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ﬂun&reaﬁs ﬂee MNR terror

Herald Correspondent
BULAWAYO:
ABOUT 400 Mozambican
refugees with nearly 2 000
cattle are camped at Chi-

bgwedziwa, §0km south
of Chiredzi.
The refugees, mostly

from Gaza province said.

they were fleeing from
fighting between Frelimo
goldiers "and South
can-backed Mozambican
Natioaal Resistance
{(MNR) .terrorists: H
" The Mozambicans ar-
rived with their scant

belongings on  wooden
sledges drawn by cattle.
They are camped beneath
trees near the cattle pens
at the Chihgwedziwa busi-
ness centre.

Women and children;
who form the bulk of the
refugees, live in dusty
and jnsanjtary conditions.
Their men slaughter their
cattle and sell meat to
local people to raise money
for maize meal and other
staple foods.

The refugees told gruel-
ling stories of torture and
.harsh treatment by the
MNR rebels.

One man, Mr Chitanga
Kasawane, showed bullet
gcars . on his arms and
said he had been shot by
the terrorists after they
had accused him of lying
about whether his son
was in the people's mili-
tia. Then they abducted
his soa.

Mr Phineas Chirilele
said he had brought his

s family of eight and seve-
"ral cattle after reports
that the MNR were com-
fng to “get him”,

A local ZANU (PF) of-
fcial said the influx of
ghe rofugees began in Jan~

Afri-’

uary this year. “We have
had a steady flow and I
would estimate there are
currently over 400 now,

- he said.

Chiredzi district admin-
istrator, Mr Godfrey Go-
nese, said blankets and
food had been given to the
refugees by the Depart-
ment of Social Services.
Mr Gonese said the refu-
&ees, who came from the
Shangaan-speaking
tanga area in Mozambique,

are related t@ the Sha-
ngaan people the Chi-
bgwedziwa ar

He sald once their

Chi- -

. longings,

- cattle had been vaccinat-
ed, the refugees went to
their relatives,

Other officials said that

the first group of refu.

gees, who came in Jan-
uary, had “practically
nothing with them™.

They mnoted that the
present influx of refu-
gees had all their pro-
perty with them.

“It is hardly likely that
a -person fleeing from a.
war, situation would have
timg to collect all hig be-
but of colirse
this’ is not to deny*the

_ the

fact that a state of war
exists in the province,”
they said. -

One official said a deci-
sion was being awaited
from the Prime Minister’s
Office on the status of the

- fleeing Mozamblcans.

Another point raised by
officials is that the refu-
gees had to cross a
heavily-mined stretch of
Zimbabwe/Mozam-
bique border. "It is a
mystery that there have
been no reports of inci-
dents on the minefields,”
said an official.
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