The defection fo -

South ‘Africa of the
Mozambique natio-
‘nal director of secu-
rity, Mr Jorge Costa,
is regarded.by some
observers as .- being

et another indica-

ion ' that the Fre-
limo
President Samora

Machel is near -

collapse. R
Sources close 1o In-
telligence circles be-
lieve Mache] may soon
be faced with a rebel
‘lion  from within his
own party and the mili-
4ary. The sources do
not rule out the possi-
blity that a purge of
‘the’ Frelimo hierarchy

ernment of

could lead to an invita- . ooy

tlon to the Movement
of National Resistance
in Mozambigue to forn

a government of natio-

nal unity, .

The speculation is
based on the growing
strength of the rebel
movenient. The MNR is
‘now  being regarded
smong many observers
as being a far more
‘serious threat to his
‘government . than

Machel . has ‘been will- -

‘Ing to admit. " .

The movemeni  has
grown  significantly in
the last two years to
the - point - where it is
understood that it can

now . control the coun- |

try ~ outside the - main
centres. Certainly the
rebels have demonstra-
ted that they can total-
iy disrupt - transport
services vital to the
economy.

"Machel ... party rebeilion?

While the military
power of the rebels is
becoming increasingly
obvious, the movement
is Dbeginning to gain

support in the area so -

crucial to any guerilla
¢campaign —~— among the
rural population.

1t is understood that
in rural areas Frelimo

" forces are rapidly be-

ginning to ‘fall into the
“parallel co-existence™
policy that was the cor-

nérstone nf Portuguese -

military  “tactics”
towards the end of the
Mozambique indepen-

. dence war in 1974.

In the more remote

outposts Frelimo forces

are forced to go long
spells without pay or
food and are made to
serve in areas away
from their" traditional
homes with little or no
prospect of leaye. In
these circumstances,

they agreed to an un-.

signed truce with the
rebels in the surround-
ing countryside.

In some cases Freli-
mo soldiers at these
remote Stations have
been reporied to have
defected en masse to
the ‘rebel cause. In
other incidents it is
* believed Frelimo sol-

_the

The growing strength of the MNR rebel -
movement has led to speculation that

the Frelimo government could soon be
toppled, reports a special correspondent.

dierg have themselves
turned to banditry for
survival and have ter-
rorised . the rural peo-
ple, blaming the MNR

for their acts of terro-
. rism. . :

It is also understood

that jn some provinces
Machel ordered the
establishment of
protected villages in a

bid to cut off the rural .
population from MNR-

influence.

This scheme has
since been abandoned
as the reaction among
the people it affected
was to leave the village
to. live with the rebels
in the bush rather than

-be subjected to curfews

and shortage of food.

One reliable source
has said that the MNR
{s regarded with more
concern in neigh
bnuring black countries
than in Mozambique it-
self.

it is understood that
desnite several top-
level meetings between
security chiefs of Zim-
babwe and Mozambique
since Zimbabwe's in-
dependence two years
ago, there is na format
agreement that com-
mits Zimbabwe to fight
the rebels inside Mo-
zambique,

Despite 2 mammoth
debt of gratitude that
Zimbabwe Prime

Minister, Mr Robert

" Mugabe, saysx he owes

ta Mozambique for.

years of costly sup-

-port during the Rhode-

sian war, it Is believed
that Mugabe has avoid-
ed making sny pro-
misés of military sup-
port against the
It seems Mugabe has
pledged to keep the
Zimbahwe side of the
border with Mozam-
bique cléear of rebel
bases and. has allowed
the deployment of only

Zanla - guerillas = on
these operations. '
One highly-placed

source close: to Zim-

babwe intelligence cir-

cles jndicated that Mu-
gabe would go no fur-
ther in his support for

Frelimo for fear of ul-'

timately backing a lo-
sing horse. -

The source said that
it Machel was. toppled
from power by the
MNR despite military
aid from Zimbabwe,
Mugabe could then

. find himself- in the em-

barrassing position of
being totally dependent

on South Africa for ac.- -

cess to the outside
world.

For the same reasons
Tanzania is understood
to be reluctaut to step
up military 2id to” Mo~
zambique. President Ju-
lius Nyerere supplied:
three battaliens of
troops to  Mozambique
during” the Rhod

magsive attack dy
esitn on
_purely . Mozambdican
targets. This troop level
hag dwindled since
Zimbabwe's  indepén-
dence and is uniikely

MNR. g be increased, despite

a recent fepoft that
Machel had asked for
" increased sid.
Observers belfeve
that Russia, Cubsy snd
other . Eastern  bloc
countries may be just
" 28 ‘reluctant t6 commit
troops teo Mozambique,
although - there ate -
ready [ndications that
Mozambique is to
. Teceive 3 massive injec
tion of weapons,
- However, from all in-
dications. it seems the
weapons ‘will achieve
nothing [n the - fight
_ against 'the MNR.. The
war. is- ‘based on in-
surgency tacties with
attacks being - directed
. at vital economic and
strategic targets in hitr
and-run raids,
Typicat of Frelimos
. inghility to counter the
MNR guerilla campaign
wWas an esercise against
the febels in the Mani-
¢a Province 1ast year in
which it. was reported
that the Mozambique
forces blasted rockets
and heavy artiitery inta
. suspected ‘rebel bases
from more than 17 km
away. The exercise is
derstood have

un to
bush war In case of 8 been g flop. .



