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Points to be pondered
on the defector
When considering Lt Bomba's defection .. .  i t  would be better i f  South Afr icans
did not fal l  into the trap of hai l ing i t  as a psychological victory over cri t ics who
brand us as racists. Our Government does enforce racist pol icies . . .  Lt
Bomba's fl ight to South Africa cannot alter that.

But when one eonsiders
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better l f  South Af r icans
did not fall lnto fhe traP

MANY sou th  A f r ieans  
o f  ha i l i ng  i t  as  a  psyeho '

win view r,t Atlriano l?t'*#'T|Inflol,rcrl:
Bomba's impressive es '  t loes at  least  have a mea'  rac is ts ,
cape  f rom lv loza lnb ique  to  su re  o f  po l i t i ca l  and

'soutlr Afr ica as *o,nithing soeial frecdom. The de- ()ur Governmr:nt does

of a coup anrl rvl tatevei i  gree of that freedom tnay enfot 'ce raelst pol icies

. i ro 'n i iy  be saic l  about  vary f rorn couni ry  to  and u 'e do sub 'scr ibe t r r

r i i* '  t ' .qr ' .r i  foi  poti t ici l  country as may the"true fhem as south Afr icans'

aryfunr- i i*re, therd are in- benefi [s of such freedonr whether wil l ingly. 0j,  i l
; i ; ; i  gr louncls for onti-  but the principie, at t".ast. Protest.,{ , t  Bomba's f l ight

rnisrn that the irnprcsi ion is embedtjed in the status io South Afr ica cannot

i l  nray r:reatr:  intertrat ion' quo. alter that '
nl ly ivi l l  bc r i tort posit ive In South Afr ica i t  is not I t  would be as well  for
t l t 'n t tegati ' le '  

i . .  r ,nr,rrnr,r pri f  of l ' l ie statt ts quo for us to remcmber' t 'o '  the
'[ tre incident is unhkely .a blaek ,to i traie'po1i i .  thousands of young black

to t'irrrse vcry ntuch ol a l",i.l 't ', i,;; ";;;;; ffi i;; South Africans who have
stir ' .  at least at l tong the cal ly in the system which

western po\ \ .er .s  wl r ic t r  iou6rnr  h inr . 'nor  does he f led th is  country  wl th the

havc, frorrr [ i .rr :  lo l i rrre irave true'social freedont'  expreEs purpOse of taking

l r , r l  t ,  t : on tu* . i  * ' i t l t  s i l t r i '  Th t  pu t -s  laws '  Group  up  'a rms  aga ins t  sou th

Inr  r :xpr : r ' ic r rces.  but  for  ' { reas nct '  '  noprr l 'a t iJ i r  Af r ica '

soutS Afi . i ra i t  would ai i  
' i i l ' i [ t t ' t ion Act lrrcl  Sep- 

' l 'he Mlnister of Pol iee'

l1 t :c ' , , i l luc s f le i l r  tu  be ar i i te  Ameni t ies Act  a ie Mr [ 'e  Gl 'ange'  has ac '

quitc extraorcl inat 'y. lu' t i" ' 'un.V to that '  krrowledged that hundreds

i ltirrrv peopl+: b*vonrt 'rlris explains the . pecy- ;:,,1i.'TtlJ:;- ,il:X T;:
our boi 'clci 's t i ' i t t  r t t t t luu[- l iar i ty ol '  the situation in
erlh, u,on(lcr rvhat rtlove . ii i i i, i i l 

"S;tii i 
Afriea and 1976 Soweto riots' None

nrenrber  o i  a  t ' evo lu t ion -  l , t  l l on rba  t i nc l  th r : rn '  were  p i lo ts '  Bu t  tnev

rlrJ, govcrnntent ' .s arnterl  i . lu.. . ,  But i t  is a st intu' were 'South Afr icans who

ioi:..? r<, absconrr ro n rriiiii,,nJ triouitri-piouo[- ip*f;:ili.lil; iil:l''ln;'i
t :or r t t t r " , '  l ike Sout l t  r \ [ t ' ic 'a .  i r rg  s i tuat ion,  cornmi t ted themselves to
which can harcl ly be de- fner(, is the quest, ion a cause dedieatet l  to the
ser ibed as an ' , l6a l  sanc-  whet l ier  the b lack. .Pi to l  v io lent  over throw of  the
tuary for a black seeking i t i f i  be granted pol i t ical Governnrent. And there is
a bet ter  l i fe  despi te  th ;  r r i ' tun. r  and whether  he no reason f  or  pr ide in
endtess srarist ics dragged ;; i i  G a] lou'ed to join the that.
out by South Afr ican Gbv- Soutt.r Ai 'r ican Air Force Even bei 'ore the 1976
ernment  agencies to show ; ;  a  t ' i11htr : r .  .p i lo t  ,  a  r io ts  young tncn we.re
lgt t .  how rnuch bet ter  of f  carcer  for  which ht t  l ras s l ipp ing quiet ly  out  of  the
blacks are ir t  thls country buen r lained, eoir ir try. 

-not 
to I 'anfares

than  a lmos t .  anywhere  T l r i s  i s  i n  essence  s  o l '  we lcome bu t  to  en l i s t

:'t;lJl;#';:'JlT'h :l:'i';l,l.i.,;il;,1,.:i il t;TiJi.ii#litl"T!'par isons 
are :nade the n l i f  , r . ,g , ' rd  not ,  be decided to us as lhe forces of

bne notable omiss ion is  ^^ l  i t  i . r  l lv  a l though the terr t l r ism'
a  lways  the  f  a i l u re  to  H ; i ; ; ; " ' ' i l r p l i ca t ions  o f  There  i5  everv  reason

,  s tate that  e lsewhere in  : i ; : t i l ' rn 'o i ion in  a s t ra-  for  r ls  s i t rcere l .v-  to  hope
A f r i c a t h e a v e r s g e b l e c k  l ' ; ' ; i ; ' " p o r i i i o n d e n t a n d  t h a t  i l t e r c  a r e  n o

i,iFeiur' inucsiigation and 
iJril.Tfll,l,r"rlill;'fli:

c c l n - s i d e r a t i c n '  f l i g h t  a n c t  t h a t  t h c



author i t ies wi l l  emPloY
the ski l ls he has to offer
in a serrsible manner.

(lne other rspect ol the
incident deserves special
mention. I t  is the way in
which b laeks must  see
the affair.

There arrives 'on South
Af  r iean soi l  an o ld but
st i t l  lethal t ighter sircraft
p i l o t e d  b y  a  b l a c k
Mozambican alr force of-
ftcer. the first blsck ever
to p i lo t  a  f ighter  p lane
through our skies.

How come a black can
becorne a fighter pilot in
Mozambique but  not  in
South Afr iea? ()r ean a
black South Af rican be-
come a fighter pilot?

I t  was  repor te t l  t h i s
week that theoretical ly i t
was indeed possible but
tha t  no  b lacks  had  ye t
taken the entrance exami-

nation. The obvious ques-
t ion is whether the educa-
tio4 systenr for blacks is
of a high enough standard
to prepare blacks for a
highly cornplex career as
a pi lot.

South Afr ica has hun-
dreds of  b lack lawyers
and doctors. so why no
black pl lots? The irnpl iea-
t i on  i s  tha t  no  o f  l i c ia l
eneouragerncnt c.rists for
b lacks  to  t ra in  fo r  th i s
highly ski l led job.

T h e r e  c a n  b e  l i t f l e
doubt  that  the arr iva l  c f
the Mozamhican pi lot wi l l
p rov ide  b lacks  w i th  an
unpreeedented source ul'
encouragement.

1' l lE South Afr ican Gov-
ernment 's  i r ra t ional  sen-'s i t iv i ty  to  cr i t ic ism f rom
outs ide wf is  h ighl lg t t ted
r e c e n t l y  b y  t . h e  . l a n e
Fonda affair.

I lu t  another  case has
d r a r v r t  a t t c n t i o n  o n e e
again to  the way in  which
a foreign visi tor n'ray one
tn inute be acc la imed by
National I)artv supporters
when he malr.es posit ive
s t a t c t r t c n t s  a b o u t  1 , h e
S o u t h  A l ' r i c a n  s i t u ; r t i o n

and the nrxt bE-darnneo
for cr i t lcrsrng i t .

Mr t l iwi l 'auroa. a New
Zealand race relat ions ex-
oert and coincidentallY a
M a o r i ,  f o u n d  h i m s e l t
under the IiARC and Na-
t ional is t  Press sPot  l ig l t t
during his recent visi t  to
South Afr ica.

While he was hcre l t is
d iscover ies o l  Progross
made in sPol't led him to
contment quite favourablY

about conditions now pre-
vai l ing ln  spor t  ln  th ls
eountry,

Na tu ra l l y  the  l iABC,
not to mention Afrikaans
National ist newspapers,
made greut play of what
he had to say. Reading
be tween  t l t e  l i nes  one
wouid have been forgiven
for gaining the impression
f rom these  in te rv iews
t h a t  M r  T a u r o a  w a s
might i ly  impressed and
l,rcl not a bad word to saY
about us.

The image of this man.
presented by the Pro'Gov'
brnment media. was that
h e  w a $  i n d e e d  t r u l Y
obiective.

b u t  w h a t  h a P P e n e d
next? Landed on his home
s h o r e s  M r  T a u r o a  r e -
marked on the inJustice
o f  a  s o c i a l  s Y s t e m  i n
which a black felt  obl iged
to ca l l  a  whi te "boss" .
A r r d  s u d d e n l v  t h e  m a n
r v h o  p r e s u m a b l Y  c a m e
h e t ' e  o n  a  f a c t ' f i n d i n g
rnission has been label led
i ls an undesirable visi tor
by the Nat ional is t  Press.' H e  

w a s  r e P o r t e d  a s
s a v i n g ,  s a f e l Y  b a e k  i n
N e r v  

- Z e a l a n d .  
t h a t  a

b lack  cou ld  ac tua l lY  be
thrown in  ja i l  for  showing
disresPect to a white. And
based on that fal laeious
s ta te r t ten t  the  C iovern '
1 1 1 s i ) 1 .  h a s  b e e n  c o m '
n rended  fo r  "exerc is ing
r l i sc re t ion"  in  dec id ing
ivhont i t  should al low ir, i ' ;
Sout l t  At ' r ica,

Some people, especiallY
blar lks,  would probablY
s y n l p a t h i s e  w i t h  M r
'faut oa for gaining this
impression.  Blacks can,
alter al l ,  be thrown into
j u i l  l o r  s i m p l y  b e i n g
black '-  i l  theY are found
in an aren f rom which
they ale barred, a white
urban area In ivhich theY
do not tvork or live, for
example.

So i t  scems that unless
the Gove.'nment ean be
certain thirt  visi tors wll l
Irave only nice things to
$aI' about 'ls when theY
l e a v e .  t h , e y  w i l l  b e
unwe lcome t r t  saY the
least ,

I t  is  just  as wel t  that
we have enter,:tl the age
ol sophisticaterl technol-
ogy. Soon th.e onlv visi'
tois we mav hav^ may ba
r o b o l s  p r o g r a m m e d  t o '
s e e  s o l e l y  w h . q t  t h t :
Nat ional ls t  Govet 'nmcnt
wants them to ser.


