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Tight US security on Bomba

The Star Bareau
WASHINGTON -~ Like
many visitors to Wash-
ington, the young man
was thrilled by what he
saw at the' famous Air-
and-Space - Museum.
After all, he -is a pilot
himself; :

But he was not
allowed to dally at the
museum, Security
agenls whisked  him
away in casé eomeone
tried to kill him,

He is Adriano Fran-
cisco Bombs, the
23.ycarold air - force
leutenant who {lew his
outdated MiG fighter
from - Mozambiqie to a
South African military
base at Hoedspruit last
vear bhecause, he says.
Ye no longer wanted to
defend the communist
system that was des-
troying his own coun-

iry.

He has been living in
South Africa since
then.

[ieutenant Bomba
gave evidence this
week at & Congression-
al hearing into Soviet-
‘backed terrorism in
southern  Africa. He
told of his training and
education {n  Russia
and of the new Jifes-
tvle that the Frelimo
Government imposed
on Mozambique,

Security aroumd him
during his fortnight in
Washington wasg 3o
tight that it was imnos
gih\e'to get near him
for an interview, Even.
tally he was contacted
hv telentione,

_t_.;hut Bomba

t+1 enjoyed giving
evidence at the
hearing,” he said, "l
like the Senator (Sena.
tor Jeremiah Denton,
chairman of the sub-
committee on security
gnd terrorism) hecause
he i3 a person who
gpeaks the same lan
guave T do,

I admire the  war
the security peoole
work. but i's 8 pity I
couldn't see much

3 of Washington.
¥ back to South Africa

t African

1 go

tomorrow and 1 can't
really say that I have
visited America”

Lieutenant Bombe is
llving in Pretoria now,
working for the South
Government
and studying by corre-
gpondence for the mat-
ric certificate that will
allow him to go to
university.

“My job i3 mainly in
propaganda work, (m
connected with the de-
fence force but -it's just
in propagsnda. I'm mnot
actually & soldier any
more.

“Tve made a lot of
friends in the air force,
mainly in Cape Town. 1
tember until the begin-
was there from Sep
ning of November
while I was flying Im-

palas.
Lirutenant Fornha,
who ~ fluent English

still - -ors a hint of a
Portuw 5 accent, says
he has somewhat mixed
feelings about his de-
fection nine monihs
gfter the event.

“On the one hanrd
T'm happy in South
Africa becruse I've got
freedom of movement,
1 wark. T've got money,
I can do with my
money what T want to
dn.

“Rit  nn the other
hand there can’t be

happiness. I've got all
my relatives in Mozam-
bique you know.

“The way of life in
South Airica is 1if

ferent, For example,
I'm living in the Pre

torfa area but- I don't
deal so much with
black commuunities.

“In- Mozamblque you
can have a white neigh-
bour when you are
plack., that's not a
problem.  That's one
thing that’s new for me
you see, just something -
new.

“But I understand
South Africa, They've
got their own reasons,
they've got thelr own
problems, they have to
solve them.

“The reforms that
the Government is
making in South
Africa, 1 look to them
with hope. I think the
goverfiment is wotking
verv well to change
South Africa — and it
is changing, really.”
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Lieutenant Bomba
gays he lives at A
South African Govern.
ment facitity.” What
does he do in his spare
time?

«Y weteh TV,
tisten to music,

and
-and

‘play guitar. 1 go to the

200. 1 walk around. I
get wut whenever 1
want.

“One thing U'd love
to get is 2 commercial
pilot’s lcence. 1 don’t
want to become a ¢om-
mercinl pilot as &
profession, but the
licence would be a
good backup.”

He seys he has no
plans at present other
than to remain
South Africa and  get
or with his studies,

“But 1 didnt see
ver much here in
Amarica, just a little
bit. 1 home Tl come
back one day.”



