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S. Africa encouraged the

rom John Borrell

in Nyvamapanda. Zimbhabwe

The RNM  a shadowy group
with fittle in the way of politi-
cal tdeals and  perhaps  4.000
men under  arms, is fast
making targe parts of Mozam-
bique as unsale as when Fre-
lmo was fighting  the
Poriugucese.

For several vears,

the RNAT,

activities were confined (o re-
mote areas ol central Mozambi-
que and the aaovement wWas a
mwsance rather than a thaeat
to President Machel's Adnunis-
fration,

But o recent months  the
seope and scale of the hush
Wi s changed  The BRNM
pushing south towards Maputo
and north ante the Tete pro-
vinee,

Nofew veacs ago the move-
ment’s ity achrevements
could be pecounted inoa sen-
tenee sance they  consated  of
littie more than assaults on vil-
Ligers and the laving ot the
odd Jandimne. Now the RN)M
has  graduated 1o attacks on
bridges and  radwiss  and o

ireet assaults o military bar-
racks. Stores are looted  with
cmbarrassing frequency.

The RNM's <preading net

Jume ov JwL«/ 11t

also concerning the Zimbabwe
Government and the group of
nine southetrn  African  states
wlhich is working at wayvs of -

creasing the level of regional
trade and reducing the area’s

dependence on South Africa.
The road bevond the custons
barrier here at Nyvamapanda is

sabolaged the oif pipeline rom
fhe port ot Beira i Mozambi-
que 1o Zimbabwe,

The frequencey ol altachs on
the two  railwavs himes from
Zimbabwet to Mozambican porvts
has also ereased and theve s
4 growing reluctance amongst
Zimbabwean  businessmen 1o

.

THE ZIMBABWLE Government has hanped all private night

fiying [or sccurity reasons, The restriction, from 6 pm until
6 am, was made cffective immediately.—Reuter,
an important avtery  of trade have goods consigned through

for Zimbabwe and Malawr two
of the economie powers in the
regonal group.

A\ few weeks ago between Su
and 100 hieavy vehieles used
the road cach week, But smee
the Killing of a driver m April
and half a dosen more recent
ambushics, most operators are
using the longer route throwsh

Zambia. I'reight rvates between
the two countries hinve
dounjed,

I the  past s months,

the BNM querrillas have twice

Beira or Maputo.

The RNMs anterest in Zinne-
habwe's voad  ratl, and  pipe-
e hinks wirth Mozambique
isomdicative of wore than a
cuerriila’s  appreciation of a
velatnely sofl larget.

Despite  Pretoria’s  constunt
demals, theve is considerable
cvidence that South Africa s
the  movement's  mentor  and
supphier Pretoria assumed this
role 1wo vears ago when white
Jthodeste’s povers of patronage
vanished with the final collapse

rebels

of white rule. RNM recruitls
have heen tramned in Soulh
Alrica and o radio station in

the Transvaal beams the move-
wment'’s propaganda to Mozambi-
que,

Ior South Africa. the RNM
has proved a uscful vehicle for
NMNGUNING  CeCnoNe pressure
on Zimhabwe for political gain.
The road, vail, and pipeline
Links with Mozambique are im-
portant in Zimbabwe's  vision
of a future in which it will be
much lesy dependent on trade
routes through South Afnca.

In addition, the RNM s seen
by Pretorta as a potent " re-
mindes 1o Mozambique  that
cuerrilla movements are casily
spawned and casily supported.
It is a Dblunt way of ask:ing
President Machel’s Government

to he less hosputable to the
South  Afrmcan  Nattonal Con
Lress,



