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My flight from
broken promises

to the press

Mozambican defector talks

by Ray Smuts

Military Correspondent

THE story of pliot Bomba, the dislilusioned defzctor who
fled to South Africa, can be told at last.
Ten days after hijacking his aircraft, Lt Bomba has spoken out to the

Press.

Who is the man who startlec South Africa when he flew into
Hoedspruit air base in his MiG 17?
Adriano Fransisco Bombha's greatest ambition was to study science,
but his country’s leader, President Samora Machel of Mozambique, said

no.

And so the young black be-
came instead a highly trained,
erpensively kept fighter pilot, a
cog in Mozambique's alling de-
fence machine — a potential
killer instead of a scholar
working for the betterment of
his impoverished and unstable
native land.

Bu! the time came when the

23-year-old, Russian-trained pi-
lot decided that he could no
longer accept a government
that had made promises but
never fulfilled them.

On July 8, a day before he
was due (o have returned to his
base at Beira, Lt Bomba clam-
bered into the cockpit of an
obsolete MiG 17 for what, os-
tenslb\H. was to be a reconnals:
sance flight.

Forced down

That was the last his super:-
ors and colicagues saw of him.
Instead of “hitting”’ a dummy
target at Mahambo, us in-
structed, he flew northwards,
low across the Mozambique
countryside, and then ascended
rapidly to be picked up by
South Africa’s radar system.

. Two SAAF Mirage F1AZ
fighters forced him to land at
the eaily-warning defence base
at Hoedspruit.

Yesterday, after days of de-
briefing, the handsome offizer
In his neat camouflage fatigues
vowed at a Press conference
that he would pever return to
Mozambigue until Frellmo and
its communist masters had
been ousted.

. He believes that, by further-
ing his education in the field of
¢3clence, he would be able to
“assist the country from heyond

. Its borders.

"It was a difficalt decision to
take, but I concluded before
leaving that it would be the
right one.”

Expectation

Answering a barralt;ge of ques-
tions, mostly in Portnguese
through an interpreter, the pi
lot sketched a bleak picture of
life in the one-party Marxist
state,

He said that much develop-
ment had t:ken place in Mo-
zambique until 1974, When Fre-
limo took control the riext year
the people were fiiled with

exgecmton.

ut the nex! two years saw a

distinct decline in the state of

the country instead of the im-

%rovement oromised by
relimo. '

“The Mozambican people's
husic diet has becormne Machel's
speeches — ‘‘because there is
hardly any food",

The most stunning blow for
Lt Bomba came while he was
in standard nine. He and his
classmates were told by Presi-
dent Maclel that they would
have to quit their studies to be
absorbed into the armed forces.

“This news affected us he-
cause we wanted to study fur-
ther and we started asking our-
selves: ‘Are we free or not?' "

He then enrolled in the Mo-
zambique Air Force and was
sent to Russia for training be-
tween 1976 and 1979.

In Russis he had access to

literature denied the ordinary
Soviet subject, but he soon dis-
covered that, while the stan.
dard of training was high, the
Russians clearly regarded him
and his colleagues as inferiors,
adopting a paternalistic atti-
tude towards them.

And it did not take him long
to make another discovery.

“'As i3 the case in Mozam-
bique, those Russians who do
not agree with the government
line are persecuted.”

Comrades

After 33 months in the Soviet
Union, Lt Bomba returned to
Mozambique. He was stationed
first at Nakala and trained by
Russian instructors, moving

later to Beira, where he re-
ceived further training from
Russians.

“My closest comrades amd 1
often used to talk hetween onr-
selves about Frelimo. One of
them sald that if 1 carried on
like that I might well defect to

.South Africa one day.”

Lt Bomba said he believed
the policies of the South Afri-
can Government were very dif-
ferent from those of Mozam-
bkiue. He thought he would be
sale in this eounuz.

Disclosing for the first time
his escape plan, he said he had
decided on the move only two
days before fleeing.

t was standard procedure
that pilots Indicate the route
along which they would fly be-
fore takeoff.



“Qavious'y, I could not say I
was taking off from MaPuw
aud landing at Hoedspruit.’

Instead. e intimated that he
intended laking off at 9.44am
on July 8 und that he would
“hit" ~(phatographically) an
imaginary target.

Instead, he tlew northwards
at low aliitude and then ascend-
ed to about 7 WOm In the hope
of being picked up by South
African radar,

Two Mirages intercepted him
‘Fl’p over the Kruger National

ark. Satisfied that lie har.
boured no aggressive inten-
tions, the South African pilets
allowed him to land at Hord-
spruit. 45 minutes after takeoff,

Lt Bomba, asked why he had
opted for an aireraft instead of
making use of roads, smiled
and said: “I used an alrcraft
because it was the most effi-
cient means of transport.”

Was he surprised at be
picked 80 s00h by the Mi-
rages? The R280-a-motth offi-
cer smiled agalr, Indicatin
that hei would have thought
rather iinconsiderate had he
been leit flying about for a long
time. (As It was, he had only
enough fuel left for 15 rainutes’
flying.)

A quéstioner wished to know
his feelings about mot seeing a
solltary black Bouth African pi-
lot: he’'said thlit he had never
seen a -solitary white pilot In
Mozambique. - ;

Lt Bemba reyvealed that the |
Moza ue Force com- |
prised 33 MIG 17 jets (he came
away | the Mth) three MiG 15s'
(a fourth crashed, killing the
pilot) and 21 Fﬁots.

The Soviet Union supplied
spares, hombs and ammunition
and he believed that more air-
craft were scheduled for deliy-

ery. To his knowledge the Rus-
slans had given only military
ald to his country.

Since returning from the So-
viet Union he had flown only
reconnajssance flights and had
never violated South African
air spav. before his escape.

Expressing his gratitude for
the cordial treatment he had
received at Hoedli)rult, he said
he had spent Friday evening
meeting South African pilots
and had found this ‘‘very
rewarding”’.

Hls first consideration was to
further his education in a scien-
titlc sphere,

“The social problems of
South Africa are net my con-

cern. I have not come here to
oppose the Government. They
will have to decide what my
situation will be.”

Some of the points he made
were:

® Since South / frica’s Janu-
ary raid on ANC homes in the
Maputo suburb of Matola both
military personnel and civillans
have been ‘‘proparing them-
selves in a defensive manner"”
in anticipation of further
attacks.

® The Mozambique Resls-
tance Movement, belleved to
receive much of its support
from South Alrica, is a cause of
concern to Frelima, particular-
ly in Mnnica and Sofala. Sup-

t for the MRM strong
P Beira. ' strongest

¢ Though the Mozambique
Government has not agmi
to s the ANC, it was

“feoJm" that organisation.
@ Morale omonmbk&ln

Aroops was ‘‘average’’

trained to think of.
ca as the eveatual

reli-

wete bel

South A

enemy,
® Frelimo suppressed

cism on jolning the air force
but had embraced it again,

® He and ''gesuine’’ Mozam-
bicans had never balieved that
South Africa posed a real
threat.



