Mozambique regime
battles guerrillas

by B!GHARD HALL
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consul-general for Mzalawi in
Mozambique. and developed
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on the other side of Africa.
Interbanque has links with
South Africa and Porwugal.

It is widely accepted rthat
the weapons used by ARN
come from South Africa, As

the guerrillas push their
activities northwards, it is
believed that supplies are

being landed from the sea
along Mozambique’s 1,500-
mile coastline.

One indisputable source of
South African backing for
the MRN forces—now about
10,000 strong—is the Voz da
Africa Libre radio station.
This ¢Voice of Free Africa’
transmits anti-Machel propa-
ganda from the Transvaal.

Jardim’s MRN lieutenants
include Evo Fernandes, the
former editor of a newspaper
in Mozambique once owned
by Jardim, and Orlando
Cristina, a former Portu-
guese secret policeman who
was once Jardim’s personal
secretary. Fernandes is the
MRN spokesman in Europe.

Some recent thrusts by
MRN guerrillas are said to
have cqme from bases very
close to the borders of
Malawi.
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In Mapura, capital of Mo-
7zambique. there are fears that
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Tardim. She said vesterdav:
‘T know that he and all his
family would like to go back
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The manifest aim of the
covert Portugucse and South
African campaign is to re-
place the Machel Government
with something more malle-
able and receptive to foreign
enterprise. President Machel
is desperately casting around
for help to meet this chal-
lenge,

He was recently visited hv
a large political and milrarv
mission from the Soviet
Union; it inspected armv in-
stallations.

The self-styled president
of the MRXN is Domingos
Arouca, a rich exile from
Mozainbique, living in Lis-
bon. However, there is doubt
about the degree of under-
standing between the various
activists outside and the MRN
leaders in the field.

The guerrilla commander,
Afonso Dhlakama, has dis-
puted Arouca’s right to the
title and said that *MRN
spirits > were responsible for
an abortive bomb attempt on
Arouca,

Dhlakama is of a supersti-
tious nature. He relies on
witch-doctors for guidance,
and rhreatens deserters with
“lion. spirits.> He said that
“Communist bullets® turn te
water when they appreach
him — a common claim by
African animists,

However, Dhlakama has
been in contact with more
than the spirits. Documents
captured by Frelimo troops
confirm that he has had ta
with ¢ Colonel Charlie,’ other-
wise Colonel van Niekerk, a
South African intelligence
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