Rritish
wildlife ecologist. Last Decamher, he wos coptured
hy MNR forces whiale working ot the Gorongoza Gome
Fark in Central Mozomhique. He wos released last month
after 158 doys n captivity. From his home 1n Northern
Enngland, he tnld us ahout his experience:s

BURLISON: T was captured by o group of obout 50 guerrlllds.
But loter we joined onother 200-250. We were camped
or stoyed just outside the hose camp during
tha attack. The nucleus on the ground would
tharefore be obhout 300. However, when I was. moved to
tha northern port of Manico pravince, T joined another
group of about the some «ize ond possaibly s«lightly
1o ger. There were cartaintaub=hoses outnide the -
M n hagses where 1 was kept A T would think tht
po v Gorongoxa ond'northern Mnnnra tugethnr wou'ld total
re hans a thousand men,
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:KAVANAGH: UWas the group you were withiwell.arganised.with a
definit#'rommnnd-%trurtuﬁe" :

RURLISON: COh yes. There was qu;te a clenr rommand ftructure.

KAVANAGH 2 How well armed were these qu»rrtllns

"RURL.ISON: Al 1o1d19rq hod some kind-iofoutomatic. weapaon,
normally the AK47 type. Theyralse: ‘had.- bagookus,.»
two different calibres of maertarj; 'mineQ, otk ontl—vehlcle
and anti-personnel; plastic’ explosxves; some machines guns,
heavier than the AK47 and they were:-the-basic. arms they

carried. '
KAVANAGH: Did| they have plenty of 6mmunition?

+I50N: They seemed to have plenty of ammunition. It seemed to
be cached at various points around the ‘country.

KBVANAGH: Did you witness in fact any. of the ralds undertaken
' by thl” group-

VFURLISON: Na, T was kept well clear of any action ot all.
KAVANAGH: Whaot «ort of oaction though did they undertake?

EURL.TSON: Their main objectives seem ta he the ottmcking;o?
commanal villagas and amall Fralimo poste.

© NARRATOR: John Rurlaicson. The Mozomhique Gavernment loct month
srgned o militory co-aperotion agreement with Portugal
under whach 1t hopes to receive new weopons for its
fight against the guerrillos. Fernando Honwana is

2 srecial advicer to President Mochel. Robin Uhite
asked him if the government’s failure to defeat the
MNK wosn?t on andicotion thot the resistonce movement.
was hetter orgonsced and hod more support than the
government. says 1t hase

HONWANA: T don’t thoink «wo. T think that in Morambigue we are
fighting against the South ATrican armed farces. We
have an our hondes evidence of varaious kinds. He have
documentary avadence of the type of relotionship that
Rx.stR bhetwean the South Africon armed forces ond these
araed handits. They are given specific ivietructions on
wht to attack, what not to attnck, what to do, what
ne to de by the South Africons. They are supplied, they
ar. trained, they are infiltrated into the country hy =
the South Africons. So T don’t think that what is
hacpening is Ny revelation about the cnpnhllltles of
th. wo- rnlled recistance hut rother it is o redelation,
th. & we are not involved in a small internal conflict
hu* rother we ore involved an the depr conflict against

Soith Africa. oot
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Wouldn’t it be true to say though that there are
some areas of Momambigque that-have never really
whole—heartedly qupported Frplxmo“

No, I don't think that would be true. I think there

are araas in Mozambigque where there have bheen
rohklems parhaps of supplies or of other things in

which these ppople-have cnqhedhxn on :.thnt Wwauld pua

Nuch more true.

no you thinlk though thnt thp nc&;vxtieq of the
Mozambigque Resistance Movement might force Frelimo to

alter its policies at nll?

Certoinly not, certainly not. On. the contrary .~ T think
it will only reanforce our policies. Tt might force us
to mave foster thon we oare meont to move hut we will

never alter our policies. ‘
9

Fernando Honwono. MNeapite the Mozambicon reqgime’s
denuncintion of South Africon support for the MNR and
its opposition to apartheid in thot country, its

own economy is heavily dependunt on South Africa

which imports elaectricity ond is the higgest user

of the Mozambhican port at anuto, the country’g

main money earner. Still, the economic problems are
enormous, as Colm Foay, n journalist with the MQ~DmbquL

Information Centre in |nndon explaings

It’s true to say that the economy is in great

difficulty and it has heen in great difficulty

since independence. There are a numhber of reasons for
that: there was the extreme flight of Portuguese technical
versonnel just after independence which left the country -
virtunlly with no techniciansy, and hy techniciang I mean
such lowly tasks as bhus drivers and typists and that

"sort of thing. The aconomy very nearly ground to a halt.

Compared with those days, todoy of course the economy is
much hetter off. ‘ ’

However, that is not to say that the Mozombican economy
is an any sense o strong. economy or one which 15 fully
under control. The activities of the MNR ore not Lhe
only factor in Marombigque’s econamic dafficulties. You
w1ll remember thot the border with what wos then

Rhodesin wos closed during the time of the Uhited Nations
sanctrons aanznst the Smath regaime, which resylted an
savare dapnge to the Mozombrcan economy, not only in
terms of lose of sornings ot the time but olso in

the runnang down of rolling stock on the rolluwoys and
damoge to the roxluays through non use. Othat factorsg

to he taken 1nto occount are the problems whaich hove hit
the country as a result of drought and then nlternntively

/ns 0 result of Flood-
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But at the sama time thera are ftransport difficnlties,
distribution difficulties and ohviously the bhenefits
are not gatting through to the countryside as n whole.
Yec, that?’s true and 3t’s something whaich hos aluways
bheen recognisad. Bul, of coursae, its anormonts problem is”
thot 1t is a very lorge long country. There was no
transpart system hafore independence up and dawn the
country, only 1 ond owut and the-governwment is
amborling on progrommes of public workse ond ef
rurchosang tronsport equipment to try to overcome
these nrohlems,. However, 1t7« guite cleoar that

the mroblem of tronspoart will not be overcome in the
next four or five yeors hut certoinly the government’s
rlan for victory over underdevelopment in the newt
decnde, that is up to 1990, does include an integroted

transnort sgstem.

But isn’t 6ne of the major prohlems Forelgn exchange and

the lack of Forélgn exchange?

1
Yes ngain, I think Mozambique’s problems’ with
foreign exchange are acute and to'rectify that
problem they have embarked on a series of discussions
nhout specific aid from Western countries .ond indeed
they do have quite a large amount of aid already in
the country, specifically from Sweden, but also Britain
has o amall atd programme Lo Mozaonhidque. The overcoming
of th@ foreign exchange problem will entoil a general
npturn in the economy so thot Mn,nmh1que'1 cnash
crops con he axported and <o thot the andustrial
hace can he developed. Ohviously this ogoin 1 a long
tarm progromme which requires specific plonning.

In the short term the Governmant is using foreign
warkers to try to keep andustry going ond to smprove
the gquality of nroduction and hos emhorked on an
agricultural re-organisation campoign, the communal
villoge compaign, to try to sncreonse agracultuyral
outnut so thot coshorops con he praduced without
damage to the food rrops whach are generolly produced
iy the neogoants.
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At tha same tLime of courcae thnvn is fond ratinning,

0 monthlu rationing system. How effactavely does
thot work. ond whot 15 the general stondord of living
in Morambigque from what youw sow on your recent visat?

There are various standoards ¢f 130ing an Morombigque.

To take a specianl case of Manutn the rationing sgtan,
although it faltered ot the heginning now wovks
reasonably well. Fveryhody has enough to eot. They
can’t necessorily choose whot spefically they are

going to eat at any given time but there 1s no hunger,
there is no starvation. Generally in the rest of Lhe
country, the probhlems are in the towns rather than in
the countryside. The countryside has manaoged to produce
enough food to faed itself with the sivngle ewxception of
the province of Nampoola whlch suffered a drought and

- has had to have aid brought in from various international

agencies and govarnments. But in general, life is not

- on starvation level for angbodg lh Mokamblque.

NARRATOR:

TORCHIA:

NARRATOR:

Colm Fog. Fconomxc success for the government is
sti1l a long way off but what have they achieved 50
far? A final comment from Andrew Torchiaz

They have made progress in one of their most important
campoigns to reduce rlliteracy. According to the
gavernment when independence come, 111iterocy was obhout
98 or 99 nar cent. They now cloim thot 3t 38 down an tLhe
low 80’=. So there hos hean some progress but T thank
most Mozombicons would ogree thot the problems are
immense and thot the outcome »f the struggle for
improvement is still very muc in qupqtton.

Andrew Torchin an Johannesburq. You nlso henrd from
Feraondo Honwono, Colm Foy and John Burlison, ond this
is Michonel Ashhee ending this edition of *The World

Tordny*
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