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ique on brink

of famine because of
war, drought

APUTO. —Drought
J war have brought
wambique 1o the
nk of catastrophic
nine, say UN offic-
s in Maputo.

“the siuation in the
imryside is desperate,”
i Development  Pro-
wsne  resident rep-
wnttive Mr Peter Sim-
vosnds “Unless they
my this war 10 an end,
11 is going 1o be a tre-
:ndous catastrophe
"

Ihe United Nutions es-
nates that at least 3,1
ilhon people in arcas
wer government con-
W need emergency food
1. with thousands bare-
surviving on roots, ber-
*s. beetles and grube
The situation in areas
‘Id by rebels of the Mo-
mbique National Re-
sance (Renamo) is be-
:ved 10 be worse, al-
ough there are no fig-
es for those in need of
¢ there

A r s migration of
cop! veeping across
e o, ght-hit cenual

nd «onthern provinces as
caple flec Renamo areas
1 osearch of food  and
cater in government-held
nwns
The rebels are reported
o be allowing them 1o
cave, in contrast to past
»licy, and UN officials
«ty hundreds of rebels
nave  themselves  aban-
Joned their weapons and
joincd the flight for food.
Figures on the number
of famine-related deaths
throughout  the country
" are difficult 10 establish,
with  statisties  showing
perthaps a dozen or a
score of people diing.

“But when it comes it's
going to come very quick
fy as it did in Ethiopis,”
said  Unicef representa-
tive Mr Daniel O'Dell
“All the signs are there.”

Waorld Food Progriam-
me director M¢ Mark ta-
tham  said the reality
would be far worse thun
the statistics

“There are the more
dramatic cuses where you
find a whole viflage has
died because there is no
waler.

“Very large numbers of
children are dying.” he
sanid

Tens of thousands ot

" people have poured into

arcas such as the Beira
and Limpopo corridors.
road and rail networks
linking Zimbabwe to Mo-
zambique's Indian Ocean
ports

At Mabalane along the
corridor  through  Gaza
province, they dig for
water in the dry bed of i
river English writer Rud-
yard Kipling once called
“the great, grey, green.
greasy Limpopo.™

Salt water from the sear
has reached 60 km up the
Limpopo as the flow ol
fresh water has disap-
peared in  the wors
drought 1o hit southern
Africa this century.

UN officials say there 1~
enough food aid in the
country  for  Immediate
needs, but that organisa-
tional and transport prob-
lems mean that only o
fraction is reaching the
starving peaple.

A large part of the gov-
crnment’s truck fleet has
broken down ar been
wrecked by Renumo, und
the United Nations and
non-gavernmental  orga-
nisations are nrgently see-
Ling n more nctive role in
food distribution, includ-
ing the hiting of privately-
awned trucks

The United Nations is
uboy negotiating for food
corridors 10 be opened
into Reaamo areas

Renamo agreed dwiog
alks i Rowe SR

that food #id convoys
wauld be allowed info its
areas under the flag of the
United Nations or the In-
tetnationsl Committee of
the Red Cross provided
they were not accompa-
nicd by military escouts
The roads (o be used

sre still the subject of ne-
gaotiation.

President
Chissano

Jouquim
and  Renamo

pledged at the Rome talks
to sign a cease-fire by Oc-
Wwher 1 Sapa AT



