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An ocean-to-ocean arc of
troubled African nations

From ANTHONY DELIUS

LONDON. — The May Day
reprimands issued by Presl-
dent ‘Samora Machel of
Mgumblque against the Ro-
mat  Catholic Church,” *‘old-
fashioned” trade unions and
wearers of: wigs and ' tready
gear may be
great area of -unease lving
around Zimbabwe-Rhodesia,

increasingly_disturbed by the

struggle . inside that country.
‘An_arc of troubled nations
bends ovc. . the top of the south
sub-continent from the Indiun
to Atlantic oceans, from

Mozambique across Malawi _

and Zambia to Angola.

Undoubtedly it is Mozambi-

que .that is most constantly
affected by the Rhodesian
war, its fledgling Marxist gov-
ernment providing the main
base camps for the Mugabe

wing of the Patrigtic Fromt.

and at the same time trying to
lay the foundations of what its
leaders regard as an authentic
socialist state, . -

Under(round

| ,Adding to _theae Jenders’
confusions ‘is the atho\nt
advice being poured info their

esrs lmm Marxist advisers

originaiing from a variety of
countries ‘and organizations
including Bulgaria and the old
South African Cormmnunist
Party. But the most immedi-
ate irritant comprises the
activiti>s of an underground
sabotage movement.

This group is known as the
Mozambique Resistance Move-
ment (MRM), which has set
light to fuel tanks, cut commu.
nications Nere and there, and
even ambushed regular troops,
The Mozambique authorities
say that 'MRM guerillas are
truined in Malawi and Rhode-
sia, and suspicions are even
voiced that South Africa aiso
assists them.

Nou doubt President Machel

iinked to the

of sons,

is anxious to give his support-
er3 and Mozambicans in
general something more
substantial and visible to

blame for the difticulties his

regime is having, hence the
reference .to the ‘‘anti-soclal-
ist” attitudes of the Roman
Catholic hierarchy, and imi-
iators of the decadent West.

-President Mobutu of Zaire,

for opposite ‘‘capitalist” rea-

also attacked the
activities of the 'leéading
churchmen in opposing his
“African authenticity” cam-
paign of yesteryear, yet his
difticulties and failings oniy
grew worse. But there can be
little doubt that the [requent
invasions of Mozambique by
Rhodesian forces stiriking
against guerilla bases I a

large element in the (Mticully'

of meeting the country’'s need
for economic growth and
stability.

Tune inability of the
Mozambican army to do any-
thing about stopping the
Rhodesian incursions at
present also reflects on tlhe
authority of President
Machel’s govermaneut. Al-
though the Machel regime
doesn't scem to he much

shaken by the MRM’s “bar-
dit”’ activity any morc than by
the reporied dissatisfaction
among’ the people at having to
share supplies ‘of scarce {oods
with Patriotic Froat guerilias,

it 48 very uncomfottable to to

have to. live with. Helce the
recent well-publicized
shootings of saboteurs, in-
tended to demonstrate
firmness of authority as well .
as a warking to others con- .

" templating subversion. /'

Malawi, lying along IL.1ke
Malawi and Mozambique’'s

north-western border, seems
at first sight to be not very
much affected by or concerned
in the problems, ideological
aims or racial struggles of her
neighbours. Indced Malawi’s
President (for life) Hastings
Banda was positively hostile to
Mozambique's present rulers
when they were conducting a
guerilla war against the Por-
luguese, and he is quite open
ahout his willingness to have
dealings with South Africa and
Mr Smith’s Rhodesia, and
probably with Bishop
Muzorewa's Zimbabwe-Rhode-
Sia as well.

What is more, he has been
more successful than either of



his nelghbours, Zsmbia and .

Mozambique, in developing the
agriculturalists and agriculiure
of his country.

But there have been'reports

of some rumblings in the
Malawian army, and. of
Baida’s having to accept some
manifestly unfair treatment of
some other officeis. by the
commander-in-chief in order to

keep that officer’'s loyalty. If
the number of peopic the -
president once kept In deten-

tion — though he has let mast

of them out over the past year -

or — is anythmg to go by,
then he does have some secu-

rity problems.
‘ibere are three Malawian

political groups in exile, all
with head offices in Tanzanin. -

The leader of one, a Soviet-
trained economist who works
in a Maputo official hank, Dr

Attati Mpakati, had his hands

badly injured recently' by a
letter-bomb.

President Banda is now get-
ting on {or 80, and if he should
;dle soor it's obvious that the
tuiers of Zambia, Mozambique
and Rbhodesia-Zimbabwe - will
have an i.tenise iaterest in
what sort of government Kets
into power in Malawi

The Zamblans are in such a

 state of disturbance over

Rhodesian - incursions aguinst
Jnshua Nkomo's guerillas, the
near-collapse of the economy
and a continulng crime wave

that some ‘alk of the country -

being in an advanced condition
of ‘destabilization’’. There is

no doubt that the once-great

authority ol President Kenneth
Kaunda has been dangerously
reduced. Hisz own confidence in
the Western. powers, and
particularly Britain, has been
30 eroded hy the failure of the
Anglo-American, plan to

achieve anything so far in get-

ting a settiement for Rhodesia

~that e 18 reported to be in-

cra&slng:y willing to look to
the Russlens end Cubans for

- protectio from Rhodesian

raids.

The Russians of course may»

give him weapons and advisers
but they are unlikely to pro-
vide him with the sort of cash
aid his ccuntry's economy so

. desperately neéeds.’ i ls es-

timated that Zambia has

- suffered losses amowuitting to
hundreds of millions of rands

owing to the confrontation
with UDI Rhodesia -- and il
the Commonwealth conference
does take pldce in Lusaka in
August as scheduled, it is
likely to hear a desperate pléa
for large compensation.

Relations have improve:’ be-
tween - Angola and Zambia
since the days when President
Kaunda 'uscd- to talk about
Russians and their ‘“‘cubs’
(Cubans} belng the major in-
fluence in Luanda.

Altbough one of the front-

line states. Angola had enough

troubles on its tervitory be-
tween the borders with South
West Africa and Zalre to want

" too much involvement in the

Rhodesian struggle. But slowly -
the provision of training
camps for Cubans to creale
guerillas for Joshua Nkomo's
cause has drawn Angola into
that confrontation more
substantially, and the heavy
raid by the Rhodesians oh a
training camp near Luena in
Angola has marked this. Per-
haps it's significant that the
Angolans say the at‘ack wus
really a joint South African-
Rhodeslan overation, with

Rhedesian aircraflt refueling

at a base camp in
SWA/Namibia.
The Russians "and the Cu-

'bans may be as finterested in

koeping that great aicc of terri-

tory across the m. ddle of
Africa - ‘‘destabilized”’ and
ready for international usi% as
the Americans and British aive
anxious to cool things Lthere,

without much help !rom the
Rhodeslans.
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