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Frel imo's determinat ion to }arness
i ts largely rural ,  i l l i terate and ethni-
ca l l y  d i ve rse  peop le  i n to  commoD
economic and pol i t ical  development
efÍorts.

F re i imo  has  na t iona l i zed  banks ,
businesses and funeral  par lors.  The
p a r t y  h a s  h e r d e d  f a r m e r s  o n t o
c o m m u n a l  p l a n t a t i o n s  a n d  h a s  r e
s t r i c l e d  f r e e d o m  o f  m o v e m e n t
a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h o u s a n d s  o f
t h i e Y e s ,  p r o s l i t u t e s ,  l o a f e r s ,  s u s -
p e c t e d  R h o d e s i a n  s p i e s ,  a n d  d i s s i -
d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  h e ' ; d e d  i n t o  r e .
sCucat ion camps.

The chr i rch has become a target  of
F r e l r m o ' s  C l s p l e  a s u r e ,  a s  l t  h ã s  r n
many  deve lop ing  soc ia l i s t  coun t r i es .
P reach ing  loya l t y  to  a  heaven ìy  au -
t h o r i t y  i s  t a k e n  a s  i n i m i c a !  t o  t h e
in te res ts  o f  a  na t ìon  t r y ing  to  l ns t l l l
in  r ts  people a sense oÍ  nat ional  pur.
pose ,  p r ide  ánd  lden l r t y .

Indeed ,  some c le rg ,y rnen ,  Par t i cu '
l a r l y  o f  t h e  C a t h o l t c  C h u r c h ,  a r e
heav i l y  i nvo lved  in  an t i -F re l imo  ac -
t l v l Ì i es  Accord ing  to  recen t  v l s l t o rs
to lhe Rhodesra- l \ , Íoztmbique border
a reas ,  Ca tho l r c  c le rgy  he lp  smt tgg le
M N R  g u e r r i l l a s  b a c k  a n d  f o r l h  t n
lhe Ía lse bot tom of  a van.

F re ì imo  has  chosen  soc ia Ì i sm as
the  mos t  e f f i c ien t  and  humane  p i r th
tcward development.  The progress l t
has  ach ieved  in  Mozamb ique 's  fou r

) ' cü rs  o f  i ncependence  -  bu i l d ing  a
s e n s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i Ì 1 ' ,  h o l c l t n g
e lec t i ons  ( j n  1977)  a t  t he  v i l l age  and
n a Ì i o n a l  l e v e l s .  b r i n g i n g  h e a i t h
c l r n i c s  a n d  s a h ì Ì a t i o n  c a m p a t H n s  l o
the  cour rh ry ' s rde  -  has  conv inced
many  obser le rs  tha Ì  Mozambtque  t s
soc ia l i sm 's  r t s ing  s ta r  i n  A f  r i ca .

The  MNR d rsagrees .  Says  one  MNR
guer r i l ì a ,  w Ì ro  p re fe rs  to  be  ca l l ed
Jorge ,  "F re l rmo  has  fa j l ed  to  de ì t ve r
the goods. For 500 years, the N{ozam-
bican people have lacked educat ion,
food .  and  she l te r .  F re Ì tmo  has  no t
fed  the  peop le ,  no r  educa ted  them,
r ,or  shel tered them And, above al i ,
r t  has  no t  g i ven  them the i r  f reedom.
Al l  Mozambique got  is  an imported
brand oí  sociaì Ísm."

Wbat  began  as  a  m ino r  d i sag ree -
ment over pol i t ics has taken on the
t rag ic  d imens ions  o f  a .b i t t e r  . s t rug -
gle that  [ íozambique can i l l  af ford.
Hundreds  o f  Mozamb icans ,  pa r l i cu -
la r l y  Wes te rn - t ra ined  techn ic ians
and inte l lec luals,  have f led or  gone
i n t o  h i d i n g ,  p r o m p l i n g  g r e a l e r
c rackdowns  by  a  wor r ied  F re l imo
and a bardening of  posi t ions on both
sides.

"They are kil l ing our people," says
an MÌt{R of f ic ia l .  "The only th ing we
can do is  to kr l l  them back."

T h e  M N R  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  i n f i l -
t rated r ts agents intc '  key p,osi t tons tn
the ar iny and in Mozanbique's East
G e r m a n - t r a i n e d  s e c r e t  p o l i c e ,
SNASP.  MNR c la ims  to  have  k i l i ed

over  200_ governrnent  t roops,
wounded many more and to have en.
cou raged  l he  dese r t i cn  o f  many
Frel imo soldiers.

The MNR also claim:; responsibi l-
i t y  f o r  t he  des l ruc l i on  o f  r a r lway
bridges, telephone l ines, hydroelec-
t r ic  p lants  and other  ins ta l la t ions.
The c la ims are not  ver i f iab le .

I n  response  1o  such  ac t i v i t Í es ,
Mache l  has  t aken  an  i nc reas ing l y
hard l ine in  h is  domesÌ ic  po l ic ies  In
an angr) '  two-hour Ma1'day sçreech
th is  year ,  the f Íery  former  guerr i Ì la
leader  jus t i f ied h is  crackdc iwn on
the Catho l ic  Churcb in  Mozambique
by ch i r rg ing thaÌ  i t  has become "a
force of pol i t ical and idealogical sub-
vers ion. "

Las t  mon th .  f i ve  F re ì imo  pa r t y
leaders rvere dismissed for promot-
ing " reg ionaÌ ism arrd  t r iba l ìsm,  con-
t i nua t i on  o f  co lon  j a l  wo rk ing  p rac -
l i c e s , "  a n d  f o r  " m a i D l a i n i n g  t i e s
wit h rel igious f igures."

Such actions lead MÌ, jR guerri Ì las
to bel ieve that Ihey are not far from
lhrir goaÌ of toppl ing the MacheÌ re-
gime. "Frel ino is definitely scared,"
says one MNR guer i l la .  "Every  day,
more and more people  in  Mozam-
b ique  a re  ge t t i ng  f ed  up  w i t h  t he
Fre l imo leadersh ip .  Machei  is  now
more unpopular  in  l \ {ozambique
than Id i  Amin was at  the he i8 t r t  o f
h is  pcwer  in  Uganda."
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NAIROBI ,  Kenya  -  The  Marx i s t -
o r i e n t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  M o z a m -
b i q u e  t s  I o c k e d  i n  a n  i n c  r e a s i n g l Y
v io len t  s t rugg le  aga ins t  a  coa ì i t i on
oí  rnterests u 'h ich accuses Prestdent
Samora l t {achel  of  fa i l ing " to del iver
o n  t h e  g o o d s "  o D  h i s  s o c t a l i s t
promises.

M a c h e l  r e c e n l l y  s e n l e n c e d
ano the r  e igh t  Mozamb icans  to  dea th
fo r  án t i . s ta te  ac t i v i t i es .

T h e  e x e c u t i o n s  b y  f i r i n g  s q u a d
wr l l  b r ìng  to  more  lhan  50  lhc  num-
ber  k i l l ed  s ince  a  wave  o f  an t i -gov -
e r n m e n t  s a b o t a g e  a n d  v i o l e n c e
began rn Mozarnbique last  spr ing.

I n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n s e t t l e d
s i l  u a t i o n ,  a n t i . g c v e r r r m e n t  g u e r r i l -
l as  c Ìa im to  have  b lown  up  a  v i ta l  o i l
s torage depot,  at lacked government
m i l i t a r y  b a r r a c k s  a n d  f r e e d  h u n -
dreds of  pol i l ica l  pr isoners í rom a
govern ment "re-educat ion camp."

The  m i l i t an t  cha ! lenge  to  the  po l i -
c ies  o f  Mache l  and  h i s  ru l i nq  pa r t y ,
F re l imo  -  o r  F ron t  fo r  the  L ibe ra -
t i on  o f  Mozamb ique  -  bas  Ied  the
p r e s i d e n t  t o  c o m m a n d  t h e  d e a t h
pena l t y  fo r  any  Ì r íozamb ican  sus -
pected of  being in conlar ' t  wi th d iss i -
den ts .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l h e  e x e c u t i o n s ,
h íozamb ican  sources  say ,  hundreds
have been impr isoned by the Machel
governmen l  i n  a  c )ampdown as  a rb i -
t r a r y  a s  a n y  s u f Í e r e d  u n d e r  t h e
coun t ry ' s  fo rmer  Por tugese  co ìon ra l
ru ìe rs .

The  s t rugg le  p i t s  F re Ì imo ,  the  na -
Ì i o n a l i s t  g u e r r i l l a  o r g a n i z a l i o n
r ' i 'h ich look power at  MozámbÍque's
r n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  a g a i n s t  t h e
Resrs lenc ia  Nac iona l  Mocambrcana
t  l t í ozamb ique  Na t iona l  Res is tance ,
or  Ìv l l iR).

The  t r íNR coa l i t i on  ranges  Í rom
r igh t .w ing  Por tugese  bus inessmen
r* 'hose assets in Mozambique have
b e e n  n a t i o n a l i z e d  b y  F r e ì i m o ,  t o
So l : th  A Í r i cans  seek ing  to  des tab i l i ze
th r  Marx i s t  reg ime  on  tbe i r  no r Ìh .
ern border.

The coal i t icn aìso inc!udes former
F r e l i m o  g u e r r i l l a s  w h o  a r e  c o n .
v i n c e d  t h a t  M a c h e l ' s  M a r x i s t  p o l i .
c ies  a re  tak ing  the  coun t ry  away
f rom the i r  i dea ls  o f  f reedom and
democracy.

A reading of  the pol i t ical  mani fec
tos of both Frelimo and the MNR re
vea ls  Íew d i f f e rences .  Bo th  favo r
democrat ic  e lect ions,  human r ights,
equality and freedom of expression.
Where  they  d i sag ree  i s  ove r  how,
when  and  to  wha t  ex ten t  these
rdeals can be put into practice.

Mozamb ique  has  been  su f fe r Íng
t h e  e f Í e c t s  o f  a  d e b i l i t a t i n g ,  u n d e
clared war wi th neighbor ing Rhods
sia,  a xr ious and growing refugee
problem and an economy ravaged by
the departing Portuguese in 1975.

These problems have heightened


