
respons ib le  tor  serv ic ing and ar rn ing a l l
l iberat ion nrorenrents ;  t l ie  f \C and Ff .C
of SoutÌ i  .{Ji ica. both of w'hich have irnoor-
tant nt i l i tarv bases in Tanzania: ,rnd
S \ \ 'APO o f  \ e r r r r b i a .

Zanqira. rt 'h<t \ \ ' l rs arrested ip IuÌr. .
rr. 'orkecl as a tour gLride l iom thc, Ki l i i lan-
juo Hote l  in  Dar  és Salaarn.  I t  is  c lear  that
l iorn this posit ion he w.ouÌcl also har.e hird
i-Ìccess to coniìdential inÍbnnation: most
rneet inqs o f  the Front l ine Pres idents  u . i th
the l iberat ion nrov.enrents  r r .ere  convened
at  the hote l .

The prosecutor  sa ic l  Zanqi ra  h ld  met  a
\ Í r .  \ \ ' i Ì t sh i r e  i n  i gT l  r r ho  sa Íd  he  had  a
i i iencl interested in nervs frorn "{r ica . Zan_
gi ra  q . r r  e  h is  address to  h inr  and rece i r -ed
his  f ì rs t  Ìe t rer  f rorn  John \ \ ' i l son in
\ovember  lg ï1 ,  and s ince then hacÌ  sent

âo
about  30 le t ters  to  Engìand.  One of  the
letters from Wilson tuaf q,roted as sa\.rng:' I t  

requires much ski l l  to get nervs *hích ís
secret not for newsfaper report ing. '
The letters from lvi Ìsòn, \ Íeeia ," iã,
requested 

' information 
that centred on

espionage and sabotage'.
Zangìra was arrested last lulv 2g after

pol ice rvere told he rvas communicating
rvith a Íbreign agent. A letter he was seeã
collect ing from his private post ofÍ ìce box
contained a note from \\ ' i lson and SlS.
\Íore Ìetters from \Vi lson were found at
Zangira's home and oÍf ce. Some of the let-
ters asked for information on the traininq of
Zirnbabw'ean freedom fighters, Cubans- in
Tanz^anlar .the re:oo.rted feu.ds in Z;:n-
babwean gueri l la camps. the effect of
Chinese inf luence in the countrv, as weÌÌas
information on President \verere and his
top adv isers .  Ev idence heard in  cour t ,
however, rel'eaÌed that as far as inter-
nationaÌ espionage goes. Zaneira w.as not aÌ l
asfute operator; for al l  the nuggets of
Ínformation he passed on he receiued paÌ-
t r ! ' sums of  moner , ,  usuaÌh ' ranging f rom lS
to 23 do l ìars .

Dur ing the t r ia l ,  the second esp ionaqe
case in  Tanzania 's  post - independence hrs-
torv, Zangira said he bel ier..ed the inÍ 'or-
mation was rvanted br, \ tr ' i lson for business
purposes.  In  fac t ,  \ \ ' i l son c la imed in  some
of the letters that he was rvorkins on beha.l f
o f  bus iness in terests .  Horr -erer .  the Chref '
Just ice repor ted: 'Could  bus iness Ínvestors
ask for  th is  k ind o f  in Íbrmat ion or  is  i t  the
k ind of  in format ion that  the enemies of
Zinrb'abrv'e nationa.l ists, that is the i l Ìeqal
regrrne Ian Smi th ,  needed?

Zaneira, the f irst Tanzenian to be con-
v' icted of spving, rvas sentenced to 20 r.ears
i n  p r i son .  I n  g i v i ng  t he  sen tence .  t he  Ch ie f
Just ice saíd  Zangi ra  had bet raved the cur rse
of  Af r ican l iberat ion:  

' I  
har .e  taken in to

account  the làc t  that  the arnred s t ruqsìe in
central southern .{,1i ica Ís norr '  

"pp.oáõl,,nci ts  peak and c lec is ive s taqe.  Enern ies o i ' th . r i
struggie are bound to increese their eÍÌbrts
to  sabotage i t  anc l  nrake use of  the unpar-
r io t ic  c i t izens of  th is  count r r ' . '  He added
that  the sentence rvas a lso a imed at  deter -
nng others  to  cornmi t  s inr i Ìar  o Í Ìènces
rv 'h ich r . 'e re  a lmost  t reasonable .

Z lnq i ra ' s  \ Í ozamb ican  coun te rp i r r t .
.4.Í 'onso Joane Cotoi,  pror.ed to har.e teen
more treasonarirÌe rvhen he revealed ìr is
ro ìe  in  act iv i t ies  aq: r ins t  - \ Íozanrb ique b. ,
the Rhodesi i in and Soutir . \ i i ican io.."r.
Coto i ,  a  \ Íozambican f rom the Inharnbane
Pror ince rr 'ho rvirs recruited b,..  the Sorrth
.1, l ì ' ic irns u'Ir i le rvorkinq rtn the Fand.
revetr led detaiÌs o[ a iJl* ' .r  tor r.  rnaÌor
RhocÌes ian at tack on \ Í , tz . r ;nb ic ìue at  i i re
Press conference in  \ Í rpLr to .  He \ \ ' l ìs
arresterÌ r ' , 'hi le orì ì  recorÌ, ," ir .ar 'rce nt is.siorr
a lmeci  a t  gether i i r {  in lor r : r . i t ion in  cor r -
nect ion rv i th  the a t tack a t  \ Íeo i r i  in  Seo-
tenrber .  one of  the o Ì r jec t r ' .  cs  o t ' t Ì re  " r t t lc i .
he sa i<1.  ' , r ' l .s  the phr ' -s ic ' r r l  e l in r in i r t i , rn  o l '
.Dre.s i t lent  Sr r ìnor i ì  i l r ich . , l  . r r i r l  i ' , i s  Ì i , : r r ter i -
i Ì l l  ts .

Coto i  to lc i  journeÌ is ts  t Ì r r t  he r ' . 'as  Í ì r -s t
contec'ted bv a Sttuth ..Uì ' lcirr i rr  l í l ï {  rvi i ,r

TANZ,qN IA- MCZAfuï ts I Q U,E
A *m5e ffi$ Ëw'm 6paes

: l  . \ST  mon th  I  l o rn re r  Tanzen ian  in -
L  te l l i , l ence  o l J ì ce r  \ \ ' as  on  t r i a l  a t  t he  H i rh
Court  lÁ Dar es S.r . laarn accusecÌ  o i  spr  inq
on  h i s  co t rn t r v  and  soLr t i re rn  - { f r i caà ' t iU -
e ru t i on  rnover len ts  b i r sed  in  Tanzan ia .
. \ Ì rn , t s t  a t  t Ì t e  sa rne  t i n re .  Í ì r r t he r  sou th  a t
\ [ . rpa i .  t he  \ l oze rnb ic ln  r i ] l aqe  t ] r i r t  has
been  loo rn l l ed  l r rd  oc .c r r  l t i ec l  i r t  \ . J , r i ( )us
r rn res  b r .  t he  Rhodes i ; r r r  , r i , ned  l -o rces .  the

_  Íoz ln r i t i c l n  au tho r i t i es  a l rp rehended  â
cornpatr iot  w ho rvas grr ther iÀS r"" ,  r i f r .  i rnd
n r i l i t . t r r  i r ú ì r r rn l t i , - rn  t ' o r  t l i e  Rhoc ìe r i r , . , r .
\ \ ' Ì r i ì e  the  t r vo  6 .o r * . r , r . " . "  no t  d i rec t l r
i n t e r c r r n n e c t e d .  t h e r '  \ ! . e r e  ì i n k e d  r n  t i i e
sense  t i ra t  bo th  mer i  \ \ ' e re  r * . r t r k ins  i b r  the

r lne  1 , rgop le .  and  t -o r  thc ,  same ob iec t i , . -e  o f
. t r r c i e r n t Í r t i n q  t h e '  l i L r e r a t r c t n  m o r  e r n e n t s  j n
so r i i h r - rn  A i i i ca .

I n  t h e  D a r  e s  S a Ì a a r n  H i s h  C o u r t .  J L r m a
T i r o r r r r r s  Z . r : r g i r e .  r  l b r n r e r  i 1 1 1 € , i l j o e n r , r -
, ; t Ì ìcer .  . , , ' , rs  . l ieqecÌ  to har-e ip i .J ì ; ; ; i ì r ; ; :
rqn  po \ \ ' e r  s ince  l9 lL  The  cour t  r va5  io l ,1  1 ru
t i i e -  l go re rnn ìen t  p r -csecu to r  tha t  Zans Í r . ì
irird pas s ecÌ 1t re1 r r d Íc i.rl i nforrn iitÍo n to rr nl i.Ìrl
i c l en t i i ì ec ì  ns  

- [o l i n  
\ \ ' i ì son .  an  Enq Ì i shman

l i r  i n q  i n  B r i t a i n .  T h e  r r r o s e c u t . r , l .  D .  S .
\ Íee l . r  sa i t ÌZ i rn . {1 ra  Ì r . r r Ì  been  ga thc , r i nq  and
1 ;ass in , l  i n l ì ; rn t r r t i o r r  a l ;o r r t  T . r l l z l n ia '  and
sever l i ì  . \ f r i can  l i i r e ra t i on  mr ) \ .e rnen ts .
i r ic iucì in11 t Ì re hvo ZÍrn l l Ìbr , , . . . ,1. r - . r  i r re,r i i i . i
, i Ì ' ( ) ì Ì l i s .  7 : . {PL-  anc ì  Z . { - \U  w .h i ch  l i l r e  h r rc i
i ne r r  r l r r i i r  i n r i r r  j t rq  c i ì Ì ì ì Ì t s  i n  T i rnz l rn i i r  i b r  a
Ì r ; n g  t i r t i c .  ( ) t j t t , i  r , r ( " ì n r : j i ì t j o n s  i n c i r r r . Ì t , c j
i l t e  O . {L '  L j } ;e re t i r - r r r  Cor r r r r r i t t ee ' .  t } re  b r ; c i r
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TANZANIA- MOZAMBIQUE 

A la~e of two spies 
, :\ST month J. former T J.nz:lnian in­
j. telligence omcer W3.S on trial at the Hirh 
Court i; Oar es Salaam accused or spying 
on his countn' and southern A.fric:m lib­
eration 1l10\'e'ments based in TJ.nzania. 
:\lmost ,It the same time. further south at 
\L1pal. the .\lozambican \illage that has 
been bombed and occupied' at \'arious 
times b\· the Rhodesian armed forces. the 

_ Iozambican authorities apprehended a 
L'ompJtriot \,ho was gathering security and 
militan' information' for the- Rhode~iaI1S. 
\\'hile . the two cases were not directh 
intercnnnected. the\' were linked in th~ 
sense th,tt both men' were working for the 

llne people. and for the same obj-ecti\'e of 
dndermining the liberation mO\'ements in 
southern Africa. 

In the Oar es Salaam High Court. J uma 
Thomas Zangira, a former intelliaence 
dllcer. \\'as alleged to ha\e spied for ,:fore­
it;n pO\\'er since 1971. The court was told b\ 
the gOH'rnment pro~ecutor that Zangira 
had pa~sed preJ\ldicd inform,ltiol1 to ,t n1an 
identiIled as Tohn \\'ilsoll. al1 Englishman 
li\ing in Bri'tlin. The prosecut~r. O.S. 
.\! eeL! s,lid Zaw!:ira h,ld been gathering ,md 
passing information about T,HlZJnia and 
sr:'\'t-r:d .-\fric:1l1 liberation ml)\·ements. 
illcllldin'.~ the two Zimbahwe:m ~ut.:rilLt 
''::;-OllpS. Z,-\PC :lod ZA:\T which hcl\e had 
their nuin lrailling Call1DS in Tanzani,l for a 
lnng ti:lIl.'. Otht'r- ,.'rC:cl'nis~lti()ns includt'd 
t:H:' OAl' Liber,ttioIl Committee. the body 
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responsible for sen'icing and arming all 
liberation movements; the .-\:\C and PAC 
of South Alricl. both of which ha\'e impor­
tant militan' bases in TanzJnia: and 
SWAPO of :\amibia. 

Zan~ira. who was arrested in July, 
\\'orked as a tour guide from the 1\:iliman­
jaro Hotel in Oar ~s SabJ,m. It is clear that 
from this position he \\'ould also ha\'e had 
access to confidential information; most 
meetings of the Frontline Presidents with 
the liberation movements were cOI1\'ened 
at the hotel. 

The prosecutor said Zangira had met a 
'\fr. \\'iltshire in 1971 who~ said he had a 
friend interested in ne\\'s from Africa. Zan­
giLl gaw his address to him and received 
his first letter from John \\'iIson in 
:\o\'t::,mber 1971, and since then had sent 

.;~~~r:?~;·/;AA.~~~5.~.·:.~.~ .•.. r.L.ij:.t.:,~,:.(.:.:.~;,t.·.,:,~r~.'.~.·~.; .. ~._I.~.::": .. ;.·,·,r.~:,.:r~\~,c-~;·1 
.: ~~.:·>J'~.::;:t,'. . .;..r:~'" . C' :. • i 
,,",.,.'." ".;.:.i.'.... i 

~Lya: ~'';:z~'';;' l~' 
... ;··,'c ._'-" '~":,~;;.'; . 

;;;~"~~~';f\: ! . -, I 
1 

'.".l 
, 

:..,. _ ..... ~ ........ oJ._" 

Monso JOdna Coto; 

about 30 letters to England. One of the 
letters from \Vilson was quoted as saying: 
'It requires much skill to get news which is 
secret ... not for newspaper reporting.' 
The letters from \Vilson, .\.-leela said, 
requested 'information that centred on 
espionage and sabotage'. 

Zangira was arrested last July 29 after 
police were told he was communicatin'Z 
with a foreign agent. A letter he was see; 
collecting from his private post office box 
contained a note from \Vilson and S18 . 
.\fore letters from \Vi!son \Vere found at 
Zangira's home and office. Some of the let­
ters asked for information on the training of 
Zimbabwean freedom fighters, Cubans in 
Tanzania;' the rc~ported fe:J.ds· in Zi:n­
babwean guerilla camps, the effect of 
Chinese influence in the countrY, as well as 
information on President :-';ver~re and his 
top advisers, Evidence h~ard in court, 
however, revealed that as far as inter­
national espionage goes. Zangira was not an 
astute operator; for all the nuggets of 
information he passed on he received pal­
try sums of money, usually ranging from IS 
to 23 dollars. 

During the trial, the second espionage 
case in Tanzania's post-independence his­
tory, Zangira said he believed the infor­
mation was wanted bv \\'ilson for business 
purposes. In fact, Wi'lson claimed in some 
of the letters that he was working on behalf 
of business interests. Ho\vever, the Chief 
Justice reported: 'Could business investors 
ask for this kind of information or is it the 
kind of information that the enemies of 
Zimbab\ve nationalists, that is the illeg:d 
regime Lm Smith, needed~' -

Zangira, the first Tanzanidl1 to be con­
victed of spying, was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison. In giving the sentence. the Chief 
Justice said Zangira had betraved the cause 
of African liberation: 'I hd\'e taken into 
account the fact that the armed struggle in 
central southern :\frica is no\\' appro;~hing: 
its peak and decisive stage. Enemies ofthat 
struggle are bound to incre:lse their eflorts 
to sabotage it and make use of the unpat­
riotic citizens of this countn·.' He added 
that the sentence was also ai~ed at deter­
ring others to commit similar offences 
\\'hich were almost treasonable. 

Zangira's \lozambican counterpart. 
,\fonso Joane Cotoi, pro\'ed to ha\'e been 
more treasonable \,,,'hen he rewaled his 
role in activities against .\loz3.mbique b:; 
the Rhodesian and South .\frican forces. 
Cotoi, a \{ozambican from the Inharnbane 
Prodnce who was recruited b,,' the SOllth 
:\,fricans while working on . the RJ,nd. 
revealed details of a r;L1I1 fClr a major 
Rhodesian attack on .\loZJ.mbique at the 
Press conference in \Iaputo. He was 
arrested while Oll a reconnaisance mission 
aImed at g~ltherin~ inform,ltiol1 in COI1-

nection with the attack ~1t \bO,li in Sep­
tember. one of the objecbe~ 01' the attack. 
he said. \\':lS the ph~'si(':d eli!11in,lti rm of 
Presil!ent S,l;I1Or,1 \Ltclwl ,wc! his b.'11tell­

ants. 
Cotoi told journalists tint he was first 

contacted hv a South :\Jrican in IT: ~ ",hu 
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invited him to work with him. Soon he was '''Ve left by helicopter', said Cotoi, 'there 
taken to Rhodesia where he finished up in a were about 105 of us, 100 of whom were put 
military training camp. For months he" down in N'Gala. I and four others went on 
along with others, received training with to Mapai.' On the day before they left their 
different types of weapons. He told the Rhodesian training camp they had been 
Press: 'The soldiers who trained us were told to gather and send all possible infor­
Rhodesians, Portuguese, South Africans mation for the attack which the Rhodesians 
and others who spoke various languages were planning. Cotoi's mission was to roam 
... In the morning the Rhodesian flag was the roads and railways alone, getting close 
raised, then we started with arms FN and to military units and defence installations, 
G3 submachine guns and others.' In addi- making note of troop strength and the types 
tion, there was also ideological instruc- of weapons used by Mozambican armed 
tions; the camp inmates were told that they forces. 
had a 'duty to liberate Mozambique from On foot, by train and by bus he travelled 
Frelimo'. the regions of Chokwe, Barragem and 

It was through these lessons that Cotoi Mabalane. Finally after obtaining a transit 
learned of the existence of 'Africa Livre', a pass in Chokwe, he again headed for 
group that was formed principally to carry Mapai, having said his mother was ill and 
out acts of sabotage against the newly inde- he was going to visit her there. 'Mean­
pendent Mozambique. The group is while,' he said, 'I was observing how many 
believed to be financed by Jorge Jardim, a soldiers there were on bridges and in the 
businessman who lived and owned news- villages, how they were living and what 
papers and had other substantial business weapons they had.' 
interests in Mozambique until the end of However, Cotoi's mission was coming to 
colonialism in the country. 'Africa Livre' is a premature end, ironically in cir­
also believed to be linked with another cumstances of African hospitality. While 
group, the Mozambique National Council waiting to make a rendezvous with a 
of Resistance, which claimed last month to Rhodesian helicopter that was to take him 
have killed over 100 Frelimo soldiers in the to his base camp, he was arrested in the hut 
Tete, Manica and Gaza Provinces. Accord- of a peasant from whom he had asked for 
ing to independent sources, however, both overnight accommodation. After intensive 
groups are essentially mercenary armies interrogation, he confessed that he was an 
established and financed by wealthy Por- agent of 'Africa Livre' and, according to 
tuguese businessmen who operated in col- AIM, the Mozambican Information 
onial Mozambique as well as by the Agency, showed no remorse for his action. 
Rhodesians. They also contain some Black Both the Zangira trial and Cotoi's arrest 
Mozambicans who were in the colonial underline the extent to which African gov­
army but fled to Rhodesia and South Africa ernments and liberation movements are 
when Frelimo assumed power. still prime targets of South African and 

After his military training, Cotoi was Rhodesian intelligence. The latter also 
sent on his first mission, a military action at underscores the elaborate plans that 
Mapai in the Gaza Province, where the Rhodesians and former Portuguese settlers 
helicopter in which he was travelling in Mozambique are developing to subvert 
dropped incendiary bombs on the village the government of President Machel. That 
and killed several civilians. Thereafter, he both Zangira and Cotoi were caught, how­
was given specialist training in recon- ever, indicates that their masters under­
naissance and espionage and at the begin- estimated one essential factor; the vig­
ning of September was infiltrated into ilance of the ordinary Mozambican and 
Mozambique on his second, and last, mis- Tanzanian, and their loyalty to their pre-
sion. sent rulers. 


