Mozambique
guerrillas ;,/ /0
down plane

IISBOIN — Anti-Marxist guer-
rillas In Mozambique said yes-
terday tha! they hed killed
rnore,than, 40 governnient sol-
diarsvand shot down an air
force spotter plate during oper
ations over the list two
meonths, :

A statement by the ldozam-
cLe Nationa) Resistawe, dis-
ibutad in Lisbon, 3ald iis
guemllas had beaten off at-
tacks by the Marxist govern-
ment forces on their hases m
central Mozambique.

At least 44 members of the
riuling Frelimo party’s armed
forcw wére killed by the RNM

during operations in Sepkember
and October, it added. '

Government air and yround
forces lsunched a majot offen-
sive aguinst the RNM last
June, capturing a major guer-
rilla base near Espungabera on
the Zimbabwean bocder,

Yesterday's statement re-

ferred for the {irstt) time to

tacks on guerrilla bases near
:t:: gaw mg:er about 150kin to
the south and near Chimolo, 2
strateglc crossroads city on the
ipternational railway from
Beira % Zimbabve,

The RNM listed offensive op-
er'ations which included an at-
t:ck on a train on the interna-

'bonal railway on Septembor 29

axd several ambushes of mlli~
tary vehicles.

The guerrilla movement,
wiich cisims to have 5 000 men
under arins, said It kilied 10
government soldiers in an en-
counter near the River Saveon
thie same day. It gave no de-
talis of its own losses,

Other oper.atlons listed in the
statement include attacks on
government-held villages and
military posts: and the shooting
down of a spotter plane on
October 11 rear Chimolo. —
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