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The 23rd Nlarch Attacl< on Oil  Depots Near l leira ( l t Í l l i  6077i ir)

( a )  " \ { o r cc  , ' i  F ree  A f r r ca "  r n  Po r tuguc . sc  f , r r  \ l oza t r rh i qu r .  l r i 30  g rn r  26  i l ; r r  79

rexr or Ícpor,: SBC ad l, l  l f .  fl ' -  '  '  I
A war  conmun lque  r ssued  by '  t he  l Í ozamb ique  na t i on r l  r e ' i : t ance  moremen t  hcs

d rsc losed  t h : r t  t l r c  r eccn l  a t rack  a ta i ns Í  t he  Be r ra  o i l  deno ts  nxs  c l r r i ed  ou t  b i '  a  spec ra l
ssüul t  task iorce of  the N ' Íozambican res is tence.  The i t , . i ì r Ì tLr i l iQue a lso ind icat . 's  úat  thc
fc . rces o f  the Ì i Íac i re l  (eguÌ re  car r ied out  a  nresracrÈ m tJre  res i t jent ia l  area near  üre o i l
depots .  T i r is  rnassscre took p lac. ' * 'hen Ì r Íachel 's  forces s tar ted Í ì r ing in  despai r .

About 48 soldiers of the so.cal led People's Forces for üre Liberation of
t r lozambique (FPLI í ' )  u 'ç re  k i l l cd  as a  resu l t  o f  var i , rusmi l i taO'operet iuns car r ic -d  out  b1 '
t Ì re  Mozu: rbrcan res is l f ,ncc Ìbrces.  Our  forces drs t r ibuted panrp l iJets  in  Bc ' i ra  c i t l 'a t  the
t i in r ' ivhcn t i iL '1 ' ìpcrat ion jga, rs t  the l \ lunhava o i l  tanks u 'as  cer r i ' :d  out

(b)  Lusaka hcrme scr r ice rn  Engl iú  I  I  l5  gmt  2 .1  i l Ía r  79

Ter,t  of ÍepoÍt of Kaunda's rn.-ssagt '  to Níachel:

A ntessage f rcrnr  P iesr i lent  Kaundc t r r  Samora l t Íechel  says:  I  hrçe heard on l l ' th is
mo ;n inc  I l ] r h  Ì r ' l a r ch ]  o f  1 ' e t  sn t r r l Ì ç ' r  coward l y '  a l t ack  on  t ' ou r  coun r l ' b ] , o r Ì Í  common
enenì \ ' .  the racrs f  t - Í ìêr Ì ì ] .  rn  \ \h : ;h  l 'ou l t l Í  la 'ge s tocks o f  va iuable  tueì .  As a Ìu 'a1 's .  I
cL )ndc l l t Í Ì  t l l t c  and  a i l  t i r e  i r ' r .  t ' t ì i  i r r n l r n l l  a t : i l c ks  : Ì ga ins t  Í hc '  l i f c '  and  p l . r p r . Í t v  o f  Í hc
r I ì r Ìocenr  pcoplc  t l l '  ì \ l t rz  arnb i . iue.  , rnd I  sa l r t t . '  \  ( )u :  ga l lJ r ì t  t (oops ï ' r r r  t l rc  t jc fence rnd
speedl '  s i i r r r Í r  rn  repei l rng úe enenr l '

(c )  Ì \ Íaputo rn  Engl rsh f t r r  Rhodes ia  -  Vo ice o1-Zrmbab*e -  1800 gmt  :4  \ Íar  79

Excerpt fr trm 1sp.rt of Mugabe's stalement:

Thr'  president of úe Zinrbabwe Afi ican National Union. ZANU, the f ighting
cor l ìponent  o f  the P l t r ro t ic  Front .  Conrrade Rober t  l l tugabe,  has condenrned the at tack
on t l te oi l  storage depot in l l Íozanrbique's second largest ,  ' ty, Beira. In an inten' iew with
thr '  Mozunbican weekly magrzine Tenlpo',  the ZÀ\U prcsident said rhat the attack was
ainrecl at destabi l izrng úc' People's Rcpubhc o[ Àlozarnbique rr ' i th the ult imate ainr of
forcing the country to reduce i ts support fc 'rr t l rc '  anrred l iberation strug$e in Zinrbabr.r 'e.

Summary of World Broadcasts, 28 March 1979

The 23rd March Attack on Oil Depots Near Beira (\tE!6077,'il) 

(a) "VOICl' Ili Free Afllca" In PO(tugue~e f()( ~1u/3.Jllhjyu(' 1610 gm t ~() \hr 7q 

Text of C cp0r': .'S(:SC.2 <.61'3 \ 1'=1 
A war commumque Issued hy the \1ozambiquc nation:!l rt?:-.istance movement has 

disclosed 1111t the recent atra,:k against the Belra od depots was c:mied out by a speCIal 
3.ss~lUlt task force of the Mozambican re5i~tanc~. The {t>.i1munique alsl) indicatl's that th~ 
[lllces of the Mach"l rcgU11e carried out a massacre ill the reslcien tial area ne:lf the oil 
depots. This maS53Cte took place when Machel's forces started firing in despair. 

About 48 soldiers of the so-called People's Forces for the Liberation of 
MOZalTIbique (FPl\O Weft' kilkd as a result ofvalious military Orefatiuns carried out by 
the !\10Z3.I71blCan reslSt:lnCe forces. Our forces dlstI ibuted pamphlets in Beira city at the 
timc \ ... ·hen The opcration Jga'.J1:;t the Munha..,a od tanks \\'3S c3Iri·:d out 

(b) lusaka home se~ ice ill English 1115 gmt 24 Mar 79 

Tex t of report of Kaunda 's messagt' to Machel: 

A message from PrC':;lJent Kaunda to Samofa Machel ~aV5: I h3\'e heard onlv this 
mo;ning [24th ~,,{a[(h] of yet a,h)th~! \.'ow3£dly attack on YOuI·c0un r 'Y· by our common 
ene-l1lv. rhe raCist enem\. ill \\ h:.:h YOU In~ large ~tocks of valuable- fuel. A5 alw3\'S. I 
(und~mn llil' and all rile' :t'lt'lli '11~11II1:11 3t;3~-k' Jga;nst the life and p,.,1pcn'· ll{ The 

inllLh.:enl pt'uplc:: l)f Ml)2 dlnbiych>. Jnd I ~Jlljle ylnl~ galbnt t(l)OPS (\..1, the Jefenct' Jnd 
spC'edy a..:rton ID lepellmg Lhe enemy 

(c) Maputo m Engltsh for Rhodesia· Voice of 21mbab\\ e . 1800 gmt 24 ~1a: 79 

Excerpt from report of Mugabe's statement: 

The president of the Zimbabwe Afrjcan National Union. lANU, the fighting 
componC'nt of the Patnolic Front, Comrade Robert Mugabe, has condemned the attack 
on the oil storage depot in Mozambique's second larges1 ,·ty, Beira. In an interview with 
th~ Mozambican weekly magazine "Tempo', the ZAl\;U president said that the attack was 
aimed at destabilizmg the People's RepUblic of Mozambique with the ult imatr aim of 
for~ing the country to reduce its support for the anned liheration struggle in Zimhabwe. 


